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I think it is not exaggeration to say that we live in a time of horrible instability. We see it when we consider what is going on in
the violent upheaval in our world, as well as the awful social
and political division and decline in our nation and culture.
Adding to our anxiety are the threats we face from impersonal
forces like the COVID epidemic and the seemingly endless
threat and destruction from fires in our local area. All of the
news we take in – international, national, local – sets our focus
on the things that threaten us – things over which we have no
control – and anxiety becomes our day to day norm. I want to
briefly share with you some principles I’ve learned from the
book of Ruth – principles which pervade the Scriptures – which
have really given me perspective and hope in times like these.
That is not to say that I am free from sadness or worry in the
face of the endless stream of troubling news. However, I need
only prayerfully revisit these and I find that a wonderful peace
begins to replace sadness, worry and at times anger, which
threatens my perspective. This will not be as effective if you
don’t know Ruth’s story. If you aren’t familiar with the book of
Ruth, take time to read it before you go any further.
The story of Ruth is one of most beloved books of the Bible
because it is a story of hardship and soul crushing loss, followed by restoration and the triumph of love, which ends in the
promise and hope of new life. It is a story which takes place in
very uncertain times – among the worst of times - in Israel’s
history as a nation. The story plays out in the lives of Naomi,
her widowed daughter-in-law Ruth and Boaz, Naomi’s
“kinsman redeemer” who eventually married Ruth and restored
blessing to Naomi’s family. Ruth opens in 1:1 by setting the
events to follow in the context of horrific national instability and
cultural decay which characterized the time of the judges and
the personal hardship created by regional famine – “In the
days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the
land…” (NIV).
The time of the judges was a time of horrific national instability
and almost unspeakable spiritual/moral decay. When Joshua
and his generation passed away the generation that followed
is described in 2:10-12 – they did not know the Lord nor what
He had done; they did evil in the eyes of the Lord and they
abandoned Him and worshipped the gods of the pagan nations
among whom they lived. This led to a cycle of God’s judgement, the people crying out to God in repentance, God graciously raising up a judge to deliver the people and the people
experiencing a measure of blessing during the life of the judge.
After the judge died the people returned to their wicked ways,
becoming even more corrupt than before (cf. 2:16-19). The
cycle repeated throughout the period of the judges and was
marked by two key phrases, “The Israelites did evil in the eyes
of the Lord” (cf. 3:7, 12; 4:1; 6:1; 10:6; 13:1 – NIV) and “…
Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit” (17:6; 21:25 –
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NIV).
For 300 years the culture was in decay and it seems that each
generation was worse than the previous generation. The final
degradation seems worse than all the rest and is so horrible as
to be beyond almost unspeakable – (Read for yourselves
Judges 19). Can you imagine a more horrible culture or a time
of greater instability? It is in this context that Ruth’s story takes
place.
Ruth is a story in which two of the main characters, Naomi and
her son’s widow Ruth, are facing a future holding, at best, a
very thin hope. It is a story in which the main protagonists
demonstrate profound character and are set in contrast to their
culture – displaying unusual selflessness and faithfulness –
hesed – in the hardest of times. It is a story of romance, of
love. It really is a story of life – a poignant representation of the
ups and downs of life when life just happens. And we are reminded throughout this story of two critical – some might say
contradictory truths. They are truths with have special application to us today. The first truth, simply stated, is that life – on
both the global scale and the personal scale - does not happen
accidentally. Life is not a series of random circumstances that
have no real connection to meaning or purpose. One commentator said it like this,
There is a mysterious X-factor that is evident in the
book of Ruth – a variable that has the power to
change everything. It is the grace of God, which directs the outcomes of those decisions and events
according to his sovereignty and good purpose for his
people. (Iain Duguid)
The author of Ruth is looking back at the events recorded in
this book and tracing the hand of God working sovereignly and
faithfully to fulfill His promises to His people and accomplish
His redemptive plan. That same commentator continues,
That grace is not always evident to the players in the
game at the time. But it is always there, whether
acknowledged or unacknowledged. Ultimately, for
Christians, the grace of God is always the defining
element in our lives. (Ibid.)
The second truth is that as life happens, who we are and
how we live does matter. It matters to God; it matters in the
short term; it matters in the long term beyond what we can
see. This will be clear as the author of Ruth speaks about the
lives – the faithfulness, the loving kindness (hesed) – of the
three main characters placing them in implicit contrast to the
general character of the people of the culture in which they
live. The story closes with Boaz marrying Ruth and when Ruth
gives birth to a son, Naomi’s bitterness is turned to joy. By
itself, Ruth is a uplifting and hope filled story where the hand of

God is seen blessing the lives of faithful people who stay the
course, follow God and live life rightly – light in a dark world.
However, with all that can be learned through the telling of the
story of Ruth – what gives it depth (theological depth) and perspective is the connection to David which is made in 4:16-22.
For the nation of Israel, David (Israel’s second king) is the fulfillment of the covenant promises of God which He made to
Israel. He is the king who is given the promise that his would
be an everlasting dynasty, an eternal throne upon which a king
from his line would sit and reign over God’s kingdom – this
One, this eternal king, would be Israel’s Messiah (cf. 2 Samuel
7:13-16; Matthew 1:1; Luke 1:68-70; 2:1-4). Looking back
from the perspective of those who read this story – Ruth is like
a fresh wind of grace, promise, and hope blowing through the
horrible and degenerate period of the Judges. The author of
Ruth is tracing the hand of God through the time of Israel’s
rebellion – a time of unspeakable evil – and declaring that He
is being and always will be faithful to His promises – His sovereign grace rises to conquer all evil!!
There are 4 resting truths I want you to take away from the
story of Ruth;
1. No matter the things going on in the world in which we
live, God is at work to accomplish His plan – His redemptive
plan. We must get up off of the ground, get above the trees
and see things with a greater perspective. If we look with the
eyes of faith we just may be able to trace the hand of God
even through the most degenerate or threatening times. But
even if we can’t seem to see His hand, we can be sure He is at
work. That is what the mention of David in Ruth tells us. We
know that because Jesus came and died and rose again. Just
as when we look back through history we should look back
through the perspective provided by the cross, so too, as we
live in these days we must see them through the perspective
of the cross. Evil is not winning; the forces that oppose God
are not winning; tyrants are not in control and economies,
weather, military forces, movements of evil are not in control
nor are they winning. Death and suffering and loss will not
reign in your life and mine. God is sovereign and His plans and
purposes are being served – right here and right now!!!
2. God’s greater plans and purposes are accomplished
through the lives of individuals – people like Ruth, Naomi and
Boaz – people like you and me!! God always has a remnant!
The big, overarching and eternal plans are being worked out at
ground level in and through individual lives. The big movements of history are always made up of the things that take
place on the ground level. An obscure yet faithful Moabite widow would be in the line of Jesus (cf. Matt. 1:5).
3. Oftentimes when we find ourselves in the middle of hard
times, times of grief and struggle, it is difficult to understand
those times, our struggles, as the sovereign work of a good,
faithful and gracious God. But the story of Ruth reminds us
that what God is doing right now, in the lives of His people, is
an outworking of His love, goodness, faithfulness and grace.
When Naomi and her family left Israel she couldn’t have
known what lay ahead for her. When the disaster hit with the
death of her husband and her sons – neither she nor Ruth

could have had any idea of God’s good plan and His good and
sovereign work. When they got to the end of the story they
rejoiced with the entire community in God’s goodness – but
they only saw it at the level of the temporary. They did not yet
know of David!! Those who read the story of Ruth understood
the activities of God in those lives on a deeper and grander
level – the line of David, the kingdom promise of God to Israel
was being worked out through those lives. But even they could
not know what you and I know – God was working to bring
Jesus into the world – to bring our Savior. They had no idea
that their lives were connected to eternity – eternal implications!!
4. Even though God works sovereignly in our lives our character does matter. It is clear that the author of Ruth is making
a big point of the character of Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz. It could
be argued that they are put in contrast to the lives of their culture. They knew God and they lived out His hesed in human
relationships. The legacy of righteousness would reach ahead
generations even to David. Their character – our character –
matters in the short term, the here and now, as we shine as
lights in a dark age. It matters in the longer term as we pass on
the knowledge of God to the next generation. But it also matters eternally because our lives are not isolated in time. They
are the out working of the eternal plan of God – God’s hand is
being traced out through history within/by our lives!! Your life is
not a series of random and unrelated circumstances – it is the
work of God in Christ! You are not irrelevant in the plans and
purposes of God – you are both the canvass upon which He
paints His glory and the brush with which He applies the paint!!
He is being faithful right now, right here in this time and in
your life – He cannot deny Himself!!
Romans 8:28-39

Wednesdays 6:00– 7:30 PM
Beginning Wednesday, September 29th
Dinner served at 5:30 PM
We welcome all children!!
Invite the kids in your neighborhood!
Cubbies
Ages 3—Pre-K
Sparks
Kindergarten through 2nd grade
Truth and Training
3rd grade through 6th grade
For more information please contact
Jim Wheaton or call the church
office.

God’s Beautiful Vision for the Family
Children are a heritage from the LORD, offspring a
reward from him. 4 Like arrows in the hands of a
warrior are children born in one's youth. (Psa
127:3-4 NIV)
As I read this well-known verse from Psalm
127 about the blessing of having many children,
intellectually I know it to be true. However, I confess that there are many crazy moments in our family life when those four little arrows in my hands
tend to poke and jab, causing me to occasionally
wonder regarding the extent of my actual “reward.”
Raising young kids, it seems as though they are
more often a handful of dependants rather than a
quiver full of valuable assets. Nevertheless, I am
still confident that although parenting is certainly
full of heartaches and challenges without number, it
is indeed a blessing and gift from the Lord that will
prove itself in time. This is especially true when an
adorable three-year-old girl who you helped bring
into the world looks at you with a twinkle in her eye
and calls you “Dada.”
If you consider the meaning of life from a
bleak secular worldview void of intentional design,
purpose, or any theological goal due to its lack of
divine creation, you inevitably have to admit that
there is no transcendent vision for the family as an
institution. In fact, from this purely naturalistic perspective, the chief end of all life can only be mere
biological survival—to successfully contribute
one’s DNA material on to subsequent generations.
Thus, if one is consistent in this framework, the nuclear family only possesses value insofar as it aids
this purely physical end. If needed, it can be infinitely modified or completely discarded as long as
it lends to a greater chance of a species’ survival.
However, we do not operate this way as a
society of human beings. Although horrible inconstancies certainly abound, children are generally
treated as possessing great moral value far beyond
their functional contribution to our genetic survival.
Members of the family unit long to know and be
known by one another. In fact, all human beings
long for relationship, not just survival. This is because in a Christian worldview we are given quite a
different vision for the family. God’s beautiful design and purpose in marriage culminates in a profound expression of love and “knowledge” of one
another resulting in the creation of new life. Let’s
briefly consider how and why God designed the institution of the family to flow out of the blessed union of male and female.

Christians believe that childbearing in and
of itself does not begin with humanity’s need for
survival. Rather, as with all parts of creation, it
finds its source in God himself and reflects his distinct relational nature. Specifically, we believe that
the core Christian doctrine of the Trinity—one God
manifested in three distinct eternal persons (Father,
Son, Holy Spirit)—is displayed as a husband and
wife co-create new life and further broaden our capacity to express the community that eternally exists within the Godhead. Furthermore, as families
grow and societies expand following God’s command to “be fruitful and multiply (Gen. 1:28),” He
designed individual human beings to rightly orient
themselves outside of themselves in loving expressions of mutual submission, service and love, thus
mirroring the blessed community in the Trinity.
However, the fall in Genesis 3 changed
things dramatically to say the least. Human beings
turned away from imaging God and instead reflected their own self-interests. Now in modern society,
we have largely reconstructed the meaning of the
body, human life and the family around a radical
new framework that is dominated by the autonomous individual self. Thus, today’s culture embraces a self-centered value system that scorns the covenant of marriage in the first place and its inherent
design for reproducibility in childbearing. The result is a highly sexualized culture with a steadily
declining marriage and birthrate. Unless we relearn God’s design and purpose for the human
body, the future certainly does not bode well for us.
Ultimately, our understanding of God will
determine our understanding of ourselves. We are
unique creatures in God’s creation, made in his image male and female for the purpose of reflecting
his Triune nature in both marriage and childbearing.
This certainly does not neglect the value and purpose of singleness and celibacy, another important
dimension of God’s redemptive design that I wish
to explore at a later time.
In the Peace of Our Lord,
Daniel

GODWARD
(Youth Group)

Godward will resume on

Wednesday, September 29th
alongside Awana, dinner at 5:30 and
Godward from 6:00-7:30.

MEN’S MINISTRIES
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Men’s Bible Study meets Saturday mornings in person and via Zoom at 7:30
for fellowship and Bible study. The men are currently studying the book of Mark.
Daniel Ransom leads the study.
MEN’S RETEAT
The annual Men’s Retreat - September 10-12, 2021 see announcement below.

CANCELLED due to closure of the
forests as well as closure of the
Plumas Eureka State Park in
Johnsville.
Sorry, guys, we’ll try again
in 2022
Safely Home
by Randy Alcorn
Reviewed by Stevani Rast
“But He knows the way that I take; when He has tested me,
I will come forth as gold.”
Job 23:10

2021
Men’s Retreat
been a brilliant student and writer who returned to China after
graduating college in America , and who had a lifelong plan to
teach in a university and write books. Ben, through circumstances related to his job as a vice president of a global company with
a presence in China, finds himself as houseguest of his old
roommate Li Quan.

Something a little different this month from our book club.
This book is fiction, but it is based on the true reality of
persecution of Christians in China. Safely Home brings
some truths to light that are heartbreaking and horrifying.
It is no secret there is (and has been, since Jesus’ time)
persecution of Christians all over the world. But this book
makes it very real for today.

Ben is unsure of his once-solid faith; his friend Li Quan came to
Jesus during their college years. This is Li Quan’s story of his
strong faith, reverence for the Bible, his joy in bringing others to
faith, his love for the “unregistered” (ie, illegal) church, and the
price he pays. It is a story of poverty, humility, love for Jesus,
and the power of the hope that our Christian faith offers us. And
it is Ben’s story of faith lost then found.

The strong, pure, joy-filled faith of the Chinese believers in
this story is unshakable. Their trials are many and arduous,
sometimes fatal. But don’t let that deter you from reading
this book: it is likely to change you, to strengthen your faith
and bring you closer to scriptural truths and the joys of,
and opportunities for, evangelism.

As sobered as we were about the reality of persecution of Christians in China today, we hope you will be as enthralled with Li
Quan as we were. This is one of many passages that endeared
Li Quan to us: Li Quan tells a fellow prisoner, whose filthy cell
floor he asked the prison guards if he could clean:

Yes, all that and more in a book of fiction! This is the story
of two men, one American and one Chinese, who reunite
20 years after having been college roommates. Li Quan is
a humble, poverty-stricken locksmith’s assistant—which
Ben Fielding is shocked to discover. His old friend had

“Li Quan is honored to meet Wan Hai. And when he is done
cleaning [Wan Hai’s floor], he would request to wash the feet of
honorable Wan Hai. Then Li Quan will tell him stories, true stories, about a King who came to wash the feet of men.” (pg 283)
***Safely Home is in the Portola Library

CoraGrace Hardee (daughter of Kyle and Eliza and granddaughter of Bob
and Pam Greene and Teresa Gray) has graduated high school and is
on her way to missions training with Youth With A Mission (YWAM).
On Sunday, September 12th she will be giving a short presentation about the work
she will be doing. You will have an opportunity to support her financially and prayerfully.

Digital Events at the Graeagle Community Church

Sundays
10 AM Worship Service
We are back to a single Sunday worship service.
The sermon will still be streamed,
but not the entire service. If you are tuning in via
YouTube, please be aware that you will not receive
any transmission until the sermon begins,
somewhere around 10:30.
Tuesdays
6:00 PM Online Bible Study with Mike
Sept. 7th and 14th

Saturdays
7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study with Pastor Daniel
in person and on Zoom
Please contact Pastor Daniel or the church office

By Phone
1. Dial (408) 638-0968
2. Enter meeting ID# 892 3561 7768, then press #
3. There will be a request to enter an optional Personal
ID #. Ignore this and press # to continue.
4. You should be admitted to join the conference by
phone. You will be muted unless you press *
By Computer:
Option #1 Join Zoom Meeting by clicking
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89235617768
Meeting ID: 892 3561 7768
Option #2 Open a web browser and go to
www.zoom.us and select "join a meeting" in the upper
right corner. Then enter the Meeting ID: 892 3561 7768
You have the option to either download and use a
Zoom software application on your computer or continue and join through your web browser. Either way,
you will need to enter the meeting ID# 892 3561 7768,
make sure Zoom has permission to use your camera
and microphone, and join the conference.

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
MOMS IN PRAYER
Each Monday at 8:00 AM, women are invited to join in
a time of prayer for our families. Prayer requests can
be submitted by contacting Nanci Benedict or the
church office. All requests are kept confidential
within the Moms in Prayer group.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Join the women on Monday mornings from
9:30 to11:00. They are currently studying Exodus.
Download a lesson from the
church website or pick one up from the narthex table.
Child care is not available at this time.
The study will not meet on September 6th.

Blest Be the Ties
That Bind
Women’s Fall Luncheon
Saturday, October 2nd
Noon
Special Feature
Stories of Vintage and Sentimental Aprons*
Sign up to bring soup or bread
RSVP by signing up in the church foyer or by
calling the church office (826-2405)
*If you have an apron with a story to share,
please contact Lynn Turner, 836-0650

FELLOWSHIP/BOOK STUDY
Women’s Fellowship meets on Saturday
mornings at 7:30. The ladies are discussing
Outlive Your Life by Max Lucado.
Please call the church office for meeting location.
WOMEN’S GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
If you have suffered a recent loss, or are having a hard
time dealing with any loss, we invite you to join the
Grief Group. The ladies meet on Tuesday afternoons at
2:30. For more information and meeting location,
please call Gail Arterburn at 836-1361.
KNIT, CROCHET, QUILT AND PRAY
The ladies (gentlemen are invited as well) meet the
first Wednesday of the month to tie prayer blankets
for those who are in need of some TLC (suffering
loss, illness, undergoing treatments, etc.) Anyone
is welcome to join the group and help with the tying
and the praying. If you know of someone who would
benefit from receiving a blanket, please contact the
church office or Nanci Benedict.
WOMEN’S RETREAT
April 29– May 1, 2022
Zephyr Point Conference Center
WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
Upcoming Events
Fall Luncheon—October 2
Christmas Brunch—December 4

Two little pumpkins
are on their way
Ladies, join us in welcoming
Baby Girl Coughlin (due October 28)
and
Baby Boy Hutmier (due October 10)
at a shower for moms Emily Coughlin
and Sydney Hutmier

Sunday, Septemer 19, 2021
At Noon
Please bring a salad to share
Both moms are registered at
www.babylist.com
(Items listed in the registry are available
for purchase from various vendors)
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Mon
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Wed

1

10 AM Knit, Crochet, Quilt and
Pray

5

9 AM Prayer
10 AM Worship

6

8 AM Moms in
Prayer

7

8

Thu

2

Fri

3

9

10

13

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study
11 AM Book
Club

19

9 AM Prayer
10 AM Worship

20

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

14

9 AM Prayer
10 AM Worship

27

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

11

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study

ed
l
l
e
c
Can

Men’s Retreat
Jackson Meadows Reservoir
Silver Tip Campground

15

16

17

18

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

2:30 PM Grief
Group
6 PM Bible
Study

21

22

23

24

25

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

2:30 PM Grief
Group

7 PM Church
Board Meeting

26

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study

7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

6 PM Bible
Study

9 AM Prayer
10 AM Worship

4

7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

2:30 PM Grief
Group

12

Sat

28

29

2:30 PM Grief
Group

6:00 PM Awana/
Godward
Dinner served at
5:30

30

5-Lonnie Nafzgar
Luke Zempel
6-Inez Booze
Don Heinitz
9-Charles Weidner
11-Willo Vieira
14-Pamela Greene

18-John Mitchell

1-Sam and Barbara Hall

23-Doris Guerrant
Mary Roach

6-Jack & Jan Zygner

25-Victor Sepulveda

15-Dennis & Susie McHale

26-Levi Glushtrom
Sandi Kingston

20-Guy and Karen Tant

15-Jon Kingston

28-Duane Benedict
Debbie Rinehart

16-Ethan Glushtrom

30-Nathan Glushtrom

12-John & Shirley O'Donnell
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