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This month’s Newsletter article serves as the lead up to our consideration of Easter which will follow in the April
Newsletter. Since Easter is the celebration of the bodily resurrection of Jesus from the dead, next month, as part of
our Easter celebration, I would like to reflect on the meaning of His death and His resurrection. This month my focus will take us to either side of the crucifixion/resurrection “event.” I want us to consider the Incarnation and Exaltation of the God-Man Jesus Christ in order to give some significant depth to next month’s celebration of Jesus’
resurrection. There is such incomprehensible glory in these truths, while at the same time such timeless, practical, “in this
world,” hope-filled application.
I want to begin with a consideration of who Jesus was before He was Jesus – if I may say it that way. The things I am about to
write are part of the scriptural teaching of the Triune God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The Bible is clear that the person who
became Jesus was, for all eternity, the divine Son of God or the second person of the Trinity (cf. John 17:5, 24; also 1:1-2; 8:58).
As the eternal Son of God – eternally the Son of the Father who Himself was eternally the Father of the Son - He is/was Himself
fully God and in all ways equal to the Father (cf. Colossians 1:19; 2:9). He is without beginning and without end. The single most
defining characteristic of this Triune God is love – “God is love” (cf. 1 John 4:8, 16). There is an eternally perfect and fully active
– never more, never less, never dormant – intra-Trinitarian love which defines the relationship of the Father, Son and Spirit. It
motivates and characterizes every thought shared and action taken by the Triune God.
Therefore creation was an act of this perfect and fully-active intra-Trinitarian love on the part of the Triune God – Father, Son
and Spirit. The Scripture declares that, as the Son, He was the Father’s agent in creation. The Father, in love, created all things
through Him and He is the Sustainer of all that He created (cf. Genesis 1:1; John 1:1-3, 14; Hebrews 1:1-3; Colossians 1:15-17).
He created man, to be unlike any other creature, to bear His image (cf. Genesis 1:26-27). In Genesis 3 we are given a record of
the fall of the original man in sin and rebellion. Adam and Eve are sent out of the garden of God and separated from sharing in
the life and love of God. God declares a curse on creation and the reign of sin, decay and death falls upon the created order.
Nonetheless, though the objects of God’s love, humanity, and the creation experienced profound change, the intra-Trinitarian
love remained unchanged. It is/was the very same perfect, fully active – never less, never more and never dormant – love of
God which compelled creation which now was directed toward fallen humanity. The Son who acted in love as the Father’s agent
in creation, now, as the agent in redemption and rescue, entered into the created order as fully human (cf. John 1:9-14). I want
to share some description of the Incarnation by a few of the theologians that I’ve read recently (there are many such statements
recorded throughout the history of the church from the 2nd century through the 19th century – statements upon which these modern statements depend). T. F. Torrance wrote,
“This one movement throughout the Old Testament and New Testament is the movement of God’s grace in which he
renews the bond between himself and humanity broken and perverted at the fall, and restores man to communion with
himself. God does that by giving himself to man in such a way as to assume human nature and existence into oneness
with himself. He condescends to enter into our human nature and so elevate it into union with his own divine nature.”
James Sawyer, along with every other right thinking theologian/Christian, grounds all of existence outside of God, all creation, in
the love of God and therefore redemption is to be understood as an expression of the same love that is the substance of God.
He writes,
“The only explanation for there being anything at all outside God himself is that God is love…Creation must be grounded in the love of God that desires to share relationship beyond the perfection of triune love, just as redemption is
grounded in the self-giving love of God.”
He calls C.S. Lewis to bear witness to such comprehensive love quoting him from “The Four Loves,” “God, who needs nothing,
loves into existence wholly superfluous creatures in order that He may love and perfect them.” He later, on several occasions,
quotes Athanasius, the 4th century Bishop of Alexandria who carried forward the truth of the Incarnation – the full deity and humanity of Jesus – against the heresy of Arius which threatened the early church. Athanasius opens his great work “On the Incarnation” with the affirmation that there is no possible contradiction or inconsistency in the love of God in creation and the work of
God in redemption because the Agent in creation – the eternal Son of the Father – is the “Word” of the Father become flesh (cf.
John 1:14) through whom He redeems. Speaking of the incarnation Athanasius wrote, “For that was the very purpose and end
of our Lord’s Incarnation, that He should join what is man by nature to Him who is by nature God.”

Dawson quotes Irenaeus, a 2nd century bishop, on the implications of the incarnation,
“He caused man [human nature] to cleave to and to become one with God. For unless man had overcome the
enemy of man, the enemy would not have been…vanquished…unless it had been God who had freely given salvation, we could never had possessed it securely. And unless man had been joined to God, he could never have
become a partaker of incorruptibility. For it was incumbent upon the Mediator between God and men, by His relationship to both, to bring both to friendship and concord, and present man to God, while He revealed God to man.”
Irenaeus would say of the Incarnation, “He who was the Son of God became the Son of man, that man ... might become
the son of God.” It is that One who would walk through every stage of life – “who has been tempted in every way just as we
are, yet was without sin” (Hebrews 4:15b) – and then took our humanity to the cross where conquered the enemy and destroyed the reign of sin and death. He who could not die, died, and His dead body was placed in the grave. He, who entered the grave as a man on behalf of all humanity, rose again as the triumphant man having conquered our death.
It is that Jesus, still and forever Incarnate, who ascended taking our humanity into the presence of the Father. He is exalted
to glory where He is seated, on our behalf, at the Father’s right hand. It His never-ending life that is the guarantee of our
future salvation (Hebrews 7:25). It is He, the still incarnate one, who passed through the heavens (Hebrews 4:14), who
disarmed all inimical powers and authorities taking the triumph of the cross into the presence of the Father where all the
enemies of God and man are to be made His footstool (Ephesians 1:18-23; Colossians 1:15-20; 2:15; Hebrews 4:11-14).
He has gone before us as our Great High Priest, our anchor behind the veil into the very throne room of God where His
presence and never ending life assures His return and our salvation (Hebrews 6:19-20; 7:25; 9:11-14, 23-28; 10:11-14, 1925).
But what about now? We live in a world torn about by sin and in a nation which is officially opposing Jesus, in His church.
Our message of gospel love and hope is on the path to being officially declared hate and perhaps even outlawed. Does the
believer have contemporary and strong hope? Gerrit Scott Dawson posed a series of questions which resonate with all of
us – right here and right now – on multiple levels. To each question he answers in terms of the truth of the ascended and
still Incarnate God-Man. How do I know that when I die I won’t just cease to be while my body decays in the grave? How do
I know when I look out on my world that the evil I see – so pervasive and powerful – won’t ultimately triumph? How can I
know that my sins are forgiven and I will be accepted when I stand before God? How do I endure when I see the church
sliding in its commitment to truth and its gospel resolve in the face of cultural rejection so much so that it looks scarcely
different than the world? Dawson writes “Terror threatens, coarseness worsens, the world is a harder place to be every
day. But what of it?” His answer to this question and all of the others and any questions like them is - “We/I got a Guy!” Jesus is that “guy.” Hear his encouragement and the assurance Dawson offers based in the person and work of the ascended
and still Incarnate Jesus,
“Jesus has not forgotten us. He has taken our humanity with him. That is the guarantee of his return. Jesus has
not dropped us. He holds in himself our very nature. By staying in skin, he as the one who is still man offers his
perfect obedience as a man in our name and on our behalf. Jesus has not discarded this flesh which we love, this
world which we love. The eternal Son of God has woven the stuff of creation forever into his being. He cares about
this world. He cares about the sparrows and about you and me. He cares enough to cleave to us for all time.
There is no other religious conception like this on the face of the earth. Flesh in heaven. Spirit and flesh are united. The ancient breach has been healed. In Christ, we can be connected to God the Father…Yes, this body of
mine is failing, and people I love are fading.”
But I got a guy!! He has become my brother and made His Father my Father and now I’m free and able to fearlessly serve
Him here and now because He has taken me with Him into the presence of God and I am seated with Him – my life is hidden with Him in God. Now I am working and waiting in anticipation of His return when I will see His glory – the glory in
which I will share – and experience the incomprehensible pleasure of His love FOREVER!! We got a guy!!
In Our Shared Hope in the Ascended Christ,
Mike
Quotes taken from:

Torrance, Thomas R. Incarnation: The Person and Life of Christ
Sawyer, M. James Resurrecting the Trinity: A Plea to Recover the Wonder and Meaning of the Triune God
Dawson, Gerrit Scott Jesus Ascended: The Meaning of Christ’s Continuing Incarnation

Do You Know Who You Are?
Someone might very well ask you this question in a variety of situations—if you are suffering from mental illness, if
you have just experienced a traumatic head injury, or if you are undergoing any level of basic disorientation. The most common way this question, “Do you know who you are?” is answered is with a simple declaration of one’s name. My name is
Daniel Ransom. That is my identity—it is who I am. But what if some odd person like your local pastor were to ask you to
answer this question from a theological standpoint? In this sense, the question would certainly include your individual identity, but it would obviously be much broader in scope, for it also seeks to understand the nature and essence of all people from
a shared perspective. Together as human beings, “who and what are we?” I cannot overstate the fact that your answer to
this particular question determines so much more than we typically realize.
Here’s a prime example. Just a little over one month ago, President Biden released an official executive order dealing with “preventing and combating discrimination on the basis of gender identity or sexual orientation.” As you would expect
based on the wording in the title of this order, a unique answer to the above question is being proposed here. In this case,
humans are perceived as being essentially self-autonomous creatures who create their own reality or their personal “identity.”
In addition, all expressions of sexuality or of one’s perceived gender are equally valid and should not be in any way disputed
by society because truth itself is relative, except for the one absolute truth that there are no absolute truths. Sound confusing? Good, because it is.
Of course, nothing is really new with Biden’s order. By now, this kind of vocabulary is the new normal and is par for
the course in the public square. The “sexual orientation and gender identity” language (now commonly referred to as “SOGI”)
is standard for most government organizations these days and also for a growing number of private establishments. This
executive order stands in large part on the shoulders of a 2020 Supreme Court case (Bostock v. Clayton County) where it
was held that the Civil Rights Act of 1964 Title VII’s prohibition on discrimination “because of . . . sex” by extension also covers discrimination on the basis of gender identity and sexual orientation. Thus, many cultural progressives are pushing even
harder now to apply comprehensive adherence to the sweeping implications of this legal decision.
Of course, this is simply the latest high-profile expression of a widespread cultural shift that is rapidly taking place in
our world. It doesn’t just come out of nowhere. These winds of radical change have been building for some time. In many
ways, official orders like this one from President Biden and major decisions handed down from our highest courts are indicators of something bigger going on. They are merely downstream from the primary headwaters that create this revolution in
society. I would simply like to spend some time both now and in subsequent months exploring what I believe to be the root
cause of all of these “spot fires.” Gender reassignment and same sex marriage are not ultimately two different issues, but
symptoms of a single, larger problem. In addition, they are also deeply related to other challenging issues in our society such
as the explosion of digital pornography, the objectification of men and women in advertising, entertainment and in social media, the ongoing struggle over abortion, the practice of assisted suicide, and many more. I would argue that the central problem is our inability to understand and articulate a Christian view of the human body. We do not know who we are.
In centuries past, major battles were fought and various biblical doctrines in the Christian faith were defended, specifically those dealing with the person of Jesus Christ or with the inspiration of Scripture. Today, perhaps some of the most
destructive heresies are those that attack doctrinal truth by eroding a comprehensive understanding of biblical anthropology.
It is not enough for Christians to simply quote Bible verses that prohibit certain sinful behaviors. If that is all we do, the broader culture will only perceive that the church is merely against a range of non-traditional behaviors or actions, but they will never have a compelling vision of what we are for and why. We need to first understand God’s complete design and purpose for
humanity so that we are able to share a distinctively Christian story of reality in a convincing and compassionate way. This
task obviously begins “in the beginning” with Creation as we seek to understand what it truly means for humans to be made
in the “image of God.” We also need to realize the ramifications of sin in a world that is both glorious and broken. Finally, our
attention must ultimately be focused on Jesus as we rejoice in the comprehensive biblical vision of God’s redemption through
the gospel made possible because Jesus became like us in our humanity.
But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass, much more have the grace
of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many.
(Rom 5:15 ESV)
In the Peace of Our Lord,
Daniel

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
MOMS IN PRAYER
Each Monday at 8:00 AM, women are invited to join in a time of prayer for our families.
Prayer requests can be submitted by contacting Nanci Benedict or the church office.
All requests are kept confidential within the Moms in Prayer group.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Join the women on Monday mornings from 9:30 to 11:00.
Currently studying Haggai, Ezra and Nehemiah.
Download a lesson from the church website or pick one up from the narthex table.
Child care is not available at this time.
FELLOWSHIP/BOOK STUDY
Women’s Fellowship meets on Saturday mornings at 7:30. The ladies are currently
in the book “The Blessing of Humility” by the late Jerry Bridges.
Please call the church office for meeting location.
WOMEN’S GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
If you have suffered a recent loss, or are having a hard time dealing with any loss,
we invite you to join the Grief Group. The ladies meet on Tuesday afternoons at 2:30.
For more information and meeting location, please call Gail Arterburn at 836-1361.
KNIT, CROCHET, QUILT AND PRAY
The ladies (gentlemen are invited as well) meet the first Wednesday of the month
to tie prayer blankets for those who are in need of some TLC (suffering loss, illness,
undergoing treatments, etc.) Anyone is welcome to join the group and help with the
tying and the praying. If you know of someone who would benefit from receiving
a blanket, please contact the church office or Nanci Benedict.
NOT MEETING IN MARCH.
WOMEN’S RETREAT
April 30-May 2 at Zephyr Point Conference Center Lake Tahoe.
Registration forms are available in the church narthex
or call the church office and we’ll get one to you.
WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
The annual tea is scheduled for Saturday, May 22nd.
Make sure you have that date on your calendar!

MEN’S MINISTRIES
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Men’s Bible Study meets Saturday mornings in person and via Zoom at 7:30
for fellowship and Bible study. Daniel Ransom leads the study.
MEN’S RETEAT
The annual (except for 2020) Men’s Retreat has been scheduled for August 27-29, 2021
at Jackson Meadows Reservoir. Details to follow in the coming months.

By Phone
1.

Dial (408) 638-0968

2. Enter meeting ID# 892 3561 7768,
then press #
3. There will be a request to enter an optional
Personal ID #. Ignore this and press # to
continue.

Sundays
8:00 AM Worship Service (in the church building)
10:00 AM Worship Service (in the church building)
At this time the above services are limited to 50 each service.
Reservations are a must.
Call, text or email to save your place.
530-354-6131
graeaglechurch@gmail.com
10 AM Worship Service
Live streaming on YouTube and Facebook
at Graeagle Community Church
Live on Zoom (Audio Only)

4. You should be admitted to join the conference
by phone. You will automatically be muted unless you press *
By Computer:
Option #1 Join Zoom Meeting by clicking: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89235617768
Meeting ID: 892 3561 7768
Option #2 Open a web browser and go to
www.zoom.us and select "join a meeting" in the
upper right corner. Then enter the Meeting ID:
892 3561 7768
You have the option to either download and use
a Zoom software application on your computer
or continue and join through your web browser. Either way, you will need to enter the meeting ID# 892 3561 7768, make sure Zoom has permission to use your camera and microphone, and
join the conference.

4 PM Children/Family Service

Tuesdays
6 PM Online Bible Study

Wednesdays
5 PM Godward (Youth Group)

Saturdays
7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study with Pastor Daniel
in person and on Zoom
Please contact Pastor Daniel or the church office

ALSO MEETING IN PERSON
Moms in Prayer, Grief Group, Women’s Bible Study
and Women’s Fellowship are all meeting at
their regular times.
(See the March Calendar)
Call the church office for details.

Godward

(Youth Group)

Meeting on Wednesdays
at 5:00 PM
Questions? Call Pastor Daniel

On
Butterfly
Wings
Women’s Tea

Not even a snowstorm can stop the closing hymn!

Saturday, May 22nd
2 o’clock pm
Graeagle Community Church
Ladies, put this date on
your calendar!
KIDS—did you get your February
copy of Kids’ Konnection?
Have Mom or Dad call the church
office if you are not getting this
new publication in the mail!

Seated With Christ, Living Freely in a Culture of Comparison
by Heather Holleman
Reviewed by Stevani Rast
As Christians, we know our Lord God accepts us and loves us just as we are.
Our human-ness, though, makes us susceptible to self-doubt, selfconsciousness, and sometimes wishing for ourselves what we see in others.
We can find ourselves striving (too hard) for unrealistic or misguided goals/
desires, especially when we compare ourselves to others, which can then bring us back to self-doubt, and other
tactics encouraged by ‘the Prince of this world’.
Our book club read a book last month that opened our eyes to a better way to approach life: Seated With Christ,
Living Freely in a Culture of Comparison by Heather Holleman. This is a thought-provoking, encouraging, and
helpful book, and we found more than one point of inspiration for improving our lives in Christ.
Dr. Holleman’s key to living without comparing ourselves to others or striving for things that seem always out of
reach—like sitting at the “popular table” when we were young, or being part of this group or that, on this committee or that committee—is enthralling! Guess what? We already have a seat at the BEST table: we are already seated with Christ. As Ephesians 2:6 reminds us, “And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with Him….”
We don’t need to live as if fighting for a seat at whatever table we aspire to—we already have a seat at Christ’s
table! And, as the author writes, “Now start living as a seated person…Jesus chose you for His table.” (emphasis
added) She uses this metaphor throughout the book to encourage us to live freely in Jesus, as God intended. There
is no reason to compare ourselves to others: is there anything better or more important than being chosen by God
to sit at His table?
This book is rich with Scripture passages that confirm our true and only seat that matters is rich and rewarding.
And the book’s examples about “the popular table” and other cultural expectations made us think about how beneficial this book’s message is for middle schoolers, teenagers, young adults, and those of us who are always thriving on striving.
“You can stop fighting for a special seat. Your seat is the special seat.
All the seats are the special seats.” (pg. 60)
Ea

Palm Sunday, March 29th
Good Friday, April 2nd
Easter Sunday, April 4th
As we look at these important dates on the
church calendar, we are not sure what our
restrictions will be at that time. We would
like to plan a virtual Seder dinner (if we cannot have one in person) if anyone is interested. We will definitely have our regular 8 AM
and 10 AM services on Easter morning if we
are unable to do something more.
We plan to have the Easter lilies available
again this year, but at time of publication
our supplier was also looking for a possible
source for the lilies. So, at this time nothing
is definite.
We will do our best to keep you updated on
all fronts.

Sun

Mon

1

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

Tue

2

3

2:30 PM Grief
Group

1 PM Prayer

6 PM Online
Bible Study

7

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship

8

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

4 PM Children/
Family Service

15

4 PM Children/
Family Service

9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship

8 AM Moms in
Prayer

10

2:30 PM Grief
Group

1 PM Prayer

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship

22

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

17

2:30 PM Grief
Group

1 PM Prayer

23

24

2:30 PM Grief
Group

1 PM Prayer
5 PM Godward
(Youth Group)

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship
4 PM Children/
Family Service

29

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study
Women’s
Retreat
Registrations
Due

5

Sat

6

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

11

12

13

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

18

19

20

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

5 PM Godward
(Youth Group)

4 PM Children/
Family Service

28

4

Fri

5 PM Godward
(Youth Group)

16

7 PM Church
Board Meeting

21

Thu

5 PM Godward
(Youth Group)

9

6 PM Online
Bible Study

14

Wed

30

31

2:30 PM Grief
Group

1 PM Prayer

6 PM Online
Bible Study

5 PM Godward
(Youth Group)

25

26

27

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

1-Caleb Dorsey
Chad Griffin

12-Tom Smith

2-Mark & Eleanor Klemesrud

13-Gene Nelson

13-Dan and Michelle Zempel

18-Hunter Thompson

17-Don and Stacie McClelland

19-Noah Wade

20-Mike and Alyssa Deacon

24-Robert Shipp

21-Robert & Cherry Shipp

6-Allan Mills

25-Bob Burwell

24-Gregory and Barbara McKurtis

7-Donna Mills

26-Darlene Pekovich

9-Kris Richardson

27-Verdell Smith

2-Zachary Fellner
Terry Grew
5-Ginger Dorsey
Maria Wood

10-Jeff Johnson

Seth and Ashlie Preston
25-Bill & Carol Stanton
27-Alex and Natalya Glushtom

