Recently I’ve been directly and indirectly faced with people
who have been utterly broken by and desperate in the
circumstances of their lives. It took me to the account of
Jesus healing a man who came to Him with leprosy (cf.
Mark 1:40-45; Luke 5:12—14; also Matthew 8:1-4). I am
convinced that Jesus’ compassion for the man with leprosy
reflects the timeless heart of the Triune God for fallen and
broken humanity. I use the adjective timeless to express
that Jesus’ love-compelled compassion perfectly reflects
the unchanging heart of the Triune God – Father, Son and
Spirit - toward this man and all of broken humanity. Jesus
Himself teaches that the things He says and the works He
does demonstrate that He is in His Father and His Father is
in Him accomplishing the love-driven and grace-filled,
eternal work of redemption. That means that what we are
witnessing in Jesus’ healing of this leprous man is not a
one-off event isolated from the greater work He came to
accomplish. Jesus’ display of compassion and healing is at
the heart of who He is and what He came to do as He
entered so profoundly into our humanity. Driven by love, in
compassion, the Father sent His Son, as fully man while
remaining fully God, to take upon Himself our sin, our curse
and our death, and by that to reflect the timeless heart of
the triune God for fallen and broken humanity.
This miraculous healing is recorded in each of the synoptic
gospels, Matthew, Mark and Luke. Though the scene is set
similarly in each account there are details unique to each,
which taken together, serve to create a more complete
picture. The gospel writers tell the story a man, who for
many reasons, was desperate for help and who in his
desperation threw aside social convention, even violating
religious law, in order to plead with the one person who
could help him, who could deliver him from his unbearable
and utter brokenness.
The man’s desperate situation was caused by his leprosy.
Luke described him as “a man covered with leprosy” or “full
of leprosy.” Though the leprosy described in the Bible (cf.
Leviticus 13 and 14) may include modern day Leprosy or
Hansen’s disease, it is descriptive of a much larger
category of skin conditions. We have no way of knowing
which “leprous” skin condition is described here. Nonetheless, we can know what it meant for this man to be
“covered with leprosy.”
According to Jewish law, leprosy made an individual
ceremonially “unclean,” which meant that he was religiously
alienated. According to Leviticus 13:45 a person with leprosy was required to “wear torn clothes, let his hair remain

unkempt, cover the lower part of his face and cry out
“Unclean! Unclean!” In addition, Leviticus 13:46 indicates
that due to the fear of such a disease being transmitted, he
would have been physically isolated from society. Human
physical contact was often lost to the leper. Because the
disease was visible and often disfiguring, and in this case
the man was “covered with leprosy,” he would have been a
social outcast. One man described the overall impact of this
disease on the individual “as a form of ‘living death.’” It is
likely that, to the people around him, his humanity was lost
and he was viewed, not as an object of compassion but as
a walking contagion to be feared. He was desperate for
deliverance!!
When we consider his posture and the language of his request, we gain insight into this man’s desperation, as well
as his faith perspective. This man, against all religious and
social conventions, publicly approached Jesus. Luke describes the moment most poignantly when he writes,
“When he saw Jesus, he fell with his face to the ground and
begged him…” (5:12 NIV). We are told that as the man
approached the crowd he saw Jesus, fell on his face and
began to plead with Him. Luke is communicating something
totally unscripted. Certainly he came seeking Jesus but
when he saw Him, in his desperation, he was overcome
with all that Jesus is and all that He might be to him.
Imagine for a moment how tortured this man’s soul must’ve
been and how desperate for relief he must’ve been for him
to push past the fear and disdain of the people around Jesus, even past his own shame as he approached Jesus. He
risked it all in hope against hope – not that Jesus would be
able to heal him but that He would be willing to look upon
him with compassion and heal him.
Yet, it is the language of his request, when set next to his
desperate need, which is so instructive, “Lord – If you are
willing, you are able to make me clean.” There is a lack of
symmetry in the language of the conditional clause, as well
as the absence of an explicit request for healing. Nonetheless, it is clear that this man came to Jesus believing, indeed knowing, that Jesus was fully able to heal him, and to
make him clean – to deliver him from the shame and alienation of a “living death,” which had become his life. Yet it is
equally clear that he was not certain that Jesus would be
willing to help someone like him.
This man knew that Jesus was his last and only hope. His
tortured soul drove him to approach Jesus against all convention and caused him to collapse at His feet in the abject
poverty of soul experienced due to his leprous condition.

Despite such desperation, his humble and deferential posture (“falling on his face”) and equally humble and deferential language (“Lord – If you are willing”) both indicate that
he felt wholly unworthy of the Lord’s healing kindness.
Imagine then what it must’ve been like in the moments to
follow both for the man who suffered with leprosy and for
those who witnessed Jesus heal him. Mark describes the
moment in simple terms, yet terms filled with glory when he
writes, “Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand
and touched the man. ‘I am willing,’ he said. ‘Be
clean!’” (1:41 NIV) The word translated “compassion” pictures a deep love or affection which moves to meet this
man in his need. The way Mark structures verse 41 makes
it clear that he wants his readers – to include you and me –
to understand Jesus’ love-driven compassion as the emotional context for everything that He did and said to this
broken man. The 17th century puritan Thomas Goodwin
would say that Mark “doth take our hands, and lay them
upon Christ’s breast, and let us feel how his heart beats
and his affections yearn toward us, even now he is in
glory.”
In compassion Jesus demonstrated His willingness to
cleanse this man of leprosy even before He declared it
when He “stretched out His hand and touched him.” Anyone near enough to witness this moment, including the disciples, would’ve been horrified. To touch a leper was to

MEN’S MINISTRIES
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Men’s Bible Study meets Saturday
mornings in person and via Zoom
at 7:30 for fellowship and Bible study.
Daniel Ransom leads the study.
MEN’S BREAKFAST
The next breakfast will be in June.
MEN’S RETREAT
The annual Men’s Retreat is scheduled for
September 9-11 at Jackson Meadows
Reservoir. Watch the Newsletter for
updates and additional information.

take on their uncleanness for a time, and to risk infection
(cf. Leviticus 5:3). Matthew makes it clear at the close of
this section that Jesus wasn’t disregarding the law, rather
He was actually demonstrating a profound gospel truth
when, quoting Isaiah, he wrote, “‘He took up our infirmities
and carried our diseases’” (Matthew 8:17 NIV).
Enter in, if you can, with this man, lying on his face before
Jesus long bereft of any meaningful physical affection, or
touch, an outcast from religion and society, as Jesus, without word or warning, stretches out His hand toward him.
Did he flinch? Did he gasp? Did he begin to weep? Then,
simultaneously, with a touch he had so long desired, Jesus
spoke the words, “I am willing. Be clean!” Mark writes, “And
immediately the leprosy departed from him and he was
cleansed.” The love of God, in Jesus, touches and heals us
at the very deepest level of our brokenness – not only
cleansing us from our sin but lovingly bringing us into the
life and love of the Triune God.
Mike
1A.

Kostenberger, “Luke 1:1-9:50,” ENCT Baker publishing, 473 –
Kostenberger quoting Godet
2Thomas

Goodwin, “The Heart of Christ,” Puritan Paperbacks,

page 48

5th Sunday Potluck
May 29th following worship
Remember CoraGrace Hardee’s
presentation to the congregation last
September? She told us about her
preparation for a short-term mission
trip with Youth With A Mission.
At that time, she did not even know
where she would be assigned
following training!
Well, CoraGrace will be back with us
and following our lunch, she will be
giving a presentation about her training
and her mission trip. Please plan to join
in. There is a sign up sheet in the
church foyer.

Divine Creation Order
and the Modern Debate on Sexuality
Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit,
who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not
your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God
with your bodies.
(1Corinthians 6:19-20 NIV)

It seems that virtually every day in the public
square, there is at least some major conversation or
heated battle taking place that in some way deals directly to matters of human sexuality. As most news
sources have clearly learned by now, any headline
article that specifically mentions any LGBTQ+ issue
will attract significant engagement and media attention. Many people have developed firm positions on
all sides of these topics. Some feel that the fight must
proceed with full force in order to transform our society into a more progressive one that is completely tolerant of all human sexual and gender ideologies. Of
course, others feel that this radical transformation is
ultimately destructive and we must fight to conserve a
traditional understanding of these issues. Surely
there are many others who maintain a position somewhat in the middle and others who passively prefer to
avoid the sexual and gender war all together. As believers seeking to radically love others while also remaining faithful to biblical truth, how are we to think
about these issues from a Christian worldview?
This is certainly no easy question to answer
in a brief article like this. That’s why I’ve been devoting a series of articles all aiming at trying to help clarify and answer this primary question: Who are we?
You see, matters of human sexuality, marriage, gender identity, and even abortion are not isolated, but
rather all connected to the fundamental issue of who
we are as human beings—creatures beautifully made
in the image of God, male and female, united in both
body and spirit.
I believe it is immensely helpful in these matters to
understand context and how arguments are framed.
The modern cultural debate over gender and sexuality
is typically framed in reductionist ways that are unhelpful. For example, the battle for same-sex marriage is often either seen as a struggle for personal
freedom or as a civil rights issue. The obvious problem is that the societal legitimacy of same-sex marriage is neither. Rather, it is a question of the definition of marriage as an institution and as the basis of
human society. If it is merely a human invention
whereby parties commit to some sort of a loving

relationship, then why not allow homosexual
couples to marry? Furthermore, why not also allow polygamous, polyamorous, or any other conceivable relationship to enjoy marital status as well? However, if
marriage truly is a divine institution that precedes the
institution of the government or state, then society has a
clear obligation to only recognize and protect that which
is indeed marriage—the covenant union of one man and
one woman.
A deeper issue that Christians regularly need to
ask is this: What does any given belief about human
sexuality or gender identity teach about the essential
nature of the human body? Much of the time, our culture is only interested in pursuing a form of “ethical egoism.” This mindset embraces any action that produces
happiness and pleasure as ethically good. Basically,
this is a form of “if it makes you happy, it can’t be that
bad.” For example, if one’s personal sexual fulfillment is
perceived as an undisputed good in whatever form it
takes, why would it be a concern if it took place apart
from its connection to a covenant of marriage? Why
should anyone worry about its connection to childbearing and the role that families have in stabilizing society?
All of the sudden, those issues become incidental because the pleasure of the individual and his or her personal autonomy are central to everything else. Ultimately, what is reinforced in this mindset is the view that the
human body is merely utilitarian. It is our own personal
property to do with as we please. No one else should
be able to place any kind of moral restraint on the choices people make with their own bodies (e.g. the modern
pro-choice movement) unless those choices significantly
violate another person’s own personal freedom. In popular language we might say, “Whatever you do is fine as
long as you don’t hurt anyone.”
As Christians, however, we view the body quite
differently. We believe that humans are created beings,
made in God’s own image. Our very lives are wholly
contingent on his sustaining grace. Therefore, seeing
our bodies this way clearly implies that we are not autonomous, but rather subject to our Creator. Although
some might view this perspective as oppressive, we
actually experience it as the exact opposite—true freedom. May we rejoice in God’s design and purpose for
our human bodies as we honor the moral boundaries he
has established for human flourishing.
15 Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you,
who walk in the light of your presence, LORD.
16 They rejoice in your name all day long; they
celebrate your righteousness. (Psa 89:15-16 NIV)
In the Peace of Our Lord,
Daniel

Digital Events at the Graeagle Community Church

Annual Membership
Meeting
Sundays
10 AM Worship Service
The service will not be streamed in its entirety. If you
are tuning in via YouTube, please be aware that you will
not receive any transmission until the announcements
and prayer have concluded somewhere around 10:15.

Saturdays

Members, please make sure that you have
the date for the annual meeting on your
calendar. That meeting is scheduled for
May 22nd following worship. If you did
not pick up your ballot(s) on May 1, they
have been put in the mail.
Please remember to bring your ballot
to the meeting.

7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study in person and on Zoom
Please contact Pastor Daniel or the church office
for meeting ID #.

By Phone
1. Dial (408) 638-0968
2. Enter meeting ID# 892 3561 7768, then press #
3. There will be a request to enter an optional Personal
ID #. Ignore this and press # to continue.
4. You should be admitted to join the conference by
phone. You will be muted unless you press *
By Computer:
Option #1 Join Zoom Meeting by clicking
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89235617768
Meeting ID: 892 3561 7768
Option #2 Open a web browser and go to
www.zoom.us and select "join a meeting" in the upper
right corner. Then enter the Meeting ID: 892 3561 7768
You have the option to either download and use a
Zoom software application on your computer or continue and join through your web browser. Either way,
you will need to enter the meeting ID# 892 3561 7768,
make sure Zoom has permission to use your camera
and microphone, and join the conference.

Thursday, May 5th at 6:00 PM
After dinner, Richard Hayes our
Village Missions District Representative will be giving a presentation.
If you have not signed up to attend,
please call the church office and let us
know you’re coming!

Women’s Ministries
MOMS IN PRAYER
Each Monday at 8:00 AM, women are invited
to join in a time of prayer for our families.
Prayer requests can be submitted by contacting
Nanci Benedict or the church office.
All requests are kept confidential within the
Moms in Prayer group.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Monday mornings from 9:30 to11:00.
The ladies are studying the book of Luke.
Download a lesson from the church website
or pick one up from the narthex table.
Child care is not available at this time.
WOMEN’S GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
If you have suffered a recent loss, or are having a hard
time dealing with any loss, we invite you to join the
Grief Group. The ladies meet on Tuesday afternoons at
2:30. For more information and meeting location,
please call Gail Arterburn at 836-1361.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Meeting on Saturday mornings at 8:30 AM.
Please call the church office for location.
KNIT, CROCHET, QUILT AND PRAY
The first Monday of the month following
Women’s Bible Study (about 11 AM)
The ladies meet to tie prayer blankets for those who are
in need of some TLC (suffering loss, illness, undergoing
treatments, etc.). Anyone is welcome to join the group
and help with the tying and the praying. If you know
of someone who would benefit from receiving a blanket,
please contact the church office or Nanci Benedict.
WOMEN’S RETREAT
We hope that all who attended were blessed.
Watch for next year’s dates coming soon.

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
The Fragrance of Beauty Tea
See below

The Fragrance of Beauty
Women’s Tea
Saturday, May 14th
2 o’clock PM
Graeagle Community Church
150 Graeagle-Johnsville Road
Special Feature:
Tips and tricks for creating a floral arrangement
with Amber Schildman of Magnolia Mums

Thursday, May 5, 2022

Young ladies Kindergarten and older are invited to attend with an adult
Childcare available upon request

The church will be open from
9:00-11:00 AM for those who would
like to drop in to pray.

Please RSVP by calling 530-836-2405

VBS is on the calendar for
July 10th—14th
Once again we’re planning an
evening Bible school for all ages,
including our adults. Lots of help
will be needed—teachers, helpers
and kitchen workers! Please pray
about how God would use you
during this week of ministry!

Pray Big
Learn to Pray Like an Apostle
Written by Alistair Begg
Reviewed by Gail Arterburn
This little book on prayer is another helpful book from Alistair Begg. I can’t speak for you, but many of my
prayers do not sound anything like Paul’s prayers. The premise of this book is that we can learn to pray
“bigger” prayers. So often I pray for the “small things” in my daily life and the lives of my family. Such prayers
are not wrong, but they are not the only things for which I should pray. Using Paul’s prayers for the Ephesian
church, the author challenges us to “pray for bigger things than that – to be filled with His fullness, to be able
to grasp the unknowable love of Christ, to live for the treasures of your future inheritance…” and to ask for
those things for
ourselves and for others. What if we all “learned to pray like an apostle?”
This book was sold at the Women’s Retreat and some copies are still available for just $12.
If interested in purchasing a copy contact Carolyn in the church office.
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10 AM Worship

Mon

2

8 AM Moms in
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10 AM Worship
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Wed

4

2:30 PM Grief
Group

Women’s
Retreat

8

Tue

9

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
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Thu

5

Fri

6

12

13

9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

15
10 AM Worship

11 AM Book
Club

2:30 PM Grief
Group

16

17

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

7

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
8:30 AM Women’s Fellowship

6 PM Cinco de
Mayo Potluck
with Richard
Hayes

11

Sat

14

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
2 PM Women’s
Tea

18

19

20

21

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
8:30 AM Women’s Fellowship

2:30 PM Grief
Group

7 PM Church
Board Meeting

22
10 AM Worship
Annual Membership Meeting

29
10 AM Worship

23

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

30

8 AM Moms in
Prayer

24

2:30 PM Grief
Group

31

5th Sunday
Potluck
2:30 PM Grief
Group

25

26

27

28

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
8:30 AM Women’s Fellowship

