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This is the time every year I get excited
as I anticipate the 4th of July activities –
especially the fireworks on Saturday
night and the Independence Day parade
on Sunday after church. My family and
I, along with many from our church, set up along
the road – either in front of the church or in the
shade on the west side of highway 89 as it passes
through Graeagle – to enjoy the entries in the parade from marching bands to antique cars. We just
look forward to being together, enjoying a bite of
lunch, and waving at friends and neighbors as they
pass by in the parade. Behind it all is this shared
gratitude that comes with the sense that, as Voddie
Baucham Jr. said, “By God’s providence, I was
born a free man and a citizen of the greatest Republic in the history of mankind. By God’s providence,
I was numbered among the healthiest, freest, most
prosperous people (of any race, not just black people) on the planet.” Every year the sense of gratitude to God and previous generations swells in our
hearts as we “remember” the founding of our nation
and think on the genius and sacrifice of our founding generation – and the sacrifices of the generations since – to give to us this beloved nation.
Last year we were disappointed to hear that the Independence Day activities were cancelled due to the
pandemic. This year there is a different cloud hanging over the weekend. I have watched as this country’s acceptable social norms have been turned upside down, her history has been re-written, and love
of country has become an unforgivable sin.
At the same time there is a greater threat which
looms large in my mind and weighs heavily on my
heart. I have begun to see a fracture in the Evangelical Church within our culture where social pressures have begun to frame the discourse, within the
church, in such a way as to remove the Gospel – the
person and work of Jesus – from its position “as of
first importance” replacing it with “social justice”
and “gender” language/doctrine. Along with replacing of the Gospel of Jesus Christ with social justice
doctrine and language etc., the Scripture as the divinely inspired, inerrant, and infallible Word of
God, having sole authority over the life and doctrine
of the Church, is in danger of being replaced by an
evolving social Gnosticism which is impervious to
Biblical critique.

July 2021

I have spoken with so many in our little church, in
“the church” large, as well as within the culture,
who are so very shaken by what they see and unable
to see a way forward, let alone to find hope. I’m
convinced that the level of anxiety is, at least in
part, because the enemy has waged his war against
the cause of Christ in our beloved nation on so
many fronts that we can’t seem to get our balance
or maintain anything approaching a Bible perspective of hope. The assault is on biblical fundamentals
such as family, marriage, created biological gender,
fundamental identity and innate human value. This
battle is being brought to the schools (elementary
through university), to the halls of government, into
sports and corporate life, and even private social
media, in ways that now declare that you and I must
not speak or even think in ways contrary to the declared truths and accepted language of culture. The
question that begs to be answered, for the Bible believing Christian, is twofold; “Is there any hope for
you and me going forward?” and if so “How then
do we move forward?” I would like to borrow a
quote from William Wilberforce who, in the late
18th and early 19th century was the Member of Parliament most responsible for the abolition of the
slave trade in England. He is addressing the Christian perspective of hope when facing persecution
for the faith.
“The Christian is then (when persecution is
rising) reminded at every turn, that his Master’s kingdom is not of this world. When all
on earth wears a black and threatening aspect, he looks up to heaven for consolation;
he learns practically to consider himself as
a pilgrim and stranger. He then cleaves to
fundamentals, and examines well his foundation, as at the hour of death.”
When my eyes are down and I survey the cultural/
national landscape, I see only dark clouds on the
horizon. I don’t see a way through the struggles, the
hatred, the violence, the division. It is only when I
lift up my eyes and I see the risen and exalted Jesus
who triumphed over sin and death, now seated at
the right hand of the Father and I remember that I
am in Christ – it is then that I am reminded that the
Scripture itself is the record of God sovereignly,
graciously working out the mystery of His will for
the ages in Jesus. In every time and in every place

throughout all of history God is on the move advancing His work of redemption – irrespective of
how it may look at ground level. The American
Christian understands that our nation, as beloved as
it is to us, is not our hope, nor is it the hope of our
citizens and certainly not the hope of our world (cf.
Isaiah 40:6-31). In Jesus all the promises of God
were secured. When He came out of His tomb alive,
hope was secured. The Gospel of Jesus is the only
ground of our “unbreakable,” our “indomitable”
hope!!
- Paul reminds us that in Jesus the Father purposed
to bring all things in heaven and on the earth under
one head – namely Jesus (cf. Ephesians 1:3-10).
Nations are fleeting and transient.
- At the cross Jesus took to Himself all sin, death
and the curse. He faced down all enmity, all of the
hatred and all of the malice that the enemy fosters
among humanity and He defeated it resoundingly,
along with Satan and every other force hostile to
God’s good purposes. In Jesus’ resurrection and
exaltation He is seated in victory and we are seated
with Him and the power of that victory is at work
within us (cf. also Ephesians 1:15-23; 2:1-10; Colossians 3:1-4).
- Now the “dividing wall of hostility,” between
people and people groups, is taken down in Jesus.
We may now know peace with God, which is the
solid ground and only hope of peace with one another. Reconciliation between God and man is the
basis of reconciliation between people and people
groups and it is a work of gospel transformation by
the Spirit. It is not possible to produce it by human
effort or law (cf. Romans 5:1-11; Galatians 3:26-29;
5:13-26; Ephesians 2:11-22). The Gospel of Jesus
is not only the solid ground of our hope, it is our
commission and our way forward!!
- In Jesus and by His Spirit, I have been made a
citizen of the kingdom heaven. I am now stationed
here, in this place and time, as an ambassador of
“King Jesus.” The church is an outpost/embassy of
heaven. And I now plead with those around me to
be reconciled to God through Jesus while I wait for
His return to call me home (cf. Philippians 3:20-21;
Colossians 3:1-4; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21).
- The Lord, Himself, has declared that all power or
authority both in heaven and on earth has been given Him by His Father. This is the authority won at
the cross by which He now commissions us to go
and proclaim the gospel to our world for His glory
and the sake of the people whom he loves and for
whom He died. With the commission to go in His
name, comes the promise that He will be with us
always and wherever we go – we are never abandoned to the task (cf. Matthew 28:18-20).

- So we carry the sure and “unbreakable hope” of
the Lord Jesus and life in Him to a lost, confused
and fractured culture ravaged by anger and division
and threatened with despair. We can only do that if
we guard the trust of the gospel by first setting apart
Jesus as Lord in our hearts bearing witness to our
hope (cf. 1 Peter 3:15).
- We recognize we are not primarily in a political
battle to the security and direction of a nation. Rather we are in a spiritual battle for the souls of men,
women and children – of every race, gender, political persuasion, philosophical bent. So our weapons
in the battle are gospel weapons wielded with the
heart of the Spirit by which we take captive
thoughts and attitude and yield every offense and
emotion to the Lord Jesus – for His glory and the
sake of those for whom He gave Himself in love
(cf. 2 Corinthians 10:1-6).
A word about what has been called “Christian Nationalism” – I love this nation in the name of Jesus
and for Jesus’ sake. I do not love Jesus as a means
to bring about national reform. He cannot be a
means to a lesser end. God and country can never
be allowed to occupy the same ledger line in the
heart of the believer. You’ll know if you’re slipping
a bit by how you address in your hearts and in your
conversations those who oppose your political causes or the cause of Christ (cf. Matthew 5:43-48).
So let’s celebrate our nation’s birthday/founding
this weekend with eyes wide open, with profound
gratitude for the privilege we have to live as citizens
“…of the greatest Republic in the history of mankind,” and with hearts filled with the hope of Christ
as we bear His love and peace to a culture so very
badly in need of it. Let’s be the church in our land!!
So grateful to be living life together with you!
Mike
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Voddie Baucham is an African American pastor and theologian whose family fled the racist and segregated south to the
Los Angeles area. He was a Division I football player who
was saved and who also excelled in academics. He achieved
advanced degrees in theology and has pastored and taught in
Southern Baptist churches and institutions. The quote is taken
from his book on Critical Race Theory entitled “Fault Lines,”
in which he warns the church about the threat to the gospel
CRT poses when in finds its way into the evangelical church.
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1 Corinthians 15:3 NIV (1984 Edition)
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Wilberforce, William, A Practical View of Christianity,
Hendrickson Christian Classics, page 210

God’s Beautiful Vision
for Marriage
"For this reason a man will leave his father and
mother and be united to his wife, and the two will
become one flesh." 32 This is a profound mystery-- but I am talking
about Christ and the church. (Ephesians 5:31-32 NIV)

On a sunny June afternoon seventeen years ago in
Meadow Valley, CA, Erin and I stood in front of family and
friends and declared to one another our marriage vows. At
the time, our understanding of the institution of marriage was
obviously limited. We both had various assumptions about
how this new arrangement should work and how we would
need to work at our relationship if we were going to survive
and flourish in our marriage. Personally, I don’t think I really
could have articulated at the time a robust understanding of
what marriage actually is. So much was simply assumed
and assimilated from my observed cultural experience. I
certainly didn’t understand at the time how our marriage
would actually reflect the deeper spiritual mysteries of the
gospel!
I have continued to argue in this series of articles
that we have lost a true understanding of who we are as
human beings, and that this profound ignorance is symptomatic everywhere we look in our modern culture. Furthermore, I strongly believe that this poor understanding of humanity both diminishes the glory of God in our lives and
leads society off a cliff into self-destruction. Last month we
focused on the goodness of our created bodies and emphasized how they point us to the necessity of Christ as a physical Savior for mankind—one who was incarnated and resurrected in true human flesh.
This month, I want us to look at the “profound mystery,” as Paul calls it, of the institution of marriage. This obviously opens a large door for lengthy discussions on the topic
of marriage in general. However, I merely want to explore
the basic biblical understanding of what marriage is at its
core. We cannot understand what it means to be human
beings unless we have a clear sense of God’s created design of marriage. We see the very first marriage take place
at creation (Genesis 2:18-25), establishing a fundamental
pattern for the rest of humanity. We also discover that the
concept of marriage points to another spiritual reality, that of
Christ (the bridegroom) and his church (his beloved bride).
Thus, the human union of marriage is a glorious sign of
God’s covenantal love and sacrificial union with his beloved
people.
When Christ Jesus was confronted by the Pharisees in Matthew 19 in a test regarding the legality of divorce
under certain circumstances, instead of answering the question based on their faulty premises, Jesus backed up the
conversation to the very beginning in Genesis 2. Like many
of our marriage discussions today about divorce, homosexual marriage, adultery, polygamy, etc…, people often have
false assumptions about what marriage is to begin with.
Clearly, this is an area where if we start building on different
foundations, we will certainly end with drastically different
structures.

So what is marriage? Well, let’s go back to the
beginning as Jesus did and recapture the foundation on
which marriage is built. Although there are several key
truths we need to observe, I will only deal with one primary
one this month. The Bible clearly teaches that the Christian
vision of marriage is a covenant union between one man and
one woman. In Matthew 19:5, Jesus referenced back to
Genesis 2:25 explaining that in a marriage the man becomes
“united to his wife,” and the “two will become one flesh.”
This is why the language of “consummation” is used when a
husband and wife complete their marital union in a sexual
act. The clear implication in Genesis 2 is that the biological
differentiation between male and female is what makes a
one flesh union possible.
However, as we well know, our culture has largely
separated all sexual activity from any form of commitment or
responsibility. As a result, sex has become commodified
and void of any profound meaning. At most, it is merely
seen as an activity involving physical pleasure between consenting individuals. Thus, we treat marriage more like a contract instead of a covenant. Think of how we enter into a
contract with a phone company or a car dealership. We give
something of ourselves (money) and receive something in
return (goods or services). However, the monetary payment
is performed purely as a means to getting the desired result
in exchange—a shiny new truck or sufficient monthly mobile
phone service. As soon as the desired result becomes personally unsatisfying or a better deal comes along, we are
enticed to take the early termination penalties in order to
cancel the contract. This is understood by both parties from
the beginning. Sadly, this is the way we often view marriage.
We don’t view it as a covenant union made before God in
which we pledge to be “husband” or “wife” to another human
being “till death do us part.” It is a profound self-giving relationship that is permanently established whereby two unrelated people become “one.”
In the same way, Christ and his church are described as existing in a profound covenant union. The Apostle Paul refers to this in 1 Corinthians 6 when, in seeking to
protect marriage vows and admonishing against adultery, he
asks, “Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite
them with a prostitute (1 Cor. 6:15)?” Then, he concludes
his argument by teaching, “But whoever is united with the
Lord is one with him in spirit (1 Cor. 6:17).” For Paul, the
covenant of marriage is a sign of the greater covenant between Christ and his people. We are united to Jesus
through faith to the extent that we are members of his body.
The sanctity of marriage is clearly vertical (Christ and his
church) as well as horizontal (man and woman). Therefore,
this means that marriage is deeply sacred and profound.
We cannot modify or adjust it to conform to cultural norms.
Any form of marriage other than between one man and one
woman cannot be endorsed or embraced by Christians because they would serve as a visible sign of our rebellion
against God’s design. The binary marital relationship between two distinct glories—male and female—points to the
great, eternal binary relationship of Christ and his church,

the end to which all of God’s purposes in creation
are moving in the age to come and in the new creation!
Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself
ready. 8 Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to
wear." (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of God's holy
people.) 9 Then the angel said to me, "Write this: Blessed are

those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!"
And he added, "These are the true words of
God." (Revelation 19:7-9 NIV)
In the Peace of Our Lord,
Daniel

MEN’S MINISTRIES
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Men’s Bible Study meets Saturday mornings in person and via Zoom at 7:30
for fellowship and Bible study. The men are currently studying the book of Mark.
Daniel Ransom leads the study.
MEN’S RETEAT
The annual Men’s Retreat has been
scheduled for September 10-12, 2021

Twelve Ordinary Men

by John MacArthur
Reviewed by Stevani Rast
“Many Christians become
discouraged and disheartened when their spiritual life and witness suffer because of sin or failure. We tend to think we’re worthless nobodies—and left to ourselves, that would be
true! But worthless nobodies are just the kind of people God uses, because that’s all He has to work
with.” (pg 11, emphasis added)
What’s this talk of ‘worthless nobodies’? Well, would
you believe Christ’s twelve Apostles? This really is
quite an extraordinary book. When you read the New
Testament, do you feel like you really KNOW the
twelve men who bumbled around Jesus, learning His
lessons every day for eighteen months, making mistakes, speaking gaffes, questioning the Messiah, acting in fear, forgetting their faith, etc., etc.? Yet these
men, totally ordinary in every way, became a force
that forever changed the world. What were they really
like?
John MacArthur, using Scripture and historical record, paints vivid pictures of these men—their personalities, their character, strengths and weaknesses.
You come to know each man in ways you might not
have imagined them. We loved MacArthur’s
‘nicknames’ for them. See how many you can identify: “Foot-shaped Mouth”; “Small Things”; “Passion”;
“Love”;

“Bean Counter”; “Guileless One”; “Tax Collector”; “The
Twin”; “The Less”; The Zealot”; “The Apostle With Three
Names”; “The Traitor”.
So how and why did Jesus choose this motley crew? And
how did He draw them in, teach them, rebuke them, mold
them, and empower them to go out into all the earth and
“carry on the proclamation of His gospel for the salvation
of Israel and the establishment of the church” ? (pg 7)
Well, you’ll have to read the book to find out! You won’t
be disappointed. Here’s a clue, though: the book details
how Jesus individualized his interactions and developed
the leadership qualities each man had in his personality
and character. It’s right there in the gospels—and MacArthur brings it to vibrant life.
This a fascinating story, and an encouraging one. It’s a
comforting and inspirational truth that “…not many wise
according the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are
called. But God has chosen the foolish things of the world
to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things
of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty;
and the base things of the world and the things which are
despised God has chosen….” 1Corinthians 1:26-27
(NKJV)
PS…The chapter on Judas Iscariot, “The Traitor” is an
eye-opener. His story is more than one of evil betrayal. It
is a cautionary tale of how it is possible to be close to
Christ, learn His teachings, and still become hardened in
sin. And his life is a reminder that no matter what evil may
be attempted against God, “the purpose of God cannot be
thwarted.” pg. 182

Digital Events at the Graeagle Community Church

Sundays
10 AM Worship Service
Live streaming on YouTube and Facebook
at Graeagle Community Church
Live on Zoom (Audio Only)

Tuesdays
6 PM Bible Study in person and on Zoom

Saturdays
7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study with Pastor Daniel
in person and on Zoom
Please contact Pastor Daniel or the church office
For meeting ID #

By Phone
1. Dial (408) 638-0968
2. Enter meeting ID# 892 3561 7768, then press #
3. There will be a request to enter an optional Personal ID
#. Ignore this and press # to continue.
4. You should be admitted to join the conference by
phone. You will automatically be muted unless you press
*
By Computer:
Option #1 Join Zoom Meeting by clicking
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89235617768
Meeting ID: 892 3561 7768
Option #2 Open a web browser and go to
www.zoom.us and select "join a meeting" in the upper
right corner. Then enter the Meeting ID: 892 3561 7768
You have the option to either download and use a Zoom
software application on your computer or continue and
join through your web browser. Either way, you will need
to enter the meeting ID# 892 3561 7768, make sure Zoom
has permission to use your camera and microphone, and
join the conference.

Tuesday, August 3—Thursday, August 5
K- 6th 6: 00—7: 00 PM
7th—12th 6: 30- 8: 00 PM
Kids, ages Kindergarten thru high school are invited to come for three
evenings of basketball skills training and games. The cost is just $15 ( if you bring
your own basketball) or $25 ( we will provide you with a new basketball) .
Registration forms will be available July 18th

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
MOMS IN PRAYER
Each Monday at 8:00 AM, women are invited to join in
a time of prayer for our families. Prayer requests can
be submitted by contacting Nanci Benedict or the
church office. All requests are kept confidential
within the Moms in Prayer group.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Join the women on Monday mornings from
9:30 to11:00. They are currently studying Exodus.
Download a lesson from the
church website or pick one up from the narthex table.
Child care is not available at this time.
Please note that the Bible study will not
meet on July 5th and 12th.
FELLOWSHIP/BOOK STUDY
Women’s Fellowship meets on Saturday
mornings at 7:30. The ladies are discussing
Outlive Your Life by Max Lucado.
Please call the church office for meeting location.
WOMEN’S GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
If you have suffered a recent loss, or are having a hard
time dealing with any loss, we invite you to join the
Grief Group. The ladies meet on Tuesday afternoons at
2:30. For more information and meeting location,
please call Gail Arterburn at 836-1361.
KNIT, CROCHET, QUILT AND PRAY
The ladies (gentlemen are invited as well) meet the
first Wednesday of the month to tie prayer blankets
for those who are in need of some TLC (suffering
loss, illness, undergoing treatments, etc.) Anyone
is welcome to join the group and help with the tying
and the praying. If you know of someone who would
benefit from receiving a blanket, please contact the
church office or Nanci Benedict.
WOMEN’S RETREAT
We are currently waiting on the conference for the
dates for our 2022 retreat. We will post them as soon
as they are available.
WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
Upcoming Events
Fall Luncheon—October 2
Christmas Brunch—December 4

JULY 4TH PICNIC
Sunday, July 4th
beginning at 11:30 AM
Faith Park
Come and join us for fun, food, and
fellowship! If your last name begins with
A-M please bring a side or salad to share;
N-Z please bring a dessert. Hamburgers,
hot dogs and drinks will be provided.
We must have an accurate count
so please RSVP (call the church office)
by Thursday, July 1st.

Missionary Liz Howald will be
with us and giving an update on
her work with international
students in Bulgaria on
Sunday, July 25th during the
10 AM worship service.
There will also be a potluck with Liz
following the worship service. Plan
to attend and please sign up in the
church foyer.

Saddle up and head down to the church for this
year’s Vacation Bible School!
Sunday, July 11th—Thursday, July 15th
Dinner served at 5:15
Classes for ages 3-99 from 6:00 – 8:00
Sign ups are a must this year as we need to know
how many to prepare for. Call the church office
or sign up in the church foyer by July 6th.
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Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*
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7:30 AM Men’s
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2-Merri Lynn Lipka
3-Cliff Russell
4-Angela Ransom
Amber Schildman
5-Pam Sepulveda
6-Marge Fowler
Cathi Lincoln
8-Ashlie Preston
9-James Backman
11-Avery Artaz
Peter Hackbusch

12-Erin Ransom
15-Charlotte Wade
20-Daniel Ransom
21-Bob Brooks
Mary Jones
22-Cecily Clark
24-Judy Frazier
27-Terry Clinch
28-Judy Morrow
29-Joyce Sears-Batchelder
30-Peggy Johnson

10-Tom & Jennifer Smith
13-Lonnie & Lyn Nafzgar
16-David & Nina Stone
21-Peter & Cindy Hackbusch
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