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Well, here we are again at the end of another year. Typically we would spend time thoughtfully reflecting on the previous year and purposefully looking ahead to the coming year. In a typical year our intention is to make commitments to grow personally and professionally – to be and do more of some things and less of others. We call those
intentional “commitments” resolutions. We joke about resolutions and how quickly we throw in the towel on those we
make each year. I read an article about how to improve our chances of success in making and keeping resolutions.
It was in that article that the author – based on the research – noted that about 80% of those who make resolutions
fail to keep them and that the median fail date for athletes who make resolutions is January 12th.
I think most of you would agree that 2020 has not been a typical year (Yes, I have mastered the art of understatement). Some of
you might consider taking time to reflect on the events of 2020 to be cruel and unusual punishment. For some, it might be equally difficult to look to the new year with anticipation and hope. As a first step in honestly and effectively reflecting on the events of
2020 or look to 2021 with anticipation and hope, we must attempt to look through the lens that is Jesus. To that end I include a
passage from John’s greeting “to the seven churches in the province of Asia” found in Revelation 1:4-6
“John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who
is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne,
5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.
To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to
serve his God and Father--to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.” (NIV)
This past year has been difficult and confusing on several levels. We began the year as an election year with the country angrily
divided. We had just gone through the impeachment of the President which ran along party lines both in the process and the
vote in the House of Representatives. There was suspicion to such a degree, on both sides of the process, that it was absolutely
beyond discussion. In addition the year started off with COVID 19 showing up in force in our country which was complicated by
the party politics present in an election year. The unknown nature of the virus, its quick spread around the world and the alarming number of fatalities attributed to it made it public health priority number one. In addition, the politicians who sought to exploit
the rising fear among the population offered polarizing and competing approaches from absolute shutdowns for all but
“essential” services/businesses and those manning them to remaining wide open with measures in place to protect the vulnerable. Shortly after COVID became the issue that seemed to dominate the political/cultural conversation George Floyd’s “in custody death” saw the rise of organizations like BLM and antifa and sparked months of violent riots, which were followed by almost
unbelievable “occupations” or takeovers of parts of Seattle and other cities. To top it all off we have just witnessed the most divided election in my lifetime to include the largest voter turnout in history, which was followed by accusations of election fraud on
the level unlike ever before. That doesn’t even include the divide within the body of Christ over these issues. Before we can look
forward with hope we have to look backward through the lens that is the person of Christ.
In order to establish that lens through which we might look back I would I would like to simply highlight three truths contained in
John’s words to the churches. First a word about God – John refers to Him as “him who is, and who was, and who is to come.”
Ultimately John has painted a picture for the church – for you and me – of God as eternal. He is God in the midst of every moment, of every day, of every month, of every year. You may not be able to process God in the events or even the moments of
2020 but you must be able to see Him in its events and its moments. It is He who speaks grace and truth to the churches into
every detail in every event, every place and every moment because He is! However, part of that very same word is the declaration that He was God before 2020 and He will be God (“is to come”) in every moment, event and detail of 2021! Second two
words about Jesus – Jesus is the firstborn from among the dead and as such the ruler of the kingdoms of the earth. Taken together John attaches Jesus victory at the cross as seen in His resurrection (victory over death) to His sovereign reign over
all of the rulers of the earth. Moreover, He is such as the firstborn from among the dead! That effectively attaches us to His
sovereign reign, which is confirmed by v. 6a – “has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father.” We will
reign with Him (cf. Revelation 20:6; cf. also Ephesians 1:15-23; 2:6-7; Colossians 1:15-20; 3:1-4). Perhaps more hope filled than
all of the things I have written thus far, is what John says about this Jesus and His heart for those of us who belong to Him and
seem to flounder in this badly broken world. He refers to Jesus as “him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his

blood.” He loves us and He has demonstrated the commitment of His love by His self-sacrifice - He “has freed us from our
sins by his blood.” Third there is a word about us – We are “loved by Him” to a degree that we cannot begin to fully understand. We have conquered this world in Him – we are victors in Christ (cf. Romans 8:28-30, 31-39; 1 John 4:4). In addition, the Father who would not spare His Son also gives us all we need in Him (cf. Romans 8:32).
Let’s look back at 2020 through that lens. It is that God who is before all things and who is in all things and who is the One
who promises to be in every future moment, every future event and in every detail who is the Sovereign One, the Lord over
every ruler and every reign and finally who is all of these things in active and perfect love for you and me, in it all. We do
not have to understand! We must simply see Him there and trust Him!!
Most all of you who have been a part of our fellowship for any length of time and have honestly subjected your heart to the
gospel, as we have taught it – you already know these things. The question then is – How was I so easily pushed off of
these perspective framing and hope-filled truths while in the middle of this year’s tumult and how do I stay free of that same
problem this next year?
This year has reinforced for me the answer to both of those questions which, as you would expect, are related. One thing I
have learned in 2020, with all of its complexities, is that I am vulnerable in the area of the things I desire – the things I love.
I become discouraged when the things I love are threatened by things I cannot control. As a consequence I have learned
what those things are in my life. They may be somewhat different in your life but no doubt you have learned what they are. I
have been forced to set aside my hope and pleasure in lesser things and to return to fundamental and right loves or affections, as the source(s) of my true and deepest joy – which in itself is an intentional exercise of the truth-directed will. First, I
have returned to the supreme pleasure I experience in the love of God – His for me and mine for Him. Second is the incredible joy I find in the love of my family and the body of Christ – mine for them and theirs for me. Notice how Paul, in his prayer for the church, connects the experience of the love of God to the work of the Spirit in the corporate life of believers.
“I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established
in love, 18 may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the
love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge--that you may be filled to the measure of all
the fullness of God.” (Eph 3:16-19 NIV)
I can look back and see God – the God whose love is my highest, my supreme pleasure – in the details of 2020 – most
clearly as I have received love from you and given love to you. Nothing could touch that, even in the lockdowns when I
could only love you in prayer and conversation. Every other joy or pleasure is periphery and totally subject to “all the fullness God” found in the pleasure of the love of God experienced in the love of His people.
My hope filled anticipation for 2021 is held with absolute confidence because nothing can truly threaten or take those things
away from me. For that very reason I am prayerfully committing to intentionally pursue “the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord” with the singular focus pictured by Paul in Philippians 3:7-14. I will pursue Him, with the help of
the Spirit, with “a transforming vision of God as more desirable than anything human” and of “Christ as much more than the
source of justification, but primarily as one to be loved. The promise of the indwelling Spirit, whose ministry in Christ’s life
now allocated to the Christian, gives promise of a greater hope…full and eternal intimacy of the Godhead through a true,
although mystical, union with Christ. The feet of the soul are the affections and the affections are meant for communion
with God.”
I will set my affections for communion with God in how I read His Word and in the books I choose to read for growth. I will
pursue Him in the depth and sincerity of relationship I have with you. Won’t you join me?
Looking forward to a 2021 filled with all of the fullness of God,
Mike

Tuesday Bible Study Resumes
The Tuesday Zoom Bible Study will resume on Tuesday, January 5th at 6 PM.
The group will continue their studies in the Psalms,
with Psalm 2 being the featured Psalm on the 5th.
If you have not been a part of this study in the past, please contact the church office.
We would be glad to assist you with getting online as well as putting you
on the email list to receive notes

Angels, Shepherds, Sages, Saints and Sinners
If I were to simply list these four words in order, Angels, Shepherds, Sages, Saints, I would imagine that
many people would be able to make a mental association and connect them to the well-known Christmas carol
“Angels From the Realms of Glory.” Each word, in fact, opens a distinct stanza throughout this song written by
Irishman James Montgomery in 1816. However, it might confound many if the additional word “sinners” is
added to the list. This is because there is an additional verse that has unfortunately been long-deleted from
this popular song:
Sinners, wrung with true repentance,
Doomed for guilt to endless pains,
Justice now revokes the sentence,
Mercy calls you—break your chains:
This verse speaks to us as sinful human beings with the reminder that Christmas not only calls us to an
attitude of rejoicing, but also one of true repentance. We recognize that the righteous wrath of God is upon us
because of our guilt. However, the gospel truth that we bear witness to in the Christmas season is that “mercy
calls” us to freedom in Christ. The justice of God has been fully satisfied in the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ our Lord. As the angel declared to Joseph, “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name
Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins" (Matthew 1:21). Perhaps this verse was deleted purely in
the name of efficiency because it makes the entire song too long. Yet, I also suspect that the theme of sinners
doomed to “endless pains” just isn’t the kind of Christmas sentiment that was popular enough to survive over
the years. Sadly, we prefer shepherds and sages.
I suppose that most hymns today face the common fate of having verses omitted, especially anything
beyond four. (It was almost a standard unwritten rule in my church growing up that verse three would be
skipped in congregational singing.) I even discovered yet another omitted verse to this carol that I had never
heard before either. It originally was the final stanza that brought the entire choir of angels, shepherds, sages,
and sinners together in a joyous song of praise directed to the Triune God:
All creation, join in praising
God the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising,
To th'eternal Three in One
I do personally lament the fact that we seriously lack clear Trinitarian themes in our modern praise music. Furthermore, it is unfortunate that this emphasis has sometimes been deleted even out of our old traditional
hymns. I personally suspect this is done more out of theological neglect rather than an intentional attack on
Trinitarian doctrine. We have lost the urgent need to protect this precious Christian doctrine perhaps because
it is no longer the obvious element of our faith that is under direct attack in our modern world. However, if we
lose a clear understanding of God as Triune—Father, Son, and Spirit—the entire gospel will unravel before our
very eyes! Christmas might as well just completely be about cute nativity scenes, advent calendars, candy
canes, trees and presents.
Friends, as Christmas is now behind us once again, let us continue to
“Come and worship, Come and worship, Worship Christ, the newborn King” as we also “Evermore your voices
raising, To th'eternal Three in One.”
In the Peace of Our Lord,
Daniel

MEN’S MINISTRIES
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Men’s Bible Study meets Saturday mornings in person and via Zoom at 7:30
for fellowship and Bible study. Daniel Ransom leads the study.

Angel Tree
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
With your faithful support, we were able to sponsor all of the children
assigned to Graeagle Community Church and then some!

It is a joy to be part of this church family! Thank you for the wonderful
Christmas gift this year. Your generosity always amazes us. We thank the
Lord for the blessing and privilege of serving alongside you.
Grace and Peace to you from Christ Our Savior—
Daniel, Erin, Angela, Jack, Hannah and Clara
We would like to thank you for all the wonderful cards, goodies and gifts
sent our way this Christmas season. In addition we would like to thank you
for the very generous Christmas gift given by the church family. Words
cannot express how much we love you all and the privilege we feel in serving you and sharing in your lives. It has been a very difficult year for us as
our ministry has changed so significantly in light of the pandemic. We miss
seeing each and every one of you! We are praying for a very blessed,
healthy and God-glorifying 2021 for all of you.
In His Love—Mike and Carolyn

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
MOMS IN PRAYER
Each Monday at 8:00 AM, women are invited to join in a time of prayer for our families.
Prayer requests can be submitted by contacting Nanci Benedict or the church office.
All requests are kept confidential within the Moms in Prayer group.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Join the women on Monday mornings from 9:30 to 11:00.
After a break for the holidays, the ladies’ study will resume on January 4, 2021.
They will begin in new study in Haggai, Ezra and Nehemiah.
Download a lesson from the church website or pick one up from the narthex table.
Child care is not available at this time.
FELLOWSHIP/BOOK STUDY
Women’s Fellowship meets on Saturday mornings at 7:30. The ladies are currently
in the book “The Blessing of Humility” by the late Jerry Bridges.
Please call the church office for meeting location.
WOMEN’S GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
If you have suffered a recent loss, or are having a hard time dealing with any loss,
we invite you to join the Grief Group. The ladies meet on Tuesday afternoons at 2:30.
For more information and meeting location, please call Gail Arterburn at 836-1361.
WOMEN’S RETREAT
Ladies, save the date! The 2021 retreat has already been scheduled.
Mark your calendars for April 30—May 2 and join us a Zephyr Point, Lake Tahoe!
Women’s Bible Study returning Monday, January 4th!
Gail here; I hope you are as excited as I am to be returning to our weekly Bible study on Monday, January
4th, at 9:30 a.m. I know the virus is still out there, so we want to be really careful in following the guidelines so we can meet safely. Stay home if you are sick. Wear a mask if you come – even when seated if you
comfortable in doing so, but always when entering and exiting the building or talking to someone else.
Keep a safe distance from one another. I know we all have our favorite place to sit, but we must be gracious and spread out. The sanctuary is large enough for us to do so safely. Sitting on the back row is
preferable to sitting at home! We will be studying Haggai, Ezra and Nehemiah – the history is fascinating,
and the sovereignty of God is amazing. Come! I am so looking forward to seeing each of you and being together in God’s Word! I have missed you terribly….

By Phone
1.

Dial (408) 638-0968

2. Enter meeting ID# 892 3561 7768,
then press #

Sundays
8:00 AM Worship Service (in the church building)
10:00 AM Worship Service (in the church building)
At this time the above services are limited to 50 each service.
Reservations are a must.
Call, text or email to save your place.
530-354-6131
graeaglechurch@gmail.com
10 AM Worship Service
Live streaming on YouTube and Facebook
at Graeagle Community Church
Live on Zoom (Audio Only)
4 PM Children/Family Service

3. There will be a request to enter an optional
Personal ID #. Ignore this and press # to
continue.
4. You should be admitted to join the conference
by phone. You will automatically be muted unless you press *
By Computer:
Option #1 Join Zoom Meeting by clicking: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89235617768
Meeting ID: 892 3561 7768
Option #2 Open a web browser and go to
www.zoom.us and select "join a meeting" in the
upper right corner. Then enter the Meeting ID:
892 3561 7768
You have the option to either download and use
a Zoom software application on your computer
or continue and join through your web browser. Either way, you will need to enter the meeting ID# 892 3561 7768, make sure Zoom has permission to use your camera and microphone, and
join the conference.

Tuesdays
6 PM Online Bible Study

Wednesdays
5 PM Godward (Youth Group)

Saturdays
7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study with Pastor Daniel
in person and on Zoom
Please contact Pastor Daniel or the church office

ALSO MEETING IN PERSON
Moms in Prayer, Grief Group, Women’s Bible Study
and Women’s Fellowship are all meeting at
their regular times.
(See the January Calendar)
Call the church office for details.

Godward

(Youth Group)

Meeting on Wednesdays
at 5:00 PM
Questions? Call Pastor Daniel
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Outdoor services only!

Sun

3

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship

Mon

4

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

10

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship
4 PM Children/
Family Service

17

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship
4 PM Children/
Family Service

24

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship
4 PM Children/
Family Service

31

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship
4 PM Children/
Family Service

Tue

5
2:30 PM Grief
Group

Wed

6

5 PM Godward
(Youth Group)

11

12

13

9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

2:30 PM Grief
Group

7 PM Church
Board Meeting

6 PM Online
Bible Study

18

19

9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

2:30 PM Grief
Group

8 AM Moms in
Prayer

6 PM Online
Bible Study

25

26

9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

2:30 PM Grief
Group

8 AM Moms in
Prayer

6 PM Online
Bible Study

7

Fri

2

8

9

14

15

5 PM Godward
(Youth Group)

16

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

21

22

23

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

5 PM Godward
(Youth Group)

27

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

5 PM Godward
(Youth Group)

20

Sat

1

10 AM Knit, Crochet, Quilt and
Pray

6 PM Online
Bible Study

8 AM Moms in
Prayer

Thu

28

29

30

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

1-Megan Green

2-Dave & Kathy Backman

2-Neo Brown

8-Terry & Pat Grew

7-Steph Aldrich
9-JoAnne Christensen
10-June Boyd
11-Debbie Brooks
12-Debbie Liedblad
Michelle Zempel
14-Melinda Bennett
18-Dee Burwell
19-Linda Kolb
20-Robert Macomber
Blake Preston
21-Joan Olsen
24-Bruce Thompson
26-Wayne Yates Jr.
27-Aila Butterfield
29-Lukas Green

13-Doyle & Judy Frazier
15-Victor & Pam Sepulveda
17-Charles and Pat Weidner
25-Wayne & Wendy Yates Jr.
26-Mike and Debbie Rinehart
29-Orval & Jackie Luckey

