The Newsletter
Graeagle Community Church

April 2021

“He is Risen Indeed”
My second year in college I took a class called Apologetics. It was a class that was designed to equip us to
understand and think well about the fundamentals of our faith in order to better defend those fundamentals
against the criticisms of culture etc. I remember in one of our early classes the professor closed our discussion with a question we were to consider before the next class period. The question went something like
this, “What one doctrine or truth claim, from all of the things you have come to believe as a Christian, if proven to be false, would
destroy your faith or cause you to abandon your faith?” I was a relatively new Christian at that time – only about 3 years old in
my faith – so, as you can imagine, my head was spinning. I remember that as I was walking out of class deep in thought, one of
my classmates came up next to me and asked, “Mike, what do think?” “What would it take for you?” I paged through a few critical doctrines in my mind and the implications of each one being proven false. It was only when I arrived at the resurrection that I
said to my friend, “I believe it would be the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.” I then listed a few of the critical implications of
the bodily resurrection Jesus – things that would prove fatal to the fundamental claims of the Christian faith if His resurrection
from the dead were disproved.
Since that day, I remain convinced that Jesus’ resurrection is absolutely essential to the integrity of biblical Christianity. However, I have come to understand that Jesus’ resurrection from the dead means so much more than I ever imagined in those early
years.
I have come to understand that the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, bodily, is one truth from a collection of several
truths (one event from among several events within the context of time and space) which are Incarnation, Crucifixion, Resurrection, and Ascension to Exaltation. These together, constitute an indivisible whole Gospel truth, which is the Person and Work of
Jesus. Each event finds its meaning and purpose in relationship to or dependence upon the other events.
It is important to note that when I speak of “meaning and purpose” there are two levels to consider. There is the level of objective abstract truth and the level of practical truth; that is the level at which truth impacts and is experienced in daily life. It is a bit
like studying human anatomy in its various systems – cardio vascular, neurological, muscular, skeletal etc. Each element of human biology is studied in the abstract and understood in relationship to every other element. However, the ultimate purpose to
such an objective study is to understand and affect our bodies’ right function as a whole – ultimately in the hopes of affecting
long and healthy lives for individuals.
This past Sunday we looked at the person and work of Jesus – who Jesus is (Incarnation) determines the power, depth and
scope of what Jesus accomplished (Crucifixion). However, it is clear that the goal of the Incarnation is Jesus’ Ascension and
Exaltation to the right hand of the Father. The Incarnation finds its purpose in Ascension/Exaltation and the Exaltation finds the
depth of its meaning in the Incarnation. But what part does Resurrection play in this Gospel? Why not Crucifixion directly to Ascension? Think of the potential drama of that moment – Jesus cries out and breaths His last and His dead body is taken directly
up into glory, right before the eyes of all those witnesses.
The scripture makes clear that the historical and bodily Resurrection of Jesus is the declaration of God that all Jesus claimed
about His person and work – the Gospel - is true (cf. Romans 1:1-4; Acts 2:14-36). Can you imagine what must’ve taken place
during those long, post-resurrection walks Jesus had with His disciples? I would have loved to listen in on the questions they
asked Him and the answers He gave them. Certainly, much of what they learned makes up the content of the New Testament
message. Sunday I quoted T.F. Torrance on the effect of the Resurrection;
“With the resurrection of Jesus from the dead the apostles realized that not only had the decisive event taken place, but
the new age had already dawned; the new creation was already revealed in its transcendent perfection and glory in the
risen man, Jesus – the first-fruits of the resurrection, the new Adam, the earnest and pledge of our inheritance.”
Jesus is presented as the “first-fruits” of the resurrection (cf. 1 Corinthians 15:20-23). This means that we are not to see Jesus’
resurrection solely as a separate or preliminary resurrection guaranteeing our resurrection one day. Rather we are to understand that we who are His are raised with Him!! Jesus went to the cross in our fallen humanity, bearing its weakness and decay. He died our death, bore our sin and our curse and entered our tomb. My sin was judged in Jesus on that cross. I died with

Him (cf. Romans 6:1-5). When He was raised to life on the third day, He was raised the New Man and all who are His are
raised with/in Him. In His ascension and exaltation He took my humanity transformed into the very presence of God – into
the life and love of God. He then poured out His Spirit, giving the Spirit to each believer as a pledge of our inheritance (cf.
Acts 2:22-33; Ephesians 1:13-14). I finished Sunday with more of Torrance;
“…the ends of the world had come upon mankind, and the final victory of God over the forces of evil lay behind…
With Pentecost, the outpouring in fullness of the Holy Spirit, the apostles realized that not only was Jesus Himself
the beginning of the new creation, but by participating in the Holy Spirit the apostles themselves were already participating powers of the age to come and were already living in the new age…”
This truth has many important effects on the practical life and perspective of the believer in Jesus in this present age. I want
to briefly note just two of them. First, by the Spirit I am raised up and seated with Jesus in glory right now (cf. Ephesians 2:6
-7). That means I am in Him and He is in me. I am tethered to Him (cf. Hebrews 6:17-20). We are united and my life is hidden with Jesus in God right now (cf. Colossians 3:1-4). This is a completed work and a sure and certain hope (cf. Romans
8:28-39). Second, I have now been transformed and I am no longer in Adam. Rather I am a new man in Jesus, a member
of the New Humanity (cf. 2 Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians 2:11-22).
What this means is that not only am I presently “…by participating in the Holy Spirit…already participating in the powers of
the age to come and…already living in the new age…” but I have a new identity. It is a transformed and real, fundamental
identity. Before Jesus I was one created in the image of God and fallen in Adam. Everything I was created to be was tainted by my fall in Adam. I was an image bearer of God but I was in decay. I was an image bearer of God but I was in bondage to flesh. I was an image bearer of God and created to live in relationship with Him but I was in bondage to the enemy. I
was an image bearer of God and designed to live in His presence in glory but I was a citizen of this fallen world and under
the judgment of God.
Jesus took on my fallen humanity and my weakness “destroyed sin in sinful flesh” and when He was raised to life as the
forerunner of the New Man, He took me with Him into the presence of the life and love of God. Now I share in His fixed and
strong identity as the new man and His life qualifies my life. Now I can know that I live in this fallen world, a world in decay
but in Jesus I am a citizen of Heaven. Now I can know that my body is dying but I am raised with Jesus and He is my life.
Now I can say, “I have cancer but I am in Jesus.” “My nation is in decline but I am a child of God and a citizen of His Kingdom.” “My culture rejects me and hates me but I am a adopted as a son of God, in the Son, and God is my Father.” I can
look at all of my sin and feel its weight and hear the accusing voice of the enemy and then I can say with certainty “But
Jesus took my judgment at the Cross and His victory is my victory. Now, in Jesus I have been loved by God and I am
brought to the life and love of God.”
Praise God “He is Risen Indeed!”
Mike
Quotes taken from:
Torrance, Thomas F. “Atonement: The Person and Work of Christ” page 428
Ibid. page 429

Made in God’s Image
Last month, we began to look at the a variety of problems in our modern culture and initially diagnosed them as a
collection of issues all stemming from the same central human dilemma—we simply don’t know who we are. We have widespread societal ignorance regarding our true identity as creatures made in the image of God. Many people, including Christians, are unable to understand and articulate God’s perspective of the human body. Sadly, as a result we misunderstand
the purpose sexuality, marriage, relationships, and even life itself. We desperately need God’s word to shape our minds and
conform our thinking to his purposeful design in creation.
The obvious remedy for this ignorance is to start by turning to the first chapter of Genesis and discover how God is
the source and creator of everything. Furthermore, we are told that after his creation was complete, “God saw all that he had
made, and it was very good (Genesis 1:31).” This is critical to understand because it informs us that as we assess our humanity, we learn that our physical bodies are good, trustworthy, and not originally intended to be broken vessels of shame.
We are to trust who God has made us to be and not be suspicious of our bodies.
image:

The creation account in Genesis also clearly teaches that in a climactic act, God specifically created mankind in his
Then God said, "Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea
and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the
ground." 27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he
created them. 28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.
Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the
ground." (Genesis 1:26-28)

The significance of this detail cannot be overstated. What does it mean to be distinctively created in the image of
God in contrast to all other created beings? Although this is a massive theological question, I will attempt to deal with it here
as concisely as possible. First, it is important for us to see that the concept of the words “image” and “likeness” conveys the
sense in which an image is a reflection or representation of something else—something greater. In humanity’s case, we
uniquely represent God, our creator, to the rest of the world. In this sense, we are royal ambassadors and coregents commissioned to execute the King’s rule and reign throughout his kingdom. Thus, the “image of God” is clearly defined in the
context of the Genesis creation account as a unique dominion given only to human beings in which they are called to appropriately govern over all creation. In the way the creation narrative unfolds, God creates three “realms” in days 1-3 (day/night,
heavens above/ waters below, sea/land). Then, he creates three rulers over those realms in days 4-6. The sun, moon, and
stars rule over the realm of light and darkness, the birds and fish rule over the realm of waters and sky, and the animals rule
over the sea and land. However, in Genesis 1:26-30, humanity is given the job of ruling over the whole of God’s creation
order. Genesis 2 expands Adam’s exercise of dominion as God imparts to him the dignity and privilege of naming all the
creatures (Genesis 2:19-20). There is an honorable respect given to humanity in which we rightfully serve as caretakers and
stewards. Dominion does not mean domination. Rather, as fellow created beings, we graciously govern creation understanding and submitting to God’s sovereign rule.
In addition to our dominion role, many have also identified certain unique abilities possessed by human beings in
contrast to other creatures as a consequence of being made in the “image of God.” There is no doubt that we possess great
cognitive capacities for imagination, beauty, science, art, technology, etc… We also have a God-given conscience and an
innate understanding of God’s moral law, no matter how much we at times suppress this truth that God has stamped on every human heart. Clearly, we are to employ the use of these abilities endowed by our Creator as we carry his desired dominion over creation.
In addition to our dominion role, many have also identified certain unique abilities possessed by human beings in
contrast to other creatures as a consequence of being made in the “image of God.” There is no doubt that we possess great
cognitive capacities for imagination, beauty, science, art, technology, etc… We also have a God-given conscience and an
innate understanding of God’s moral law, no matter how much we at times suppress this truth that God has stamped on every human heart. Clearly, we are to employ the use of these abilities endowed by our Creator as we carry his desired dominion over creation.

Made in God’s Image, cont.
Another clear aspect of being God’s image bearers is the theme of fruitfulness and reproducibility. This is clearly
seen in Genesis 1:28. Immediately after creating the man and woman in his image, God blessed them, and commanded
them to be “fruitful and increase in number…” We can see in this command a call, not merely to survival and reproduction for
its own sake, but to reflect the eternal loving relationships found in the Holy Trinity through the pursuit of fitting human relationships. Adam was without a suitable companion until God created Eve from the flesh of man and presented her to him as
a means of profound relational intimacy. As a result, Genesis 2 provides the foundational paradigm of a man leaving his
household, becoming married, entering into a one-flesh relationship with his wife, and bearing children. In this way, humans
reflect God’s work as creator by becoming reflective co-creators in his world. Through the microcosm of the family out into
the rest of human society, we experience the means of relational intimacy and bear witness to a relational God.
The final aspect I want to touch on in terms of what it means for humans to be image bearers has to do with the
physicality of God’s presence in his creation design. He did not create us as disembodied spirits, thus we cannot rightly represent God to the physical world apart from our physical human bodies. Genesis 2:7 zeros in on God’s process of creating
man, saying, “Then the LORD God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life,
and the man became a living being.” Throughout Genesis 1, the goodness of the God’s physical creation is affirmed. However, when God created man from the dust of the earth, he declared his creation to be “very good.” Thus, Genesis 2:7 describes the reason humanity is particularly exalted in creation—because in his physical being, man was endowed with God’s
very presence (his “breath” or “spirit”). Physicality and spirituality are united into one good creation of human beings.
As we consider the importance of a clear understanding of being made in the image of God, we realize that God’s
word provides the only true basis for understanding ourselves in relation to God, one another, and to the world around us.
The creation account in Genesis establishes what we commonly know to be true—that human beings are different from other
creatures, that every human life is of great value and worth, and that we were meant to reflect, obey, and glorify the God who
made us in relationship with Him!
“I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one--I in them and you in me-- so
that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as
you have loved me.” (Joh 17:22-23 NIV)
In the Peace of Our Lord,
Daniel

MEN’S MINISTRIES
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Men’s Bible Study meets Saturday mornings in person and via Zoom at 7:30
for fellowship and Bible study. Daniel Ransom leads the study.
MEN’S RETEAT
The annual (except for 2020) Men’s Retreat has been
scheduled for September 10-12, 2021

Weekly Events at the Graeagle Community Church

Sundays
8:00 AM Worship Service
10:00 AM Worship Service (with Children’s Church)
At this time the above services are limited to 100 each service.
At present we are still asking for reservations.
Call, text or email to save your place.
530-354-6131
graeaglechurch@gmail.com
10 AM Worship Service
Live streaming on YouTube and Facebook
at Graeagle Community Church
Live on Zoom (Audio Only)

Mondays
8 AM Moms in Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

Tuesdays
2:30 PM Women’s Grief Group **
6 PM Online Bible Study on Zoom

Wednesdays
5 PM Godward (Youth Group)

Saturdays
7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study with Pastor Daniel
in person and on Zoom
Please contact Pastor Daniel or the church office
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship**
** Call the church office for location

By Phone
1. Dial (408) 638-0968
2. Enter meeting ID# 892 3561 7768,
then press #
3. There will be a request to enter an optional
Personal ID #. Ignore this and press # to
continue.
4. You should be admitted to join the conference
by phone. You will automatically be muted unless you press *
By Computer:
Option #1 Join Zoom Meeting by clicking
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89235617768
Meeting ID: 892 3561 7768
Option #2 Open a web browser and go to
www.zoom.us and select "join a meeting" in the
upper right corner. Then enter the Meeting ID:
892 3561 7768
You have the option to either download and use
a Zoom software application on your computer
or continue and join through your web browser. Either way, you will need to enter the meeting ID# 892 3561 7768, make sure Zoom has permission to use your camera and microphone, and
join the conference.

Godward

(Youth Group)

Meeting on Wednesdays
at 5:00 PM
Questions? Call Pastor Daniel

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
MOMS IN PRAYER
Each Monday at 8:00 AM, women are invited to join in a
time of prayer for our families. Prayer requests can be
submitted by contacting Nanci Benedict or the church
office. All requests are kept confidential within the
Moms in Prayer group.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Join the women on Monday mornings from 9:30
to11:00. Currently studying Haggai, Ezra and Nehemiah.
Download a lesson from the church website or pick one
up from the narthex table.
Child care is not available at this time.
FELLOWSHIP/BOOK STUDY
Women’s Fellowship meets on Saturday mornings at
7:30. The ladies are beginning a study in the book
“Outlive Your Life by Max Lucado.
Please call the church office for meeting location.
WOMEN’S GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
If you have suffered a recent loss, or are having a hard
time dealing with any loss, we invite you to join the
Grief Group. The ladies meet on Tuesday afternoons at
2:30. For more information and meeting location,
please call Gail Arterburn at 836-1361.
KNIT, CROCHET, QUILT AND PRAY
The ladies (gentlemen are invited as well) meet the first
Wednesday of the month to tie prayer blankets for
those who are in need of some TLC (suffering loss, illness, undergoing treatments, etc.) Anyone is welcome
to join the group and help with the tying and the praying. If you know of someone who would benefit from
receiving a blanket, please contact the church office or
Nanci Benedict. Not meeting April 7th.
WOMEN’S RETREAT
April 30-May 2
Zephyr Point Conference Center Lake Tahoe.
If you are registered, watch for important
information coming to you by mail!
WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
The annual tea is scheduled for Saturday, May 22nd.
Make sure you have that date on your calendar!

On
Butterfly
Wings
Women’s Tea
Saturday, May 22nd
2 o’clock pm
Graeagle Community Church
Reservations begin April 11
Sign up in the narthex
or call the church office
KIDS—did you get your April copy
of Kids’ Konnection?
Have Mom or Dad call the church
office if you are not getting this
new publication in the mail!

Life Together – The Classic Exploration of Christian Community
by Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Reviewed by Gail Arterburn

I have always been a bit intrigued by and in awe of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. I am also
very saddened by his death at the age of 39 on April 9, 1945, when he was executed
by the Nazis just 2 weeks before the Flossenburg concentration camp where he was
held was liberated by the Allied Forces. What kind of faith allowed this man to stand
firm in Christ and in the truth of scripture while continuing to minister to others and encourage their faith during
the worst of times and conditions? What sustained this man? I think a small part of the answer to that question can
be found in his book Life Together which, at least in part, is his account of the unique fellowship he experienced
in an underground seminary during the Nazi years in Germany. In this small book, he has a lot to say about how
we need to live in community with other believers in our churches, among other Christians and in our families. As
I was re-reading this book recently for our book club, I looked at it anew – this time from the perspective of the
loss of fellowship with other believers that we have experienced to a degree because of COVID restrictions. I do
not necessarily agree with everything he says – perhaps because I have not lived as he lived and experienced all he
experienced. But with that said, there is plenty here for all us to learn and apply. To that end, here are a few excerpts worthy of thinking about:
The physical presence of other Christians is a source of incomparable joy and strength to the believer. (p.19)
It is easily forgotten that the fellowship of Christian brethren is a gift of grace, a gift of the Kingdom of God
that any day may be taken from us….therefore, let him who until now has had the privilege of living a
common Christian life with other Christians praise God’s grace from the bottom of his heart. (p. 20)
…God has put his Word into the mouth of men in order that it may be communicated to other men…God has
willed that we should seek and find His living Word in the witness of a brother…therefore, the Christian
needs another Christian who speaks God’s Word to him. (p. 22)
The pious fellowship permits no one to be a sinner. So everybody must conceal his sin from himself and from
the fellowship. So we remain alone with our sin, living in lies and hypocrisy. The fact is that we are sinners! You are a sinner, a great, desperate sinner; so come as the sinner that you are to God who loves
you. (110-111)
All sham was ended in the presence of Christ. The misery of the sinner and the mercy of God – this was the
truth of the Gospel in Jesus Christ. It was in this truth that his Church was to live. (p.111)
The more isolated a person is, the more destructive will be the power of sin over him, and the more deeply he
becomes involved in it, the more disastrous is his isolation. Sin wants to remain unknown. It shuns the
light. (p. 112)
In confession the break-through to community takes place….Since the confession is made in the presence of a
Christian brother, the last stronghold of self-justification is abandoned….The sin concealed separated
him from the fellowship…the sin confessed has helped him to find true fellowship with the brethren in Jesus Christ. (p.113)
May we take seriously the value of Christian fellowship. When I get to heaven, I would love to sit down and have
a cup of coffee with Dietrich Bonhoeffer and enjoy fellowship with him!

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

Fri

2

Sat

3

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

7 PM Good Friday Communion
Service

4

EASTER
8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship
11:30 Egg Hunt
11:30-1 PM
Lunch/Fellowship
1:00 PM Worship
in Faith Park

11

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship

5

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

6

7

2:30 PM Grief
Group

1 PM Prayer

6 PM Online
Bible Study

12

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

18

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship

19

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study
7 PM Church
Board Meeting

14

2:30 PM Grief
Group

1 PM Prayer

25

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship

26

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

21

2:30 PM Grief
Group

1 PM Prayer

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

15

16

17

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

22

23

24

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

5 PM Godward
(Youth Group)

27

28

2:30 PM Grief
Group

1 PM Prayer

6 PM Online
Bible Study

10

5 PM Godward
(Youth Group)

20

6 PM Online
Bible Study

9

5 PM Godward
(Youth Group)

13

6 PM Online
Bible Study

8

5 PM Godward
(Youth Group)

29

30
Women’s Retreat “...but God”
Zephyr Point Conference
Center

