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At the start of the COVID-19 lockdown I chose to go away from the planned brief series of newsletter articles on the exaltation
passages in Hebrews – passages in which it is said that Jesus “sat down” at the Father’s right hand. Rather, I chose to write an
article in which I attempted bring a Biblical perspective to bear on the multi-layered and national/international crisis brought on
by this pandemic – a crisis made more ominous by what the experts did not know. I wanted to address the question, doubts and
even fears I knew resonated in the hearts of the folks in our church. After a brief return, in May, to our look into the exaltation of
Jesus in the argument of Hebrews, I believe we need to take another unplanned detour to address what is now dominating our
national life – the daily and violent riots threatening our nation’s cities, and which dominate our political “discourse,” our social
media and our daily news cycles.
The details of the actual events which led to the in custody death of a black man (George Floyd) at the hands a white police
officer (Derek Chauvin) were captured on camera and seem indisputable. A nation watched in horror as officer Chauvin knelt on
the back of Mr. Floyd’s neck, pinning him to the ground for what seemed like an eternity. We listened to George Floyd plead with
officer Chauvin to be let up because he could not breath, until finally he became unresponsive. Still officer Chauvin remained on
Mr. Floyd’s neck, callously disregarding the desperate pleas from those looking on to help his prisoner. Reasonable people
needed to express their grief and outrage at what we saw. Police departments needed to have in house conversations about
policies, procedures and underlying attitudes which allowed for something so horrific to take place. Finally we needed to have
time see justice done, and where necessary, to effect change. As a nation, we needed to be together, hearing from and affirming the real concerns of the different communities which make up who we are as a nation. People need(ed) to be heard. The
legitimate protests which make up a part of our national discourse and are often necessary to bring about change, were hijacked
and exploited by individuals and groups who would take the opportunity to riot, disrupt, destroy, pillage and even kill – often for
personal pleasure and gain.
Sadly the national discussion has shifted. The atrocity of the death of the man, George Floyd, has become a footnote to the violent riots which now occupy our personal conversations and our national “discourse.” At the same time as the violent riots dominate the national scene – as is always the case, there are sincere men and women – people of good conscience and right motives – who stand apart and shine through in this dark time. Law enforcement personnel equally outraged and grieved at what
took place are approached by those gathered for legitimate and peaceful protest and they are seen embracing, shaking hands,
and bowing or kneeling together in prayer – in acts of vulnerability, trust and in many ways solidarity. Tragically, because of
those who persist in violent rioting, those noble moments are not allowed to stand – as they should - in contrast to the awful
death of George Floyd. Rather they are set against the rioting.
After saying all of this, how are you and I as followers of Jesus, as His church, to respond rightly, to think rightly and speak rightly in response to all that has taken place? In a moment I’m going to defer to a prayer offered up John Piper that I believe really
brings the heart of God to the response of the church. In setting up what Piper writes I want to say that in times like these it is
impossible for us to think rightly and speak effectively from the perspective the world offers us – the perspective which permeates every news story, almost every statement made by politicians or found in social media posts. It goes without saying that
Christians must be people of the Word – people shining with Light and bringing Truth and Grace to bear on every situation.
Piper’s prayer is so poignant because he intentionally and daily meets with God in His Word before he ever starts his day. He
doesn’t read the newspaper or go online or make phone calls until God has been given his mind and heart. When we lose our
bearings in the fog of the emotion and complexity that comes in times like these, let’s be those on our knees before God. Let us
open His Word and let us go to the one place which is the “true north” of our souls and there regain our perspective. That place
is the cross – the cross upon which Jesus hung. It is there and only there that we can hear, see, perceive, think, feel and respond with the mind and heart of God. The cross alone is the place whence we can speak His word into our fellowship and into
our culture. It is at the cross that it was my sin which crucified Jesus. It was for me that He prayed “Father forgive them….” It is
there that I hear my voice shout “Crucify” – I see my face in the angry crowd along the road which led to Golgotha - my face,
twisted with the disdain of the Jewish leaders at the foot of the cross. I look back saddened by my sin while I love and worship
Him for the majesty of His grace. His relentless love driven grace transformed me to one who now worships Jesus as Lord and
loves His Father as my Father. I know that it is the power of the cross and the relentless love of Jesus which is able to transform
any individual in this tragic and violent story so that I would rejoice to call them brother/sister. Do you believe that? If you become a Bible saturated, Jesus loving, grace loving believer you will shout “YES!!!” The following prayer was written by John Piper, pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church in Minneapolis, and is found on the Desiring God website (desiringgod.org);

Almighty and merciful Father,
Hallowed be your name in Minneapolis. Revered, admired, honored — above every name, in church, in politics, in sports, in
music, in theater, in business, in media, in heaven or in hell. May your name, your absolute reality, be the greatest treasure of
our lives. And may your eternal, divine Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord — crucified for sin, risen from the dead, reigning forever —
be known and loved as the greatest person in this city.
It was no compliment to the city of Nineveh, but it was a great mercy, when you said to your sulking prophet Jonah, “Should not
I pity Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know their right hand from their
left?” (Jonah 4:11).
Oh, how kind you are to pity our folly rather than pander to our pride. Jonah could not fathom your mercy. His desire was the
fire of judgment. And you stunned him, and angered him, with the shock of forgiveness.
“Oh, how large is your heart toward cities in their sin and misery.”
And have we not heard your Son, crying out to the city that would kill him, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood
under her wings, and you were not willing!” (Matthew 23:37)?
Oh, how large is your heart toward cities in their sin and misery.
Yes, we have heard you speak mercy to great cities. Did you not say, to Jerusalem, “This city shall be to me a name of joy, a
praise and a glory before all the nations of the earth” (Jeremiah 33:9)? They were not worthy — not any more than Nineveh, or
Minneapolis. But you are a merciful God, “slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness” (Exodus 34:6).
And what are we? Debtors. Whose only hope is grace. For we could never pay back the honor we have stolen from your name.
How precious, then, is the lightning bolt of truth that “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners!” (1 Timothy 1:15).
And for what have you saved us, Father? To what end did you forgive, and cleanse, and free, and empower your people? You
have told us, “In the coming ages I will show the immeasurable riches of my grace in kindness toward you in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:7). Yes. That is best. You are your best gift to us.
But that’s a long way off, Lord. What about now? For now, we live in Minneapolis, not heaven. This is our home away from
Home. We love our city. We love her winters — yes, we do — and cherish her spring. We love her great river and her parks.
Her stadiums and her teams. We love her lakes and crystal air. We love her beautiful cityscape. We love her treelined neighborhoods, her industry, her arts, her restaurants, and recycling.
And we love her people. Her old immigrant Swedes and new immigrant Somalis. Her African Americans, her Asians, her Latinos. We love those with so many genetic roots they don’t know what box to check. We love her diversity — every human precious because you made each one like yourself and for your glory.
This is our home away from Home. We are sojourners and exiles in this city (1 Peter 2:11). So we ask again: For what have
you saved us? Here and now?
Open our hearts to hear your answer, Lord: “Seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord
on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare” (Jeremiah 29:7).
Yes, Lord. Yes. This is our heart for Minneapolis. We seek her welfare. We pray on her behalf.
For those who knew George Floyd best and loved him most, bring them your consolation, and direct their hearts to the God of
all comfort.
For Derek Chauvin, who put his knee on Floyd’s neck for seven minutes, until he died, we ask for the mercy of repentance and
the judgment of justice. For officers Thomas Lane and Tou Thao and Alexander Kueng, who stood by, we pray that grief and
fear will bear the fruit of righteous remorse; and may the seriousness of the killing and the cowardice of the complicity meet with
proper penalties.
For the upright police who have watched all ten minutes of the unbearable video of Floyd’s dying, who consider it “horrific” and
“inhuman,” who find it unbelievable that Chauvin did not say a single word for seven minutes as the man under his knee pled
for his life, and who lament with dashed hopes that they must start again from “square one” to rebuild what meager trust they
hoped to have won — for these worthy servants of our city, we pray that they would know the patient endurance of Jesus
Christ, who suffered for deeds he did not do.
“We pray that the compounding of sorrows will not compound our sin, but send us running to the Savior.”
For police chief Medaria Arradondo, Hennepin County Attorney Mike Freeman, our Mayor Jacob Frey, and our Governor Tim
Walz, we ask for the kind of wisdom that only God can give — the kind King Solomon had when he said, “Cut the baby in
half” (1 Kings 3:16–28), and discovered the true mother.

May our leaders love the truth, seek the truth, stand unflinching for the truth, and act on the truth. Let nothing, O Lord, be swept under
the rug. Forbid that any power or privilege would be allowed to twist or distort or conceal the truth, even if the truth brings the privileged, the rich, the powerful, or the poor, from the darkness of wrong into the light of right.
For the haters and the bitter and the hostile and the slanderers — of every race — we pray that they will see “the light of the gospel of
the glory of Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:4). We pray that the light will banish darkness from their souls — the darkness of arrogance and
racism and selfishness. We pray for broken hearts, because “a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise” (Psalm 51:17).
We pray that our city will see miracles of reconciliation and lasting harmony, rooted in truth and in the paths of righteousness. We pray
for peace — the fullest enjoyment of shalom, flowing down from the God of peace, and bought at an infinite price for the brokenhearted
followers of the Prince of Peace.
And as the scourge of COVID-19 has now killed 100,000 people in our nation, and still kills 20 people a day in our state — most of
them in our city — and as the virus wreaks havoc with our economy, and riots send lifetimes of labor up in smoke, and the fabric of our
common life is torn, we pray that the compounding of sorrows will not compound our sins, but send us desperate and running to the
risen Savior, our only hope, Jesus Christ.
O Jesus, for this you died! That you might reconcile hopeless, hostile people to God and to each other. You have done it for millions by
grace through faith. Do it, Lord Jesus, in Minneapolis, we pray. Amen.

True Family in Christ Jesus
As Christians, we stand in awe of the gospel and never ceased to marvel at all that God has
done, all that He is doing, and all that He promises to do for us in the future. One of the truths
that I find particularly amazing is how God creates a new family in the church body of believers. And certainly, our fellowship with Him and with each other is not merely like a family, but it indeed is a
true family.
Christ made a point to teach that those who follow him closely as devoted disciples are no less family
than even his natural family members were. “For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother
and sister and mother (Matthew 12:50)." This statement in no way diminishes or disrespects his own mother
or his siblings. Rather, because his own focus was so set on doing the Father’s will, he gave no earthly preferences to those members even of his own earthly family. Furthermore, if we wish to be recognized as Jesus’
true family and treated as such with all the blessed benefits afforded this status, we too must do the will of our
Father in heaven.
Likewise, the apostle Paul makes a point of highlighting the fact that those within the Christian church
belong to God’s “family.” “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those
who belong to the family of believers” (Galatians 6:10). Because we belong to one another in one “body,” we
must show special charity to each other like true family members as we are led by the Holy Spirit and no longer by the flesh. As we are united to Christ, we are united to one another in a manner of relationship transcending all others.
The book of Hebrews shows that God, the one who “makes men holy,” and those who are “made holy” (i.e. believers”) are “of the same family.” The point of this is to conclude the wonderful truth that “Jesus is
not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters (Heb 2:11).” Clearly, when we place our faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ, we are fully adopted into the family of God and given the status of his “brothers and sisters.” Therefore,
since we are given full status in God’s family, let us all the more exhibit the character of God as children fully
secure in Him!
I guess more than anything, I want to simply remind you that this truth about corporately belonging to
God’s family is not merely a sentimental idea. It is a reality that defines our very identity. If you are in Christ,
you are no longer a stranger or an orphan. You belong to the family of God and you will one day receive the
great inheritance along with all the saints as we are given eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord! Let us live now
like the family that we are, for He is our God and we are His people.
In the Peace of Our Lord,
Daniel

Sunday Morning Worship
8:00 AM Worship Service (in the church building)
10:00 AM Worship Service (in the church building)
At this time the above services are limited to 50 each service. Reservations are a must.
Call, text or email to save your place.
Live streaming on YouTube and Facebook at Graeagle Community Church
Live on Zoom (Audio Only)
Children’s Church
YouTube and Facebook—pre-recorded
Tuesdays at 4:00
Bible Study with Pastor Mike on Zoom
This study is currently digging deeper into the Sunday worship service messages.
Wednesdays
Godward (Youth Group) on Zoom
Meeting “in person” soon
Contact Pastor Daniel or the church office for details
Saturdays
Men’s Bible Study with Pastor Daniel on Zoom
Please contact Pastor Daniel or the church office
Moms in Prayer, Grief Group and Women’s Fellowship are meeting.
Call the church office for details.
By Phone
1. Dial (408) 638-0968
2. enter meeting ID# 892 3561 7768, then press #
3. There will be a request to enter an optional Personal ID #. Ignore this and press # to continue.
4. You should be admitted to join the conference by phone. You will automatically be muted unless
you press *
By Computer:
Option #1 Join Zoom Meeting by clicking: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89235617768

Meeting ID: 892 3561 7768

Option #2 Open a web browser and go to www.zoom.us and select "join a meeting" in the
upper right corner. Then enter the Meeting ID: 892 3561 7768
You have the option to either download and use a Zoom software application on your computer or continue and join through your web browser. Either way, you will need to enter the
meeting ID# 892 3561 7768, make sure Zoom has permission to use your camera and microphone, and join the conference.

Women’s Ministry Update!
I am so excited that we do have an update!! Things are getting back to normal – well, at least a new, modified
normal that we will joyfully accept until this whole corona virus thing is behind us. One day it will be a thing of
the past. In the meantime, here’s what is happening right now:

Women’s Bible Study is resuming on Monday, June 15, 9:30 am. We will pick up with Lesson 11 on 1 Corinthians 10:1-11:1, which you should already have. We were unable to discuss it in March as scheduled as class was
cancelled because of 4 feet of snow….followed by more snow….followed by COVID 19! And now it is
June…..hard to believe. Please know we are doing everything we can so that we can meet together safely. We
must continue to take this virus seriously. The church has been sanitized to the extent possible. Obviously, if
you have recently been exposed to the virus or you do not feel well, do not come. We will be meeting in the
sanctuary so that we can spread out for safe social distancing. Face masks/coverings are suggested. Please provide your own (the church does have some available). Sorry, no coffee will be served, and “Brenda’s Café” will
not be open for a while. One of the standard recommendations ( not requirement) from authorities is that individuals who are at higher risk should stay home (CDC includes older adults and those with underlying medical
conditions). Of course, the “older adults” group would include many of us, including me, the teacher, but I am
planning on being there! This is an individual decision for each of you to make for yourselves based on your
own health. You should not come if you are uncomfortable in doing so. We are also limited to 50 people in the
sanctuary. I expect our attendance to be under that; however, if all of you should decide to come, the overflow
will be able to listen to the audio in one of the classrooms. I can hardly wait to see each of you and be together
studying God’s Word. If you have any questions, please call me (Gail, 836-1361) or Carolyn at the church office.

Women’s Grief Group is meeting every Tuesday, from 2:30-4:00 (or longer) at the home of Sandi Williams.
Again, call me or Carolyn if you have any questions.

Women’s Retreat has been scheduled for next year, so put these dates on your calendar – Friday, April 30Sunday, May 2, 2021.

Moms in Prayer has not stopped praying! They have changed their location a couple of times. Please call
Nanci Benedict (530-616-0020) or the church office if you have a request or need more information.

Women’s Fellowship is meeting together again on Saturday mornings at 7:30. Call the church office for
location.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow!

Goodbye Is Not Forever
By Amy George
Reviewed by Paula C. Tiner

In our world, our lives of comfort, even to the point of extravagance, imagine being
four years old wishing for a pair of boots to warm your feet against the snow.
Imagine spending your childhood wishing you could quiet the grumblings of you
empty stomach. Imagine knowing you have a father but don’t know him because he’s been arrested for
standing up for his rights. Imagine not ever seeing a church, never hearing of God or Jesus, and not
knowing there is such a thing as Christmas. Imagine as a mother that your only hope for income is
shoveling coal. Imagine being uprooted from your home and loaded into a cattle train with your
children and hundreds of others to become slave labor for the German army during World War II. Then
imagine being that imprisoned father, now free but so afraid of the oppressive leadership of your small
Ukraine village that you cut short your only visit to see the family you’ve been separated from for forty
years.
This is the true story behind the book, Goodbye Is Not Forever by Amy George. When you read it, you
will be caught up in the trails and trials of poverty, loss, shame, love, forgiveness, and finally joy. You will
see the hand of God on Amy and her family, and how each of them came to know Him, His Son, His
love, and His never-ending grace and mercy.

JACK
HARRIS
is turning

For Dottie Jenkins
Wednesday, June 10
5:00 PM in Faith Park

Bring your own picnic dinner.
We will be observing

Join us for a
drive
drive--through

“social distancing,” but you will
be able to speak with Dottie and
wish her well.

BIRTHDAY PARTY
SUNDAY,
JUNE 14TH
3-4 PM

Cards are encouraged.

GRAEAGLE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
PARKING LOT
(Attendants will be
directing traffic)

Happy Father’s Day!

(Currently looking at July 11th)

Godward still
meeting!

Daniel is looking for some space for
items that need to be stored prior to
the sale. Please contact Daniel at
530-927-7321

Godward has been
meeting on Zoom, but things
are about to change. Contact
Pastor Daniel for more
information.

Date to Be Announced

Sun

Mon

1

8:30 AM Moms in
Prayer

Tue

2

Wed

3

Thu

4

Fri

5

Sat

6
7:30 AM Zoom
Men’s Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

2:30 PM Grief
Group*
4 PM Zoom Bible
Study

7

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship

8

8:30 AM Moms in
Prayer

9

10

11

12

13

7:30 AM Zoom
Men’s Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

2:30 PM Grief
Group*

14

15

3-4 PM DriveThrough Birthday
Party for Jack
Harris

9:30 AM Women’s
Bible Study

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship

8:30 AM Moms in
Prayer

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship

19

20

7:30 AM Zoom
Men’s Bible Study

22

8:30 AM Moms in
Prayer

4 PM Zoom Bible
Study

23

4 PM Zoom Bible
Study

29

8:30 AM Moms in
Prayer

24

25

26

27

7:30 AM Zoom
Men’s Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

2:30 PM Grief
Group*

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship

18

7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

9:30 AM Women’s
Bible Study

28

17

2:30 PM Grief
Group*
7 PM Church
Board Meeting

21

16

5:00 Farewell
Picnic for Dottie
in Faith Park

30

9:30 AM Women’s
Bible Study
2:30 PM Grief
Group*
4 PM Zoom Bible
Study

4-Penny Boeck
Margie Clarkson
Paula Tiner
5-Elise Mudd
6-Molly Yates
7-Stevani Rast
8-Jim Richardson
9-Gracie Yates
11-Steve Brown
Steve Grosse
14-Jack Harris
15-Barbara Hall
Tami MacInnes
16-Sharon Backman

20-Jack Zygner
21-Jennifer Grayson
22-Bev Mitchell
Luke Poole
24-Brenda Correll
Dan Zempel
25-Cindy Hackbusch
Gage Thompson
26-Jackie Luckey
27-Gregory McKurtis
Randy Thompson

6-Caleb & Donna Dorsey
7-Robert & Carol Macomber
9-Randy and Leslie Mikesell
Michael & Carolyn Preston
11-Rodger & Susan Thompson
13-Jim & Kelly Wheaton
18-Joe & Maria Wood
22-Robert & Carol Surryhne
26-Daniel & Erin Ransom
30-George and Marni Poole
Cliff & Lola Russell

