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As I’ve mentioned in the past, both Mother’s Day and my mom’s birthday fall in the month of May. So, as you
can imagine, that gives me extra motivation each May to reflect on my mom and what she has meant to me
and my sisters and brothers. In fact with each passing year I become more convinced of the impact my parents have had on the man, husband, and father I have become. When I think of my parents in general and my
mom in particular, the one thing that stands out, what overwhelms me when I consider who she was to us, is
this feeling of love. It is not simply the feeling of being deeply and selflessly loved by my mom (and my dad) but also
the experience of feeling the same depth of love for her. Upon reflection, I now realize that the person my mom has
been to our family heavily influenced my “choice” of Carolyn as my wife. I saw the same character of love in Carolyn
as I witnessed between my parents and experienced in our family. Generally speaking, there is one outstanding and
common characteristic in each of the families of my brothers and sisters – a wonderfully selfless and resilient love. It
is that very same love that still binds us as siblings to each other and to our dad and it is that love, despite all of our
other idiosyncrasies, good and not so good, which binds those five families together. That is a family legacy nurtured
by our mom every day of our lives in the home and modeled and strengthened by our dad. That legacy has been
passed into the lives of our own families in much the same way.
So now I want to shift ever so slightly and take a moment to talk about the legacy of a biblical mom. The two places
in scripture that come to mind as I reflect on the legacy a godly mom passes to her children are 1 Samuel where we
are introduced Samuel’s mom Hannah and 2 Timothy, where Timothy’s grandmother Lois and his mother Eunice are
credited with the legacy of faith passed on to young Timothy. Paul opened his letter to Timothy with a reflection on the
sincerity of Timothy’s faith - a faith which he says was passed on to him through both his grandmother Lois and his
mother Eunice and that “now lives” in him (1:5). The reminder of this legacy becomes the basis for Paul to issue his
initial call for Timothy to be bold in his ministry of the gospel. Later, as Paul prepares to close his letter, he expands
on his call to Timothy to continue in his faithfulness to the gospel message in both life and ministry by appealing once
again to this gospel legacy, “But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which
are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus” - 3:14-15 NIV. I would just like to note two things
from a consideration of what Paul wrote. The first is obvious but critically important to note – Timothy came to know
the integrity and transforming power of the Word of God through the teaching of his mother Eunice who learned it
from her mother Lois. In fact, it seems that his grandmother Lois lived to speak directly into his life along with his
mother Eunice. However, it was not simply through the teaching of his mother and grandmother but through their lives
of faith – a living faith on display in those ladies – that this legacy was first nurtured and then passed on to Timothy.
The second thing to note is that this legacy carries with it a responsibility, a calling, if you will. This is seen by implication in the fact that Lois passed it to Eunice who then passed it to Timothy. In addition, Paul is clear with Timothy that
there is a responsibility that he has to the gospel legacy passed on to him. Legacies can die in a single generation.
As a mom or grandma who is in Christ you have a unique place in the lives of your children and grandchildren to
build into them the same legacy – a true gospel legacy. They will learn of the integrity and power of the gospel as you
teach them the beauty of its truths. More than that, they will learn to trust God by the life of faith you model for them.
You are the ones who will set your children on the path of knowing God. You are powerful legacy builders in ways
beyond what you may know. This is both high calling and a great privilege.

I know that some of you are reading this with regret. Perhaps you did not know Jesus when you were raising
your children and did not pass on the legacy of Christ to them. Maybe your regret comes from the fact that your
mother/father did not build into you the legacy of Christ. Maybe your legacy from your parents is a fractured family, and Mothers’ and Fathers’ days are not filled with fond memories. If you are in Christ now, you have experienced, as Paul wrote to Timothy, the power of the gospel to save and to transform lives. It is that same power
that can heal fractured families and transform those families - the dynamics of those family relationships can be
made new. The gospel has the power to transform even your family legacy. Perhaps God has left it to you to be
the agent of change in your family’s legacy.
My mom and dad were not followers of Jesus when I grew up. They came to faith after some of us (my younger brother, my younger sisters, and me). I prayed with my mom when she gave her life to Jesus. My older brother
came to faith several years later. God transformed our entire family and now there is a legacy of biblical faith
which is being passed on to the fourth generation so far. Some of you came to faith after your children were
grown and had families of their own. In your faithfulness, you have seen, by your witness to your children and
grandchildren, the power of the gospel in the hands of the Spirit give to your family a new legacy. God has
changed the trajectory of your family forever.
It may begin with you, but it will require that you truly believe in the grace you’ve experienced, and that you
share in words and model by your life of grace, the glorious and transforming gospel with your family – mom,
dad, son or daughter. Perhaps you must experience the sweet healing of God’s grace first and then reach out to
your family (children or parents) in the freedom and with the grace you have experienced. Perhaps the healing
you need will only come when you, in your brokenness first extend that grace to your mother, father or child.
Finally, if you are reading this and you have no natural children, please know that the apostle Paul fathered no
natural child and yet he has generations of spiritual children that have extended, thus far, for 2,000 years and
which live in every nation. Remember, it is never too soon or too late to be a legacy builder in Christ.
To all of you godly moms, God Bless You! We love and admire you and we will pray for you in this most important and high calling!! And if you permit, may I say – Thank you Lord for the mom you gave to me and the
mother you have given to my children – and yes, thank you for the moms you have given my grandchildren!!
With more love than I can ever say,
Mike

MEN’S MINISTRIES
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Men’s Bible Study meets Saturday mornings in person and via Zoom at 7:30
for fellowship and Bible study. Daniel Ransom leads the study.
MEN’S RETEAT
The annual (except for 2020) Men’s Retreat has been
scheduled for September 10-12, 2021

Why You Need Your Body
Our society is one of many mixed messages and competing truth claims. Specifically regarding the subject of the human body, we often seek to embrace and affirm
people the way they are—creating a strong climate of positive self-esteem. Yet, at
the same time we also promote a culture that relentlessly obsesses over beauty and
appearance in an attempt to chase an ever-elusive standard of physical perfection.
The cosmetic, plastic surgery, and physical fitness industries are raking in more money than ever from
people preoccupied with the way they look. I think it is safe to say that the more attention we give to our
mortal bodies, the less satisfied we often become.
As Christians, we are rightly encouraged not to focus excessive attention to our mortal bodies.
We instead attempt to focus our priority more on spiritual and eternal realities such as matters of the
“heart” and the “soul.” We listen to how Jesus warned against chasing the fleeting treasures of this life,
saying, “What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul (Mark 8:36)?” This
does not mean we disregard personal health care or seeking to make ourselves look attractive in any
way. Obviously, the problem comes when we care too much for the body as our attention becomes idolatrous worship. Perhaps the issue is not so much the degree or the level of focus, but rather the mentality
that drives it.
Last month I stressed the importance of knowing the reality that human beings are made in the
“image of God.” This is often a core Christian doctrine that many affirm, but few understand. We emphasized the truth that this not only means that humans are clearly distinct from all other creatures in
term of their capacities and abilities, but the image of God also involves an important functional role of
dominion over creation. This month I want to simply focus on the theological importance of the human
body as we briefly explore how God’s good design in creation and His gracious work in redemption intentionally involved making us flesh and blood.
Often, we encounter a Christian view of the individual in which a great fragmentation exists between flesh and spirit. The body is devalued and punished as the source of our greatest problems with a
corresponding greater emphasis placed on the inner “true” spirit of one’s inner self. Having this mindset, we tend to view ourselves as being “trapped” in our bodies in need of some kind of liberation. I
would argue that this mentality is actually more influenced by first and second century Gnosticism (often
regurgitated in modern psychology) than biblical Christianity. In a Christian worldview, the body is not
inherently evil. There is an understanding that although our physical bodies are mortal as a result of humanity’s “fall” into sin, they are nonetheless part of God’s good creation. Therefore, we must see that
our bodies are crucial to our identity and functionality as creatures made in His image. We should view
ourselves as whole persons (an integration of body, soul and spirit) and representative symbols pointing
to a divine mystery.
Furthermore, our daily spiritual lives as God’s redeemed children cannot be separated from our
day-to-day physical embodiment. Yes, true faith is an inward reality and not merely a list of external
rituals or behaviors. However, the full expression of faith, hope and love cannot exist without flesh and
blood. The body is essential in the Christian life as we seek to grow and mature in faith and produce
spiritual fruit. With our eyes and ears we read and hear the Scriptures. We speak and give “grace” to
one another (Ephesians 4:29) through words uttered by our mouths. We partake of the Lord’s Supper,
enjoy fellowship and show hospitality with our bodies. We pray in and through our minds and bodies.
We obey God’s Word and serve others with works of piety through our bodies. Thus, we cannot dismiss
the profound significance through which God, by his Spirit, imparts and channels his grace through our
“jars of clay” (2 Cor. 4:7).

As Christians, we also celebrate the way in which God sovereignly planned that our physical
bodies would serve a redemptive purpose—namely in the bodily incarnation and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. Before time began, God purposed to display his glory with the sending of his son in the likeness
of man in order that we might be saved through the shedding of his actual physical blood.
“Beyond all question, the mystery from which true godliness springs is great: He appeared in the flesh,
was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen by angels, was preached among the nations, was believed on in the
world, was taken up in glory.” (1Timothy 3:16)

In the Peace of Our Lord,
Daniel

Miracle on Voodoo Mountain
A Young Woman’s Remarkable Story of Pushing Back
the Darkness for the Children of Haiti
by Megan Boudreaux
Reviewed by Stevani Rast
“Someone needs to come here.” Prologue
Megan Boudreaux was a 24-year-old young Christian woman, happy in a new job and a bit oblivious to the
plans God had in store for her. She first went to Haiti on a business trip soon after the 2010 earthquake that
devastated the entire country. Back home, she began having recurrent dreams of a tamarind tree she saw
while in Haiti. It had been on a hike to the top of a mountain, where she saw tents, tarps, people working outside, hungry-looking children carrying heavy jugs of water on their heads, walking long distances. So many
people she saw on the trip were hungry, sick, traumatized by the earthquake.
Back home, the dream came frequently. Soon, this “city girl who loved to go shopping and wear cute outfits
<picked up and moved> to a hot, poverty-stricken country…”
“Okay, God, I’m Here” p.1
This is a remarkable God-filled, heartbreaking, miraculous true story of struggle and triumph, of resilience,
of evil, and of Jesus’ light illuminating the darkness. She came to Haiti with a couple suitcases, a Bible,
flashlight and mosquito net, and a clear sense that this was God’s will for her, to be here. It is fascinating to
read of her close connection to God and her gradual understanding of the needs she was to fill.
“…fighting for freedom and the right to an education for the children of Haiti” p. 198
Within 3 years, she was feeding hungry children, rescuing orphaned and ‘throwaway’ Haitian children from
slavery (right there in their own country!), building a school, and much more.
Here are her words, as she looks back and ahead: “Prayer and worship are my secret weapons, whether dealing with a voodoo priest, a corrupt pastor running a sham orphanage, or a servant of the head horseman. I am
learning to let God fight my battles.” p 180
A wonderful read!

Weekly Events at the Graeagle Community Church

Sundays
8:00 AM Worship Service
10:00 AM Worship Service (with Children’s Church)
At this time the above services are limited to 100 each service.
At present we are still asking for reservations.
Call, text or email to save your place.
530-354-6131
graeaglechurch@gmail.com
10 AM Worship Service
Live streaming on YouTube and Facebook
at Graeagle Community Church
Live on Zoom (Audio Only)

Mondays
8 AM Moms in Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

Tuesdays
2:30 PM Women’s Grief Group **
6 PM Bible Study in person and on Zoom

Wednesdays
5 PM Godward (Youth Group)

Saturdays
7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study with Pastor Daniel
in person and on Zoom
Please contact Pastor Daniel or the church office
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship**
** Call the church office for location

By Phone
1. Dial (408) 638-0968
2. Enter meeting ID# 892 3561 7768,
then press #
3. There will be a request to enter an optional
Personal ID #. Ignore this and press # to
continue.
4. You should be admitted to join the conference
by phone. You will automatically be muted unless you press *
By Computer:
Option #1 Join Zoom Meeting by clicking
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89235617768
Meeting ID: 892 3561 7768
Option #2 Open a web browser and go to
www.zoom.us and select "join a meeting" in the
upper right corner. Then enter the Meeting ID:
892 3561 7768
You have the option to either download and use
a Zoom software application on your computer
or continue and join through your web browser. Either way, you will need to enter the meeting ID# 892 3561 7768, make sure Zoom has permission to use your camera and microphone, and
join the conference.

Godward

(Youth Group)

Meeting on Wednesdays
at 5:00 PM
Questions? Call Pastor Daniel

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
MOMS IN PRAYER
Each Monday at 8:00 AM, women are invited to join in a
time of prayer for our families. Prayer requests can be
submitted by contacting Nanci Benedict or the church
office. All requests are kept confidential within the
Moms in Prayer group.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Join the women on Monday mornings from
9:30 to11:00. Currently studying Esther.
Download a lesson from the church website or
pick one up from the narthex table.
Child care is not available at this time.
FELLOWSHIP/BOOK STUDY
Women’s Fellowship meets on Saturday mornings at
7:30. The ladies are beginning a study in the book
Outlive Your Life by Max Lucado.
Please call the church office for meeting location.
WOMEN’S GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
If you have suffered a recent loss, or are having a hard
time dealing with any loss, we invite you to join the
Grief Group. The ladies meet on Tuesday afternoons at
2:30. For more information and meeting location,
please call Gail Arterburn at 836-1361.
KNIT, CROCHET, QUILT AND PRAY
The ladies (gentlemen are invited as well) meet the first
Wednesday of the month to tie prayer blankets for
those who are in need of some TLC (suffering loss, illness, undergoing treatments, etc.) Anyone is welcome
to join the group and help with the tying and the praying. If you know of someone who would benefit from
receiving a blanket, please contact the church office or
Nanci Benedict.
WOMEN’S RETREAT
Ladies, we had a great retreat! Thanks to all who
Helped make it so! Thanks to Barbara McKurtis for
challenging us in God’s Word.
WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
The annual tea is scheduled for Saturday, May 22nd.
See to the right for more information.

There were several books left over from the
Women’s Retreat. I you are interested in
purchasing one or more, please contact
Carolyn in the church office.
A Gentle Answer: Our ‘Secret Weapon’ in an Age
of Us Against Them
by Scott Sauls $15
Comforts from the Cross: Celebrating the Gospel
One day at a Time
By Elyse Fitzpatrick $12
Do Hard Things: A Teenage Rebellion Against
Low Expectations
By Alex and Brett Harris $11
Peace Child: An Unforgettable Story of Primitive
Jungle Treachery in the 20th Century
By Don Richardson $12
Praying with Paul: A Call for
Spiritual Reformation
By D.A. Carson $17
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
We are beginning a study of the book of Esther on
Monday, April 26th. This is a wonderful account of
God’s providential care of his people. Please note
that there will be no class on Monday, May 3rd (after
the Women’s Retreat) or on Monday, May 31st
(Memorial Day). We will meet on May 10, 17 and 24
– please join us from 9:30 to 11:00. Lessons may
be downloaded from the church website or picked
up at church on the narthex table.

On
Butterfly
Wings
Women’s Tea

Saturday, May 22nd
2 o’clock pm
Special Feature: Planting Your
Garden to Attract Butterflies
With speaker Nancy Warmby
To RSVP
Sign up in the narthex
or call the church office

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study

Women’s Retreat “...but God”
Zephyr Point Conference

2

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship

3

8 AM Moms in
Prayer

4
2:30 PM Grief
Group

Women’s
Retreat

6 PM Bible Study

9

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship

10

8 AM Moms in
Prayer

11

5

6

5 PM Godward
(Youth Group)

7 PM Meeting
with VM District
Representatives

12

13

10 AM Knit, Crochet, Quilt and
Pray

9 AM National
Day of Prayer
Meeting

7

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship

17

18

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s 2:30 PM Grief
Baptismal Service Bible Study
Group
7PM Church
Board Meeting

23

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship
Church Membership Meeting

30

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship

24

8 AM Moms in
Prayer

19

14

9:30 AM Women’s 2:30 PM Grief
Group
Bible Study

26

5 PM Godward
6 PM Bible Study (Youth Group)

31

8 AM Moms in
Prayer

15

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s
Fellowship*

20

21

5 PM Godward
6 PM Bible Study (Youth Group)

25

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s
Fellowship*

9:30 AM Women’s
2:30 PM Grief
Bible Study
5 PM Godward
Group
(Youth Group)
11 AM Book Club
6 PM Bible Study

16

8

22

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
2 PM Women’s
Tea

27

28

29

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s
Fellowship*

1-Steven Boeck

19-Lyn Nafzgar

5-Ruby Yates

21-Abby Butterfield

6-John & Linda Kolb
Philip & Deb Liedblad

6-Sandi Williams

22-Isabelle Green

8-Steve & Cecily Clark

9-Dorothy Edwards

28-Doyle Frazier

18-Stefan and Amber Fellner

10-Robert Abbott
Seth Preston

29-Randy Mikesell
Melinda VanTreese

26-Gary & Melinda VanTreese

11-Kathy J Kissack
Jordan Wade

30-David Stone

14-Matt Cruse
Donna Dorsey
15-David Bristol
18-Haylee Davidson
Brian Mudd Jr.
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