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Carolyn and I have been with Village Missions since 1984 and
I have been the pastor in Graeagle since April of 1988. In our
time with Village Missions, in both of the churches I have pastored, I have learned the depth of the privilege and the high
calling of “preaching the Word and loving the people” in the
name of Jesus. I have also learned that if I am faithful in that
task that, by God’s grace, the community will come to see me,
on some level, as their pastor.
However, in my years of ministry an even greater sense of
privilege has come with the realization that, as followers of
Jesus, in every moment of every day and in every relationship
and situation, we are on mission with Jesus. Jesus makes this
clear in His prayer for His disciples and for those who would
come after them – “As you have sent me into the world, I have
sent them” (John 17:18). Jesus pictures that mission in more
intimate terms in John 10:1-5 where He describes Himself as
the “Good Shepherd” of the sheep, who enters the sheep pen
and calls the sheep of His flock by name, the name He has
given them. His sheep recognize His voice and they follow
Him. The folks in the church and I recognize that Jesus is using the witness of our lives, our acts of kindness, and our gospel proclamations to call the names of those who are His
sheep. Paul said it similarly when he wrote that it is “as though
God were making his appeal (of reconciliation) through us” (2
Corinthians 5:16-21). This is a sovereign and eternal work of
God in which we have the privilege to share.
Bob and Dorothy were already members of the church before
Carolyn and I arrived. Several years after we came to Graeagle John and Margaret moved into the community right around
the corner from Bob and Dorothy. On several occasions Bob
and Dorothy invited John and Margaret to attend church with
us at GCC. To hear John and Margaret tell the story over the
years, they wanted nothing to do with going to church. Nonetheless, they finally agreed that the best thing to do was to
attend just to be able to say they had tried it and it wasn’t for
them. They had no idea that Bob and Dorothy were on mission
with Jesus and He had moved them to issue the invitation –
perhaps even Bob and Dorothy weren’t thinking in those
terms. I remember that first Sunday John and Margaret attended. They left the service with tears in their eyes. The people
who greeted them that week, the music team and I, as I
preached – we were all on mission with Jesus that morning
and He was calling their name through us. John and Margaret
were saved and utterly transformed and they, in their excitement, joined Jesus on mission. Eventually through their witness, John’s daughter Lisa was saved and through her witness, John’s granddaughter was saved. In addition Margaret’s
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son Bill and daughter-in-law Libby were saved, which led to
their children coming to faith. Bill and Libby eventually sold
their home and went to the mission field for a short term mission. Now they are back and when their oldest child graduated,
she too committed to go to the mission field for a short term
mission with YWAM.
Those are just the measurables of what God has done through
the faithfulness of Bob and Dorothy to simply invite their new
neighbors to church. John would later be diagnosed with cancer and face horribly hard treatments. John and Margaret
walked through that experience with the Lord in such a way as
to remain, themselves on mission with Jesus. Even as John
sat in the waiting room before one of his hard treatments,
knowing what it would do to him, God seated next to John a
frightened and tearful young woman awaiting her first treatment. John engaged her compassionately and shared with her
that he had been through many hard treatments and that Jesus was sufficient for him in his suffering. John and Margaret
don’t know what came of that witness but they knew he was
placed there by the Savior to bear witness of Him to that young
woman. After John and Margaret got through that initial battle
with cancer there was rarely a time when the people of the
church went through surgery without John and Margaret there
to pray with and support them. John is now home with the Lord
whose voice he heard that day when He called his name. His
work is done and he has entered the glory of His Savior, with
Bob and Dorothy, who had gone ahead of him (cf. 2 Timothy
4:6-8). Margaret remains here among us, continuing with us on
mission with Jesus.
We will have to wait until that day to fully understand the impact of John and Margaret’s life lived on mission with the Savior. And we won’t fully understand, until that day, all of those
who contributed to John and Margaret coming to faith. It is an
incredibly wide line of intersecting lives lived on mission with
Jesus, stretching way back before Bob and Dorothy and forward until the final day. There is no moment consciously lived
on mission with Jesus, which is wasted. To understand that is
to live each day in the eager anticipation that He is at work in
and through us (cf. Colossians 3:17).
Together with you on Mission with Jesus,

Mike

MEN’S MINISTRIES
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Men’s Bible Study meets Saturday mornings in person and via Zoom at 7:30
for fellowship and Bible study. The men are currently studying the book of Mark.
Daniel Ransom leads the study.
MEN’S RETEAT
The annual Men’s Retreat - September 10-12, 2021 see announcement below.

Cost: $50
Sign up by:
Sunday, Sept. 5th

2021
Men’s Retreat

Registration forms available in the
church foyer or call the church office
and we will mail one to you. Need
more info? Call Daniel Ransom
A Gentle Answer: Our “Secret Weapon” in an Age of Us Against Them
by Scott Sauls
Reviewed by Gail Arterburn

If you could summarize the last year or so in
one word, what would it be? Chaos, outrage,
fear, division, isolation, unrest or anger might
come to mind, but probably not gentleness.
How have we as Christians responded to the
problems around us? Could
we do better? Near the end of
this book, the author states
the problem that this book
was written to address:
“According to journalist Emma Green and too many others, those who say
they follow Christ can be as much a part of the
problem as they are a part of the solution.
Christians can wield excessively partisan politics,
wave views and attitudes that are shaped more
by cable news than by Scripture, exert a polariz-

ing culture war mentality, show lack of impulse control on social media, and hold a judgmental, critical
spirit toward others and the sins out there.”
His aim is to show his readers that Jesus calls his
followers to something far better than that. The
book is divided into two sections - Part 1: The Gentleness Jesus Has for Us; Part 2: How His Gentleness
Changes Us. The first part is the foundation for the
application found in the second part. In a world
tossed about by truth and untruth, political upheaval, social unrest and outrage, the author presents a
very biblical argument that the gentleness of Jesus
is exactly what is needed. As we bring Christ’s gentleness to bear on the world, we won’t leave injustice and unrighteousness untouched. We will defeat
evil by refusing to respond in kind. In Romans 12:21
Paul writes, “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” Surely this is a message that
needs to be heard and embraced by every Christian.

Sunday, August 29th

Following Sunday Morning Worship
Sign up in the church foyer and indicate what you will bring
Another step toward normal!

Digital Events at the Graeagle Community Church

Sundays
10 AM Worship Service
Beginning August 1, we are back to a single Sunday
worship service. The sermon will still be streamed,
but not the entire service. If you are tuning in via
YouTube, please be aware that you will not receive
any transmission until the sermon begins,
somewhere around 10:30.

Saturdays
7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study with Pastor Daniel
in person and on Zoom
Please contact Pastor Daniel or the church office

By Phone
1. Dial (408) 638-0968
2. Enter meeting ID# 892 3561 7768, then press #
3. There will be a request to enter an optional Personal
ID #. Ignore this and press # to continue.
4. You should be admitted to join the conference by
phone. You will be muted unless you press *
By Computer:
Option #1 Join Zoom Meeting by clicking
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89235617768
Meeting ID: 892 3561 7768
Option #2 Open a web browser and go to
www.zoom.us and select "join a meeting" in the upper
right corner. Then enter the Meeting ID: 892 3561 7768
You have the option to either download and use a
Zoom software application on your computer or continue and join through your web browser. Either way,
you will need to enter the meeting ID# 892 3561 7768,
make sure Zoom has permission to use your camera
and microphone, and join the conference.

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
MOMS IN PRAYER
Each Monday at 8:00 AM, women are invited to join in
a time of prayer for our families. Prayer requests can
be submitted by contacting Nanci Benedict or the
church office. All requests are kept confidential
within the Moms in Prayer group.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Join the women on Monday mornings from
9:30 to11:00. They are currently studying Exodus.
Download a lesson from the
church website or pick one up from the narthex table.
Child care is not available at this time.

Thanks to all the teachers, helpers, kitchen staff
and students who made our Vacation Bible School
a success. We had a great turn out (averaging
90 per night) with great meals, fellowship and
teaching. Sorry if you missed out, plan on
attending next year!

FELLOWSHIP/BOOK STUDY
Women’s Fellowship meets on Saturday
mornings at 7:30. The ladies are discussing
Outlive Your Life by Max Lucado.
Please call the church office for meeting location.
WOMEN’S GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
If you have suffered a recent loss, or are having a hard
time dealing with any loss, we invite you to join the
Grief Group. The ladies meet on Tuesday afternoons at
2:30. For more information and meeting location,
please call Gail Arterburn at 836-1361.
KNIT, CROCHET, QUILT AND PRAY
The ladies (gentlemen are invited as well) meet the
first Wednesday of the month to tie prayer blankets
for those who are in need of some TLC (suffering
loss, illness, undergoing treatments, etc.) Anyone
is welcome to join the group and help with the tying
and the praying. If you know of someone who would
benefit from receiving a blanket, please contact the
church office or Nanci Benedict.
WOMEN’S RETREAT
We are currently waiting on the conference for the
dates for our 2022 retreat.
WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
Upcoming Events
Fall Luncheon—October 2
Christmas Brunch—December 4

Liz was able to be with us on Sunday, July
25th and share about some of the exciting
things happening in her ministry to university students in Bulgaria. She will be returning to Bulgaria in August .
One of the things she mentioned while
sharing was that she so loves to hear from
the people who support her.
So why not get on her mailing list (email
that is) and keep in touch with Liz?!!

We would like to start up our Awana year (after missing and
entire year!) in early September.
Problem: We need staff! For various reasons, some of our
former staff cannot commit to this Awana year. If you have
a love for the Lord and long to see children know Him, we
can use YOU!
Solution: Attend the Awana Leadership Meeting on
Wednesday, August 10 at 7 PM at the church. If you are
unable to attend the meeting, please see Jim Wheaton and
let him know of your interest.
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Mon
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8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study
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3
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10 AM Knit, Crochet, Quilt and
Pray

2:30 PM Grief
Group
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5
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6

Sat

7

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

5 PM Godward
(Youth Group)

Basketball Camp

8

10 AM Worship

9

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study
11 AM Book Club
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10 AM Worship

16

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

22

10 AM Worship

23

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

10

11

10 AM Worship
Fifth Sunday
Potluck
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8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study
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7 PM Awana
Leadership
Meeting

5 PM Godward
(Youth Group)

17

18

2:30 PM Grief
Group

24

2:30 PM Grief
Group

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
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20
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7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

5 PM Godward
(Youth Group)

25

26
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28

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

2:30 PM Grief
Group

31

14

7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

2:30 PM Grief
Group

5 PM Godward
(Youth Group)

29

12

