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Earlier this week I was standing alone in the church sanctuary. All of the chairs had been moved out in preparation for
cleaning the carpet. I don’t know why but within moments I
began to think of all the friends who have moved away in
the past two years – and the 10 that would be moving in
June and July. Then I starting to think about some of the
folks that have been here for many years and the new folks
God has added to our number – some new in Christ. I
found myself thinking about the 59 years that this little
church has been in existence and the ups and downs it has
experienced. I thought of all of the men, women, boys and
girls that have come to faith over those years and the many
who have been nurtured in their love for Jesus. There are
multiplied hundreds who have been saved and impacted for
eternity through the ministry of this little church. Then I began to reflect on the 34 years Carolyn and I have been ministering in Graeagle. As I looked around the sanctuary or
thought through the various ministries of the church the
names and faces of so many came to mind. These are the
people we have shared life with, the friends we have made
and loved and with whom we have worshipped. So many of
them have moved away or have gone before us into the
presence of the Lord – hundreds more are gone than remain.
At these times I can’t help but reflect on life and its meaning
– the big questions of life – all in the context of my own life
and our life together as parents, grandparents and as Village Missionaries. If you will forgive me I want to lapse into
the 1st person for the sake of brevity. I began to think about
the stages of life through which I’ve traveled – about the
stage of life in which I find myself today – about the stages
of life yet ahead if God is gracious and gives me much
more life. All of those reflections made me very nostalgic
and a little sad – sad for the many friends I’ve lost and sad
for the many regrets of opportunities missed and time wasted. Nonetheless, almost ironically I ended in a place of
deep contentment.
I began by sorting through my feelings and I asked, “Why
does reminiscing make me so nostalgic, so wistful and
even regretful?” It is in the answering of that question that I
returned to the Word of God for a reminder of the truths
that give me understanding and tremendous encouragement. I must confess that even as I re-read that last sentence I am almost overwhelmed, that God loves me so
much that He gave me His word to shape my understanding and to put my life and the lives of those I love in perspective. The Scripture teaches that I, that we have been
created by God for eternity. When sin entered in, death
came with it and now, we who are designed to be eternal,
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to be immortal, are mortal. As we advance in our mortality
to our final day on this earth we pass through stages of life,
transitions, marked by beginnings and endings. Each stage
ends with an unavoidable sense of loss and each new
stage begins with a sense of anticipation. The nagging truth
just beneath the surface with each transition is that things
are not as they ought to be and life is moving to its end. We
look around us in church, at movies or the restaurant, at the
mall, at family gatherings, and certainly at funerals and we
see each stage of life represented. At retirement parties or
re-unions (this year is my 46th high school reunion- Wow!)
we reconnect with old friends. We remember and reminisce
about the way we were. At funerals or memorial services
we display pictures and hear stories that remind us that this
man or woman we have gathered to honor has walked the
very path that lay before us. We are filled with the emotions
of nostalgia for days gone by and we come to understand
that time spent and opportunities lost are irretrievable. We
are mortal but in our souls we long for immortality and so
we “groan” (cf. Romans 8:18-25). The Scripture is filled with
powerful/poignant statements depicting the harsh reality of
mortality – one such statement is in Psalm 103:13-16, “As
for man, his days are like grass, he flourishes like the flower of the field; the wind blows over it and it is gone, and its
place remembers it no more” (vs 15-16). This short passage pictures the passage of time and mortality in the most
sobering way.
When I arrived in Graeagle I ministered to and with many
who deeply impacted my life as a man of God and a pastor.
Many have gone on before me into heaven and though my
memory of some has dimmed a bit there are others whose
voices I can still hear. Their families and many others would
say the same – they too will never forget. But we too are
mortal and our earthly lives will come to an end. There will
come a time when the people with whom we have walked
are all gone – and a time when even the footprints my
friends and I have left on the path of life will be indistinguishable having mixed with the dust of the prints of those
who have gone before.
However, this sobering critique of life is made by the psalmist in the midst of his psalm of praise and rejoicing. The
rejoicing is in the two basic truths that stand over the harsh
reality of our mortality and they shine like pure light in utter
darkness. 1. The first is the truth that there is One who is
forever, who is Himself immortal, eternal. He is our Creator!
He has looked on us with compassion and acted toward us
in love. His “kingdom” never ends! From everlasting to everlasting His love is with us (cf. 103:8-14, 17-19). That God,
as David wrote in Psalm 139, formed us in the womb, “For

you created my inmost being; you knit me together in
my mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully
and wonderfully made…All the days ordained for me
were written in your book before one of them came to
be.” That means that He, this Eternal One, is involved in
our every moment from our conception until the day we
leave this world and though our place may remember us no
more, He will never forget us. Rather, He loves us with a
perfect and incomprehensible love. In fact He has unspeakable compassion for us in our struggles in this life (cf. 103:8
-14). 2. The second truth is found in the Gospel – it is the
truth of the Cross of Christ and His resurrection. It is implied
in the words of this psalm (103:3-5, 11-13). His love for us
is so deep that He did what needed to be done to address
sin at the deepest level and to “destroy death and bring
immortality to light through the Gospel.” God did that by
sending His Son who took our sin upon Himself and faced
and defeated death for us (John 11:25-26) – “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live,
even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in
me will never die.”

Now as I reflect on my life and grow nostalgic – as I long for
those days that have passed and anticipate the future with
a bit of regret for the loss of the days I now am living – my
mind, my heart immediately goes to the God who is forever,
in whose heart I have safely rested since before the foundations of the world and who loves me with an everlasting
love – the God to whom I matter and who not only will never forget me –but who has given me, in Christ a life that will
never end. And now as I pass through the stages of this life
I move to that day when I am finally in His presence with an
ever diminishing nostalgia for what was lost in Adam and a
growing sense of anticipation for what has been won in
Jesus. As each day passes in His presence it will pass with
no sense of loss rather it will give way to a day so much
richer and fuller than the day before and will bring with it no
regret only deeper joy!! Death really has been swallowed
up in victory!! “Praise the Lord O my soul; all my inmost
being, praise His holy name.”

A Crucial Time for the Future of the Unborn

tion so that we may be able to remain engaged in the fight
for human life and pray regularly for our leaders. May we
not only preach, but also live out the truth as we show the
world the love of God in advocating for the precious unborn—those absent a voice in this entire debate.
Basically, the Supreme Court case concerns a
2018 Mississippi law that restricted most abortions in the
state after 15 weeks. Dr. Thomas Dobbs, a health officer
of the Department of Health representing the state of Mississippi was legally challenged by the Jackson Women’s
Health Organization, which provides abortion in Jackson,
Mississippi, and is actually the only abortion clinic in that
state. The case centers around the question of the constitutionality of all pre-viability prohibitions on elective abortions. Various other states have also passed similar abortion limiting laws, such as the well-known 2021 Texas fetal
heartbeat bill.
What is particularly important in the current Dobbs
case is how it directly challenges two prior major decisions
by the Supreme Court—Roe v. Wade (1973) and Planned
Parenthood v. Casey (1992). In fact, if you observe the
historical legal path that abortion has taken in the United
States, these two landmark cases clearly are the biggest
stepping stones. The Dobbs case is certainly no accident,
but rather a calculated attempt by pro-life advocates both
to boldly confront both the moral evils of abortion and the
dubious legal arguments Roe and Casey are predicated
on.
My curiosity got the best of me while studying this
issue, and before I knew it I was reading through the
Dobb’s 126 pages of oral arguments trying to get a sense
of how both sides argued their cases. The strategy of the

For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in
my mother's womb.
I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
your works are wonderful, I know that full well.
(Psalm 139:13-14)
Please allow me to do something a bit different
this month in my church newsletter article. I simply want to
share with you an issue that has regularly been on my
mind lately, especially in light of the level of attention it has
received in recent days throughout our public debate—the
issue of abortion. I certainly am neither a legal nor medical
expert on these matters, however I would image that the
same is true for the vast majority of you as well. The reality is that we do not need to be verified experts in the eyes
of our society in order to speak or to have an important
stance on this issue. All we need is to be able to think and
feel as Christians, and to trust God’s Word regarding the
basic sanctity of all human life.
I’m sure many of you know this, but perhaps
some are also unaware that this month (June 2022) we are
awaiting the decision and opinion to be officially released
by the United States Supreme Court regarding a landmark
abortion case that was heard in December 2021—Dobbs
v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization. The following is
my best attempt to briefly summarize the legal, political
and moral situation we find ourselves in at the present. I
know many times we get overwhelmed by the sadness and
insanity in the news, but I think it is important for our
church family to be aware specifically of the issue of abor-

Standing with you in His grace,
Mike

pro-abortion side and the strength of their arguments honestly seemed quite weak. They are primarily relying on the
strength of Roe’s 50 year and Casey’s 30 year precedent
in favor of abortion to be a slam dunk for them. For example, U.S. Solicitor General Elizabeth Barchas Prelogar argued that Roe and Casey should not be overruled because
there has been a substantial reliance on the right to abortion by both individuals and society. Furthermore, she
argued that the Court "has never revoked a right that is so
fundamental to so many Americans and so central to their
ability to participate fully and equally in society.” Her argument gets right to the heart of the logic used by the proabortion side.
In the historic Roe vs. Wade decision (7-2), the
Court established the constitutional right of a woman to
seek and obtain an abortion. However, this so called
“right” is nowhere mentioned in the actual text of the Constitution. Rather, those seven justices in 1973 began with
a desired outcome, and then went hunting in the Constitution for a post on which to tie the horse, ultimately doing so
under the broad “Right to Privacy” clause. Roe effectively
established (more accurately “invented”) a fundamental
“right to abortion” throughout the entire term of a pregnancy throughout all 50 states. However, in addition to the
moral outrage of this decision, Roe opened a legal can of
worms that would not go unchallenged.
I was born seven years later in 1980, and I can
remember our church publically discussing the issue of
abortion and encouraging people to join local pro-life organized marches and protests. I also remember as a young
boy my mom explaining to me what exactly abortion is and
why it is wrong. This is a conversation I am actually now
having with my own young children. There’s no doubt in
my mind that observing my mom’s deep concern for the
unborn resonated with my own heart then and still to this
day. She didn’t need to explain to me how the decision of
Roe was completely unmoored from the text of the Constitution. She simply explained the common sense wisdom
that human life begins at conception and that it should be
valued and protected without exception because we are all
made in the image of God.
Both the cultural and legal battles continued into the early
90’s until the Supreme Court heard another major abortion
case—Planned Parenthood of Southeastern Pennsylvania
v. Casey (1992). The Court’s 5-4 decision essentially upheld Roe, but not without revising some of the arguments.
Largely discarding the earlier “trimester” framework of Roe,
Casey sought to clarify many legal objections to Roe by
establishing a “viability” standard. The question was focused on when a fetus is viable, or able to survive after
being born. Of course, as advancements in medical technology continue, setting a precise time in a pregnancy for
viability was and continues to be inherently challenging.
What was medically possible for prenatal care in 1973 was
not the same as in 1992, or certainly what it is today or will

be tomorrow.
Thus, the argument for abortion in Casey also
focused on the issue of “undue burden.” Laws restricting
abortion were permitted as long as they did not place an
undue burden on the woman both during and after pregnancy. Fast forward to the Dobb’s case, the same reasoning is applied by arguing that in the 50 years since Roe,
women have come to rely on the availability of abortion in
order to fully participate in society. A reversal of Roe and
Casey would “propel women backwards.” On the other
hand, those defending the Mississippi law and even some
of the justices themselves in their questions emphasized
the reality that there are now immense resources for pregnant women to give birth and still fully participate and thrive
in society.
Looking at the pro-life arguments the Dobb’s
case, I noticed that they wisely kept the discussion where it
should be before the Supreme Court—on matters of constitutionality. It is not the Court’s role to establish an arbitrary medical (viability) or moral (undue burden) standard.
Predictably, a great deal of discussion in the Dobb’s case
also dealt with the issue of the Court’s internal precedent
that it sets by prior decisions. The concept of stare decisis
(“let the decision stand”) helps prevent the Court from flipflopping, particularly on watershed politically divisive issues. However, though it is a general stabilizing concept,
it is not a rock solid command that the Court must follow.
Plenty of decisions in the Supreme Court have been modified or completely reversed in the past, even some with
long-standing precedent. A prime example is Brown v.
Board of Education of Topeka (1954). A unanimous
Court decided that a separate but equal policy of educational facilities for racial minorities, consistent with Plessy
v. Ferguson (1896), violated the 14th Amendment’s Equal
Protection Clause. Also, just recently in 2015 the Court
explicitly overruled Baker v. Nelson (1972) in the Obergefell v. Hodges case that subsequently allowed homosexual
marriage nationwide. Clearly, the stare decisis principle
can and should be overruled in certain instances when
new cases strongly stand on the merits of their own constitutional arguments.
All this to say, I don’t know exactly what to expect
this month and beyond regarding this important issue. I do
know that my own children will certainly be influenced in
some way by how the Court votes. I also know that they
will learn from their church and from their parents just like I
did about how all human life is precious and that it should
be protected no matter what the law or culture says. I
know that if the Dobb’s decision actually does strike down
Roe and Casey (which is quite probable according to the
leaked opinion), the battle will simply continue at the state
level. A win in the Dobb’s case is essential, but it will not
be sufficient. Some states will significantly limit or ban
abortions entirely, while others will do the exact opposite,
using taxpayer dollars to fund abortions. At home chemi-

cal abortions ordered online will also likely increase in the
days to come. No doubt, there will be new challenges we
can’t even anticipate at this time.
As Christians, we should obviously be in prayer over
this issue. We should pray that our leaders make the right
decisions to protect life. We should pray that God would give
us the privilege of a much greater workload because there are
less abortions and thus more babies born into this world for
the church to welcome and care for in the name of Christ. In
our zeal, we must never forget to remind women who themselves have had abortions of the forgiveness of God and his
wonderful redemptive work in all of our lives.

Women’s Ministries
MOMS IN PRAYER
Each Monday at 8:00 AM, women are invited
to join in a time of prayer for our families.
Prayer requests can be submitted by contacting
Nanci Benedict or the church office.
All requests are kept confidential within the
Moms in Prayer group.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Monday mornings from 9:30 to11:00.
The ladies are studying the book of Luke.
Download a lesson from the church website
or pick one up from the narthex table.
Child care is not available at this time.

In the Peace of Our Lord,
Daniel

Digital Events at the Graeagle Community Church

Sundays
10 AM Worship Service
The service will not be streamed in its entirety. If you are tuning in via
YouTube, you will not receive any transmission until the announcements
and prayer have concluded somewhere around 10:15.

Saturdays
7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study in person and on Zoom
Please contact Pastor Daniel or the church office for meeting ID #.

By Phone
1. Dial (408) 638-0968
2. Enter meeting ID# 892 3561 7768, then press #
3. There will be a request to enter an optional Personal
ID #. Ignore this and press # to continue.
4. You should be admitted to join the conference by
phone. You will be muted unless you press *
By Computer:
Option #1 Join Zoom Meeting by clicking
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89235617768
Meeting ID: 892 3561 7768
Option #2 Open a web browser and go to
www.zoom.us and select "join a meeting" in the upper
right corner. Then enter the Meeting ID: 892 3561 7768
You have the option to either download and use a
Zoom software application on your computer or continue and join through your web browser. Either way,
you will need to enter the meeting ID# 892 3561 7768,
make sure Zoom has permission to use your camera
and microphone, and join the conference.

WOMEN’S GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
If you have suffered a recent loss, or are having a hard time
dealing with any loss, we invite you to join the Grief Group.
The ladies meet on Tuesday afternoons at 2:30. For more information and meeting location,
please call Gail Arterburn at 836-1361.
WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
Our next event will be the Fall Luncheon
October 1st
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Meeting on Saturday mornings at 8:30 AM.
Please call the church office for location.
Please note, the group will not be meeting on
June 11th and June 18th.
KNIT, CROCHET, QUILT AND PRAY
The first Monday of the month following
Women’s Bible Study (about 11 AM)
The ladies meet to tie prayer blankets for those who are in
need of some TLC (suffering loss, illness, undergoing treatments, etc.). Anyone is welcome to join the group and help
with the tying and the praying. If you know of someone who
would benefit from receiving a blanket, please contact the
church office or Nanci Benedict.
WOMEN’S RETREAT
We hope that all who attended were blessed!
The 2023 retreat weekend is April 28-30.
Mark your calendars now!

Plans are underway for an exciting
week of Vacation Bible School,
Sunday, July 10th through Thursday, July 14th. We will be continuing with our regular
schedule of dinner at 5:15 and
classes for ages 3-100 will run
from 6:00—8:00. Please make
room on your calendar for this
event—you won’t be disappointed!
TEACHERS AND HELPERS
NEEDED! Please call the church
office to volunteer.

Godward Events

Godward includes those 7th-12th grade

Sunday, June 5th
5-7 PM
Game Night
at the Ransom Home
On May 21st the youth group held their biennial garage
sale at the parsonage. There were numerous donations
(thanks so much!) and organizing it all was quite a
challenge. But with beautiful weather to help out, the
group netted $2100 to put into their fund to help out with
trip and conference expenses. Great Job, Guys!

Tues. June 14th—Thurs. June 16th
Campout at Lake Almanor
Contact Daniel for more
information

Brave by Faith: God-Sized
Confidence in a Post-Christian
World
by Alistair Begg
Reviewed by Gail Arterburn and
Stevani Rast
“So, how can we, as Christians, keep our courage and
hope in this culture?” (Page 16)
How familiar are you with the Old Testament book of
Daniel? Perhaps this has occurred to you, or perhaps
not: the book of Daniel has encouraging application for
living as a Christian in today’s world. So much of today’s
popular culture is completely antithetical to Christian
values, not to mention to plain common sense and decency. This month’s book, Brave By Faith by Alistair
Begg, explores how we can live as Christians in our current world, drawing from the principles found in the book
of Daniel:
“Look to the God whom Daniel knew and we will find out
why, and how, to live as His people. We’ll see that
there is a better way than growing angry, or keeping our
heads down, or retreating, or giving up altogether. Here
is how you stand firm and live bravely when the wind is
blowing hard against you.” (Page 16) Emphasis added.

ernment that defied every principle and belief they held
dear. It seemed they had two options: forsake their beliefs and upbringing and go along to get along, or defy
these God-denying and horrifying rules and forsake their
own lives. What a choice! Our culture and society may
not be at such a do-or-die impasse, but we are increasingly faced with choosing between going with the current or against it. And the current grows crazier, more
restrictive and more strident every day. Brave By Faith
shows us how the exiles in Babylon successfully lived in
the strange world in which they found themselves by
NOT giving up their God or their beliefs. And in today’s
world, we don’t have to either.
The best way to illustrate the power of this short book is
to quote from the last chapter. We hope you will be as
encouraged and filled with the hope of God as we were.
“We’re in the midst of what the Westminster Confession
refers to as ‘a continual and irreconcilable war.’ It is a
war that will be won, because it has already been won—
but the fight continues…neutrality is not an option…
But…the saints of God will receive the kingdom and
possess it forever and ever.” (Page 115-116)
As a final reminder, the author reminds us of John
16:33:
“In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart;
I have overcome the world.”

Think about this. Daniel and his fellow Israelite exiles in
Babylon were confronted with a pagan culture and gov-

MEN’S MINISTRIES
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Men’s Bible Study meets Saturday
mornings in person and via Zoom
at 7:30 for fellowship and Bible study.
Daniel Ransom leads the study.
MEN’S BREAKFAST
The next breakfast will be in June 4th.
See announcement to the right.
MEN’S RETREAT
The annual Men’s Retreat is scheduled for
September 9-11 at Jackson Meadows
Reservoir. Watch the Newsletter for
updates and additional information.

Breakfast with
Winston Churchill
Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, June 4th
7:30 Coffee and Fellowship
8:00 Breakfast Served
Please RSVP
Call the church office at 530-836-2405
or Pastor Mike at 530-514-6715

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Thu

2

Fri

3

Sat

4

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
8:30 AM Women’s Fellowship

5

10 AM Worship

6

8 AM Moms in
Prayer

7

8

9

10

11

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study

9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study
5 PM Godward
Game Night

11 AM Knit, Crochet, Quilt and
Pray

Village Missions Staff Conference CalvinCrest Conference Center

12

10 AM Worship

13

8 AM Moms in
Prayer

14

15

16

17

18

24

25

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study

9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study
Godward Campout
Lake Almanor

11 AM Book Club

19

10 AM Worship

20

8 AM Moms in
Prayer

21

22

23

9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

8:30 AM Women’s Fellowship

7 PM Church
Board Meeting

26

10 AM Worship

27

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study

28

29

30

4-Penny Boeck
Margie Clarkson
Paula Tiner
5-Elise Mudd
6-Molly Yates
7-Stevani Rast
8-Jim Richardson
9-Allie Hoffmann
Gracie Yates
11-Steve Brown
15-Barbara Hall
16-Sharon Backman

20-Jack Zygner
21-Jennifer Grayson
22-Bev Mitchell
Luke Poole
24-Danielle Bradfield
Brenda Correll
Dan Zempel
25-Cindy Hackbusch
Gage Thompson
27-Gregory McKurtis
Randy Thompson
28-John Darquea

6-Caleb & Donna Dorsey
7-Robert & Carol Macomber
9-Randy and Leslie Mikesell
Michael & Carolyn Preston
11-Rodger & Susan Thompson
13-Jim & Kelly Wheaton
22-Robert & Carol Surryhne
26-Daniel & Erin Ransom
28-Jim & Mary Jo Marx
30-Cliff & Lola Russell (60 years)
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