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This weekend we celebrate the 4th of July – the anniversary of our nation’s founding. We are in unusual times as a nation when to celebrate our nation and its history does not bring us together. Rather to celebrate our nation’s founding and to stand for its anthem sharply divides us. Even as I sit
here on this Friday morning there is a call among some to boycott celebrating our nation’s founding. My family and I will not forego the celebration of our nation’s founding or be ashamed of the
red, white and blue colors which make up the nation’s flag. Please don’t hear an “in your face” tone
in my words. I want to be able to look back at our nation and its development with the relative objectivity,
clarity and wisdom available when looking at events and cultural with the panoramic perspective only
provided by history. I want to see, grieve, and learn from her sins and I want to rightly marvel at and celebrate her noble characteristics – make no mistake they both exist in volume. At the same time, and more
importantly, I want to bring the voice of God to bear – through His Word – on our (the church’s) ongoing
conversation about this nation, which is dear to me. I want to attempt to do this with a couple of disclaimers or qualifying acknowledgements. The first is that I am in no way a scholar of U.S. history. In fact there
are many of you reading this article who are much more well-read/studied in our nation’s history than I
am. The second qualifying declaration is that I do not pretend to understand the complexities of the historical, legal, governmental or cultural implications of what is taking place right now – Black Lives Matter,
LBGTQ, Abortion law, the rise of anarchists and the apparent shifts in the tone and content of our political “discourse.” The above disclaimers notwithstanding, I believe that we must guard against entering into
the narrative of culture on culture’s terms and using the culture’s medium. In addition we must never allow culture to define us - Christians or the Church or the gospel. Likewise we must never seek the culture’s approval shrinking back from the gospel – being ashamed of Jesus - in the fear of being “cancelled”
or censored. Finally we must never allow ourselves to enter into the graceless practice of qualifying or
defining a people, nation or individual by their worst moments. This is a time for the church to embrace
Paul’s admonition of Romans 12:1-2 – more on that Sunday.
I will begin with a personal testimony which is intended to give you insight into the transformation which
has taken place in my passions, allegiances, commitments etc.. On August 16, 1978 in a Wednesday night
service at the Maranatha Baptist Church on the island of Okinawa God called me to Himself. He opened
my eyes to see His glory in the face of Jesus and I was born again by the Spirit. Though I did not fully realize what had taken place, I instantly became a new creation in Christ. Within days I began to experience
the transformation of my affections and I became a lover of God above all else (cf. Romans 8:5-11).
As I studied His Word I began to understand that I was now a citizen of heaven with my hope and my ultimate allegiance transferred to my new King – Jesus – and to His Kingdom (cf. Philippians 3:20-21; also
Hebrews 12:28-29). When He made me alive He had transferred me from the kingdom of darkness, the
kingdom now under the reign of Satan, to the Kingdom of light, the Kingdom of His beloved Son (cf.
Ephesians 2:1-4; Colossians 1:9-13). I began to understand that I was now a stranger and a sojourner in
the world, the nation, I had once called home (cf. 1 Peter 1:17; 2:11-12). God left me here in this place to
be an ambassador of the gospel, of my new King – Jesus - and of His kingdom. That didn’t negate my
U.S. citizenship or my love for this world or my nation. Rather I sensed more than ever before that God
had given me the high calling to love my country more deeply now and with His heart of redemption. It is
the high calling given every Christian to carry God’s offer of reconciliation - the “word of reconciliation”
- to the world alienated from God by sin (cf. 2 Corinthians 5:17-21; also Matthew 28:18-20). So I settled
in here in this place – however imperfectly – with the admonition of the prophet Jeremiah resonating in
my mind (cf. Jeremiah 29:1-14; also as the Lord said to Solomon at the dedication of the Temple - 2
Chronicles 7:11-16; also 1 Timothy 2:1-7). I knew with all of my heart that the worst thing I could do as a

Christian and now as a pastor is to put my love for and allegiance to my earthly nation/home ahead of my
love for Jesus and my allegiance to His Kingdom. I could not cherish the flawed offer of liberty made by
our founders to the citizens of this nation – a nation so dear to me - ahead of the perfect liberty of soul
and the hope it secured purchased at the cross - which is the place of the ultimate victory where my beloved Jesus purchased my life, won my freedom, and secured my hope. It would be catastrophic to this
nation and injurious to the cause of Christ.
So - What I have come to know – what I do know with certainty - is that the one and only true God is
the God of the Bible. He is the God I came to know, as my Father, through the Son on August 16, 1978 –
on a Wednesday night – in that church service on Okinawa. He – my Father – now as then, remains on
His throne as the Sovereign One over all of the activities of man – in every detail, in every moment and
in every culture throughout history. I know that bigotry, racism, insatiable sexual lusts, confusion about
identity in all of its manifestations, the exile from God’s presence as a consequence our of innate depravity which leaves us longing for meaning, for purpose which transcends this temporal life – these all and
more exist in the hearts of every human being. I know that the Bible teaches we were all exiled from the
presence of God in Adam and are under “the reign of sin and death” (cf. Romans 5:12-21). We are all
born “dead in transgressions and sins” living in a world created by God in perfection and beauty but now
cursed because of Adam’s sin. It is a world now temporarily under the rule of Satan (cf. Ephesians 2:1-3;
Romans 5:12-21). This explains all that we see going on in our culture – which is not unique to our place
and time (cf. Romans 1:18-32). I know that no nation – no matter how noble the vision of its founders, no
matter how pure its ideals or how fairly its laws are applied – can fix what is wrong in the hearts of its
citizens. I know that no nation can provide salvation for its citizens and that no nation can be the hope of
humanity. Therefore I know that “God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). Jesus came to take upon Himself
every ounce of hatred, bigotry, racism, sexual sin, rebellion, hopelessness etc. – to destroy Satan, sin, the
curse, and death – and to offer forgiveness, reconciliation with God and intimacy with His Father as our
Father. Jesus came because God loves everyone of every race. Though I cannot endorse the movement
and there is no justification for the rioting taking place in our cities – I know that the life of every black
man, woman and child matters to God – the life of every unborn child matters to God – the life of every
man or woman whose has same sex attraction matters to God – the life of every young person angry
about life and lost without purpose matters to God – because God loves individuals and He sent Jesus to
rescue individuals of every race, ethnicity, age group, political persuasion, of every nation. That’s the
gospel! Because that is true – I know that all of human history is actually the unfolding of His great story
of redemption through Jesus. This time and these events in this nation are as much a part of the sovereign, loving and grace filled work of redemption as was first century Rome, as was 16th century Europe
(Reformation) or 18th century America. They are all filled with the same glory revealing and sin scarred
implications which have characterized every interaction of the kingdoms of man with the Kingdom of
God.
The question is Christian, will you allow yourself to be conformed to the schemes of this world – be
drawn into its narrative on its terms – or will you be transformed by the renewing of your mind so that
you can speak the words of reconciliation and be witnesses to the life of God offered in Jesus? I want to
close by asking you to read Romans 12:17-21.
Set your gaze upward in Jesus and speak hope to a world in despair (Colossians 3:1-4).
Mike

“Take Heart; I Am. Do not be afraid.”
There is a wonderful passage in the Gospel of Mark that I absolutely love because it highlights the
amazing divine power of Jesus while also revealing his intriguing method of leading and teaching his
disciples. What could be taken as yet another miraculous event in which Jesus simply calmed the
wind and the waves, Mark’s record of the event reinforces the primary lesson of his gospel—the truth that Jesus is the
Messiah, the divine Son of God.
Immediately after the feeding of the five thousand in Mark 6:30-44, Jesus made his disciples get into the boat late in
the day and go on ahead of him to the other side. He went alone to pray on a nearby mountain, similar to many other
times in the Gospels when Jesus slipped away to spend time with the Father. I think I can understand Jesus’ motivation
for solitude here in this situation, especially after just ministering to the crowds. However, it is not immediately clear
what his desire was for his disciples in the subsequent events. Why did he send them out to get a nighttime rowing
workout? Mark tells us in 6:47-48 that Jesus could see his disciples out in the middle of the Sea of Galilee trying to row
across, as he instructed, but being tormented by a strong wind in the opposite direction. But then the question becomes why did he not immediately go to save them once he observed them struggling? Instead, he apparently remained praying into the night before leaving on foot across the lake towards his disciples just before dawn.
Of course, one amazing detail in this story is the fact that Jesus miraculously walked on water! I think Christians can
easily take this for granted because we have heard about Jesus doing this before. Essentially, the shock of this detail has
worn off just as it tends to do with other familiar miracles as well. But Jesus actually walked on water! This is largely why
his disciples were terrified in the boat and thought he was a ghost as Jesus came into view while walking towards them.
However, there is this small detail that Mark includes in vs. 48 that confounds us further. Translations differ in the wording because of the ambiguity in the phrase “…He meant to pass by them (ESV),” “He was about to pass by them (NIV),”
or “…and would have passed by them (KJV).” It seems clear that in some way, Jesus desired not to go to the boat and
save his disciples from the strong wind. Instead, I believe his desire was primarily to reveal something to his disciples
about himself that would ultimately serve them in a much greater way than temporary relief from wind in the moment.
Likely, Jesus was intending to pass by in the same way that God “passed by” in front of Moses at Mt. Sinai in Exodus
33:19-22.
And the LORD said, "I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the LORD,
in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have
compassion. (Exod. 33:19 NIV)
In addition to Jesus’ desire to “pass by” while powerfully revealing his glory to his disciples by walking on water, I believe Jesus’ statement while doing so is also a similar proclamation of his holy name. In vs. 50, Mark recounts the only
words spoken to them, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” I believe that in the context, the self-identifying words are
better translated “I Am” instead of “it is I.” Jesus was doing more than merely telling his disciples not to be afraid because he was present. Like with Moses, he was displaying his divine power while declaring himself to be the LORD
(Yawheh, the great “I Am”). Thus, this entire event was intended to be more of a revelation to the disciples than a rescue. Jesus’ desire was for them to know more clearly who he truly was—the Christ, the Son of God.
Unfortunately, this was another lesson that the disciples failed to learn. Mark records for us these words at the end
of the narrative:
Then he climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died down. They were completely amazed, for they had
not understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened. (Mark 6:45-52)
A hardening of their hearts prevented them for understanding this lesson in addition to the previous lesson with the
feeding of the five thousand in the proceeding passage. In both events, Jesus was clearly displaying his power by performing amazing miracles by making food multiply and by walking on water. But the intended lesson was more than
merely making their eyes bulge and their jaws drop. Jesus was revealing his identity so that people would accept him as
the promised Christ (or Messiah) and put their trust in him for all things.
Likewise, as we read the gospels and encounter these stories, we also are called not to merely marvel at his miraculous signs, but to put our faith in Jesus as we see him for who he truly is! May we truly rejoice in Christ’s salvation and
have our souls stilled in the midst of trials as we remember that the “waves and winds still know His voice who ruled
them while He dwelt below.”
In the Peace of Our Lord,
Daniel

Sunday Morning Worship
8:00 AM Worship Service (in the church building)
10:00 AM Worship Service (in the church building)
At this time the above services are limited to 60 each service.
Reservations are a must.
Call, text or email to save your place.
Live streaming on YouTube and Facebook
at Graeagle Community Church
Live on Zoom (Audio Only)
Children’s Church
YouTube and Facebook—pre-recorded
Tuesdays at 6:00 PM
Bible Study with Pastor Mike on Zoom
This study is currently in the Psalms
Wednesdays
Godward (Youth Group)
5:30-7:30 PM
Meeting in Faith Park

By Phone
1. Dial (408) 638-0968
2. enter meeting ID# 892 3561 7768, then
press #
3. There will be a request to enter an optional
Personal ID #. Ignore this and press # to continue.
4. You should be admitted to join the conference by phone. You will automatically be
muted unless you press *
By Computer:
Option #1 Join Zoom Meeting by clicking: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89235617768
Meeting ID: 892 3561 7768
Option #2 Open a web browser and go to
www.zoom.us and select "join a meeting" in
the upper right corner. Then enter the Meeting ID: 892 3561 7768
You have the option to either download and
use a Zoom software application on your
computer or continue and join through your
web browser. Either way, you will need to
enter the meeting ID# 892 3561 7768, make
sure Zoom has permission to use your camera
and microphone, and join the conference.

Saturdays
Men’s Bible Study with Pastor Daniel in person and on Zoom
Please contact Pastor Daniel or the church office
Moms in Prayer, Grief Group, Women’s Bible Study
and Women’s Fellowship are meeting.
Call the church office for details.

Godward Summer
Meetings
Every Wednesday
5:30-7:00 PM
In Faith Park
(No meetings on July 29th
and August 5th)

MEN’S MINISTRIES
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Men’s Bible Study meets Saturday mornings at 7:30 for fellowship
and Bible study. Daniel Ransom leads the study.
MEN’S RETREAT
The 2020 Men’s Retreat has been scheduled for the weekend of
September 11th-13th. The retreat will take place at the church in Faith Park.

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
MOMS IN PRAYER
Each Monday at 8:45 AM, women are invited to join in a time of prayer for our families.
Prayer requests can be submitted by filling out a card in the narthex and dropping it in
the box provided. All requests are kept confidential within the Moms in Prayer group.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Join the women on Monday mornings from 9:30 to 11:00.*
Download a lesson from the church website or pick one up from the narthex table.
Child care is not available at this time.
FELLOWSHIP/BOOK STUDY
Women’s Fellowship meets on Saturday mornings at 7:30.
Please call the church office for meeting location.
WOMEN’S GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
If you have suffered a recent loss, or are having a hard time dealing with any loss,
we invite you to join the Grief Group. The ladies meet on Tuesday afternoons at 2:30.
For more information please call Gail Arterburn at 836-1361.
WOMEN’S RETREAT
Ladies, save the date! The 2021 retreat has already been scheduled.
Mark your calendars for April 30—May 2 and join us a Zephyr Point, Lake Tahoe
for an extraordinary weekend!

Fire Road: The Napalm Girl’s Journey through the Horrors of War
to Faith, Forgiveness, and Peace
by Kim Phuc Phan Thi
Reviewed by Stevani Rast
Are you old enough to remember “Napalm Girl”? Whether you are or aren’t, this book will
sear into your soul layers of awe and reverence for God’s gifts to us of courage, strength,
resilience, and faith. This is the memoir of Kim Phuc Phan Thi, a 9 year old girl in a small impoverished rural village in South Vietnam, who was the innocent victim of a napalm attack in 1972 during the Vietnam War. She was
the subject of one of the most iconic photographs of that war. You will be overwhelmed with wonder when you
read of the life behind and beyond this historic photo.
With third- and fourth-degree burns over 30% of her body, burns that ate deep into the layers of skin, muscles,
and ligaments, Kim Phuc began a lifetime of unrelenting unbearable pain, disfigurement, surgeries and many
other seemingly impossible trials. But this is a book of so much more, not only survival but miraculous, vibrant
triumph.
God knew what this child of His was capable of. Even as this book recounts the heartbreaking losses, privation,
political repression and more, it becomes the joyous story of the birth of a strong Christian faith. Against unbelievable odds, this child of war becomes a beacon of hope, healing, strength, transformation and finally forgiveness and inner peace.
I leave you with four life lessons Kim Phuc taught me:
Walk by faith
Choose to be content
Prayer heals you
Be like Jesus

JACK
HARRIS
turned

On Wednesday, June 10th we said
goodbye to Dottie Jenkins.
She writes...
To my Church family and friends,
I searched my heart to try to find the
right words to truly express how each of
you have touched my heart with your
loving words to me at my farewell picnic
and what I came up with is all the words
from the song you sang to me I would
sing to you (Friends by Michael W.
Smith). Each of you will always be a

Thank you to those who shared in the
celebration of my 100th birthday on
Sunday, June 14th when a line of cars
passed by my seated position near our
church’s entrance for nearly an hour.
Truly an expression of love and friendship for me and our church family. The
Lord has blessed me in so many ways
where each of you are concerned.

sweet blessing from God to me I love
you all and will carry each of you within
my heart this is not goodbye it’s see you
later for I will be back for visits. Thank
you for all your love encouragement
hugs and prayer over the years. I will
miss you all !!!!!!
Love,
Dottie

I truly love you all,
Jack

It’s finally happening!
July 11th
24 Shasta Trail
8:00 AM—3:00 PM
Please contact Daniel at
530-927-7321
if you have items that you
would like to donate

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Thu

2

Fri

3

Sat

4

7:30 AM Zoom
Men’s Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s
Fellowship*

5:30 PM Godward
(Faith Park)

5

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship

6

8:30 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s
Bible Study

5:30 Family Service (Faith Park)

12

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship

13

8:30 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s
Bible Study

5:30 Family Service (Faith Park)

19

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship

20

8:30 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s
Bible Study

5:30 Family Service (Faith Park)

26

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship

27

8:30 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s
Bible Study

7

8

9

10

6 PM Zoom Bible
Study

5:30 PM Godward
(Faith Park)

14

15

8 AM-3 PM Youth
Garage Sale
24 Shasta Trail

16

17

18

7:30 AM Zoom
Men’s Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s
Fellowship*

2:30 PM Grief
Group*
6 PM Zoom Bible
Study

5:30 PM Godward
(Faith Park)

21

22

23

24

25

7:30 AM Zoom
Men’s Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s
Fellowship*

2:30 PM Grief
Group*
6 PM Zoom Bible
Study

5:30 PM Godward
(Faith Park)

28

29

6 PM Zoom Bible
Study

7:30 AM Zoom
Men’s Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s
Fellowship*

2:30 PM Grief
Group*

2:30 PM Grief
Group*

11

30

31

1– Jeff MacInnes
2-Merri Lynn Lipka
3-Cliff Russell
4-Angela Ransom
Amber Schildman (Fellner)
5-Lori Grosse
Pam Sepulveda
6-Marge Fowler
Cathi Lincoln
8-Ashlie Preston
9-James Backman
11-Avery Artaz
Peter Hackbusch
Alyssa Paige

12-Erin Ransom
15-Charlotte Wade
20-Daniel Ransom
21-Bob Brooks
Mary Jones
22-Cecily Clark
24-Judy Frazier
27-Terry Clinch
28-Judy Morrow
29-Joyce Sears-Batchelder
30-Peggy Johnson

10-Tom & Jennifer Smith
13-Lonnie & Lyn Nafzgar
16-David & Nina Stone
17-Les and Sheila Hicks
21-Peter & Cindy Hackbusch

