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Easter is a wonderful time of year for the Christian. It is a season to set our eyes on the hope that
is ours in Jesus and to do so in a very concentrated way. My first inclination is to reflect on Jesus’
resurrection or perhaps on His crucifixion in order to bring into focus the real substance of our
hope. However, in this article I want us to go to
the garden of Gethsemane in order to get some
insight into the power and depth of what took
place at the cross; to get a look into the heart of
God. I want you to have your Bible open to Matthew 26:36-39 while we reflect together on what
took place that day. There is tremendous and
deep emotion in this text. R. T. France writes
with respect to this passage about the deep emotional suffering of the Lord Jesus as He considers
the cross,
The scene in Gethsemane, with its extravagantly expressed emotions in vv. 3738…offers a powerful new insight into
what it meant for Jesus to face up in
practice to the fate that he had so long
predicted as his divinely appointed calling. His agonized plea for some other
way reveals a deep inner revulsion at
what was to come… (France, 1002)
What we will consider now is the Savior’s suffering as he anticipates the cross. It is a privilege, a
solemn honor, to look upon the heart of the Lord
as he faced drinking the cup of God’s wrath on
our behalf (France; Donald Hagner).
The language of the text depicts the intense emotion Jesus experienced. In 26:37 Jesus took Peter,
James and John and broke away from the other
disciples to go off and pray. Matthew gives us a
look into the heart of Jesus by the way he describes that moment. He tells us that at that moment, as Jesus moved to prayer with His disciples, He began to feel grief or sorrow and He was
burdened with the weight of anguish. France
translates the phrase, “he began to be overcome
with distress.” Though Matthew’s description
pictures an intense agony of the soul it does not
compare with the weight of the Lord’s own here
and keep watch with me." (NIV). The word the
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words to his disciples in 26:38 "My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay
here and keep watch with me." (NIV). The word
the NIV translates “overwhelmed with sorrow”
paints the picture of Jesus’ soul being surrounded
by or hemmed in with sorrow. Jesus revealed a
suffering or distress in his soul or his inner self
so intense that it took him to the brink of death.
Craig Keener wrote, “By describing his sorrow
as ‘to the point of death,’… Jesus underlines the
intensity of his grief, that of itself the very grief
could kill him”. The struggle was so great that
He actually enlisted the help of his disciples. He
did not want to face the time of anguish alone
(Hagner). Even his physical posture seemed to
picture an overwhelming burden. After he called
on his disciples to keep watch with him Matthew
writes that “And going a little farther he fell on
his face and prayed” (Mat 26:39 RSV). It seems
as though Jesus only walked a short distance
from his disciples before he collapsed under the
burden of his sorrow and distress. This was no
normal physical suffering and death, which the
Lord anticipated with such sorrow. It was the expectation of being made sin and of the sense of
alienation from his Father that the cross would
bring that tortured his soul in the garden (France;
Morris). We are given just a glimpse of the horror from which his soul recoiled, and which he
would ultimately endure, when he cried out on
the cross, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" (Matthew 27:46 NIV). As France
wrote of the emotional depth revealed in Matthew 26:39, “Only in the terrible cry from the
cross…will we be given similar insight into Jesus
emotional turmoil”.
What takes place next is one of the most piercing, most deeply affecting moments in the text of
God’s word. Jesus prayed, "My Father, if it is
possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not
as I will, but as you will." (Mat 26:39 NIV). One
Greek scholar writes with respect to the language
used in the first sentence of verse 39 that is was
“used to make an implicit request” (in this case,
an impossible request). “Thus, Jesus’ plea in the

Garden…is, on a deeper level, an expression of
agony. It is an implicit request that already
knows it cannot be filled.” (Daniel Wallace; emphasis mine). Clearly everything within Jesus
cried out against drinking the cup of the Father’s
wrath but in his resolve to do the Father’s will he
would drink it to its last drop. As France wrote of
Jesus in his profound suffering, “even now he
looks only for what is ‘possible’ within his Father’s will”. Donald Hagner wrote,
The governing reality then is not the will
of Jesus, who would avoid what lies
ahead, but the will of the God, who is
fixed in his intent to accomplish salvation
for the world through the death of his
Son.
From this point on, a calm appears to settle over
the narrative. It seems as though Jesus has been
strengthened by his Father to finish the work set
before him. When he returns a second time to
pray the anguish turns to resolve and submission.
Throughout the remainder of this section of text
Jesus, in contrast to his disciples, becomes an
example of "Watch and pray so that you will not
fall into temptation” (Mat 26:41 NIV) to all who
would follow him. This moment gives new
meaning to Matthew 6:10 & 13.
Contemplation of Jesus’ agony in Gethsemane

MEN’S MINISTRIES
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Men’s Bible Study meets Saturday
mornings in person and via Zoom
at 7:30 for fellowship and Bible study.
Daniel Ransom leads the study.
MEN’S BREAKFAST
April 23rd at 7:30 AM
Sign up in the church foyer or call the church
office for reservations.
MEN’S RETREAT
The annual Men’s Retreat is scheduled for
September 9-11 at Jackson Meadows
Reservoir. Watch the Newsletter for
updates and additional information.

has led to a question that may be unanswerable
but worth serious reflection. Since Jesus was so
tortured in his soul at the prospect of the cross,
what must’ve been going on in the heart of his
Father as his beloved Son fell on his face before
him with that agonizing plea “if it is possible?” I
have to conclude that the Father must have been
equally tormented by the necessity of sending his
Son to the cross. The cry of Jesus “My God, My
God, why have you forsaken me?” must have
pierced the Father horribly as he put the sin of
man upon his beloved Son. Could the Father really have been unaffected or unmoved by the
horror of that day? Would it not be fair to say
that the Father felt a sovereign sadness or sorrow,
which left Him no less resolved to not spare His
Son - to place our sin on His Son, to pour out His
wrath on His Son despite the unavoidable sorrow
of that moment? This remains to me, as it must, a
majestic and inscrutable mystery. However, if
this is indeed the case, what comfort it would be
to the child of God overwhelmed by life’s agony,
as they pray for relief, to finish such a prayer to
that God with, “Yet not as I will, but as you
will" (Mat 26:39 NIV). What majestic, what
glorious, what incomprehensible love!!
Rejoicing with you in the crucified and risen
Savior (Galatians 6:14),
Mike

The Characters of
Easter
by Daniel Darling
Reviewed by Stevani Rast

“Let’s remember, if we can, that in the
first century few understood the significance of
what was happening. Israel was a forgotten
backwater, an outpost where no aspiring Roman
up-and-comer wanted to be exiled. And among
the Jewish people there was widespread cynicism and despair.” (Pages 14-15)
Perhaps you may remember in the January
Newsletter, the book club’s December book was
reviewed. You were urged to put that book on
your “wish list” to have for this year’s Advent
season. That book was The Characters of Christmas, by Daniel Darling. Now here we are just
having celebrated the sacred Easter season and
Mr. Darling (don’t you just love his name?) has
another gem for us, The Characters of Easter.
The quote above summarizes nicely the cultural
context in which Jesus and the people lived who
were involved in His persecution, arrest, trial,
torture, death, burial and resurrection. This is
important for this book because the author introduces us to specific individuals who were instrumental in this story. We say ‘story’, but it was
history in the making. And by reading about

these key individuals, we learn so much more
about the Easter story we love and revere.
You’ll be enriched by these enthralling descriptions of the folks “on the ground”. Let’s see if
you can put a name to the “nicknames” used for
the people we are introduced to in fresh, thoughtprovoking and colorful ways: The Failure, The
Beloved, The Betrayer, The Rogue, The Powerless, The Doubter, The Religious, The Witnesses, The Secret Disciples.
Here are some of the things the author writes
about the disciple and later the apostle, Thomas.
“…if we think only of Thomas as ‘doubting’, we
miss out on who Thomas is altogether. Before he
was ‘Doubting Thomas’, he was ‘Brave Thomas’.” (Page 125) He was brave to leave everything to follow Jesus when He called him. He
showed bravery when he was the first to say,
“Let us also go, that we may die with
Him” (John 11:16) when the group was discussing when or if to go to dying Lazarus. During
the Upper Room discourse, when Jesus spoke of
leaving them and reassuring them that “You
know the way to the place where I am going,” (John 14:4), “Thomas the seeker, the inquirer, the analyzer, asked, ‘Lord, we don’t know
where you are going, so how can we know the
way?’ (John 14:5) This is a good question.
Thomas was the one willing to ‘go and die’ with
Jesus. Thomas is willing to obey Jesus at all

A lot can
happen in three
days

Easter 2022
Digital Events at the Graeagle Community Church

Sundays
10 AM Worship Service
The service will not be streamed in its entirety. If you
are tuning in via YouTube, please be aware that you will
not receive any transmission until the announcements
and prayer have concluded somewhere around 10:15.

Saturdays
7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study in person and on Zoom
Please contact Pastor Daniel or the church office
for meeting ID #.

By Phone
1. Dial (408) 638-0968
2. Enter meeting ID# 892 3561 7768, then press #

Friday, April 15th
Seder Dinner
6:00 PM
This is a family-friendly event! We want our
church family to be together, singles, couples
and families! Sign up in the foyer, or call the
church office. Please note that although the Seder begins at 6:00, dinner will not be served until it’s place within the
Haggadah—about hour in.
Sunday, April 17th
Morning Worship at 10:00
Children’s Church for Pre-school
through 6th grade
Easter Lilies
Every Easter we give you the opportunity to
purchase a lily ($16) in memory or in honor
of a loved one. The lilies are displayed in the
sanctuary for Easter morning service
(after which you may take them home).
If you would like to purchase a lily,
please contact the church office.

3. There will be a request to enter an optional Personal
ID #. Ignore this and press # to continue.
4. You should be admitted to join the conference by
phone. You will be muted unless you press *
By Computer:
Option #1 Join Zoom Meeting by clicking
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89235617768
Meeting ID: 892 3561 7768
Option #2 Open a web browser and go to
www.zoom.us and select "join a meeting" in the upper
right corner. Then enter the Meeting ID: 892 3561 7768
You have the option to either download and use a
Zoom software application on your computer or continue and join through your web browser. Either way,
you will need to enter the meeting ID# 892 3561 7768,
make sure Zoom has permission to use your camera
and microphone, and join the conference.

Annual Membership Meeting
Members, please make sure that you have the
date for the annual meeting on your calendar.
That meeting is scheduled for May 22nd following
worship. You should receive your ballot by the
beginning of May, and you will need to bring it
with you to the meeting.

Women’s Ministries
MOMS IN PRAYER
Each Monday at 8:00 AM, women are invited
to join in a time of prayer for our families.
Prayer requests can be submitted by contacting
Nanci Benedict or the church office.
All requests are kept confidential within the
Moms in Prayer group.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Monday mornings from 9:30 to11:00.
The ladies are studying the book of Luke.
Download a lesson from the church website
or pick one up from the narthex table.
Child care is not available at this time.
WOMEN’S GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
If you have suffered a recent loss, or are having
a hard time dealing with any loss, we invite you
to join the Grief Group. The ladies meet on
Tuesday afternoons at 2:30. For more information and meeting location, please call Gail
Arterburn at 836-1361.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Meeting on Saturday mornings at 8:30 AM.
Please call the church office for location.
KNIT, CROCHET, QUILT AND PRAY
The first Monday of the month following
Women’s Bible Study (about 11 AM)
The ladies (gentlemen are invited as well) meet
to tie prayer blankets for those who are in need
of some TLC (suffering loss, illness, undergoing
treatments, etc.). Anyone is welcome to join the
group and help with the tying and the praying.
If you know of someone who would benefit
from receiving a blanket, please contact the
church office or Nanci Benedict.
WOMEN’S RETREAT
“Let There Be Light”
See below
WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
The Fragrance of Beauty Tea
See below

How much do you know about the gospel of Luke?
Would you like to know more about Jesus Christ?
Consider yourself personally invited to attend the Women’s Bible Study that meets at the church on Monday mornings. The coffee is on by
9:00, class is from 9:30-11:00. A new study on the gospel of Luke began on March 28th. If you come on April 4, you’ve only missed the first
25 verses – which are primarily the foretelling of the birth of John the Baptist. If you have never studied the Bible, please come. If you have
studied the Bible for years, please come. All of us need to study the Bible, and none of us outgrow the need to do so. Truth seems hard to
come by these days. Come learn about Jesus, who is the Truth. Not only will you spend time with God in His Word, you will also enjoy
spending time in the fellowship of other women doing the same thing. Come and feel free to bring a friend. All women are welcome here. If
you have any questions, give me a call: Gail Arterburn, 530-836-1361 or 775-848-9789.

The Fragrance of Beauty
Women’s Tea
Saturday, May 14th
2 o’clock PM
Graeagle Community Church
150 Graeagle-Johnsville Road
Special Feature:
Tips and tricks for creating a floral arrangement
with Amber Schildman of Magnolia Mums
Young ladies Kindergarten and older are invited to attend with an adult
Childcare available upon request

Please RSVP by calling 530-836-2405

2022 Women’s Retreat
April 29—May 1
Zephyr Point Conference Center
Lake Tahoe

At this time, the retreat is
full and we are only accepting
registration forms for a waiting list.

Let There
Be Light

Godward
Meeting on Wednesday evenings alongside
Awana (6:00-7:30)
Come early and have dinner!
Godward will be taking a break from
April 20—the month of May

2022 Awana Calendar
Wednesday, April 6
Pajama Night
(no boxers or spaghetti straps,
please be modest)
Dinner: Breakfast burritos
Wednesday, April 13
Hillbilly Night
Don your overalls and head
towards the church
Closing Program and Awards
5:30 PM
Dinner: Fried Chicken
Please RSVP by signing up in the church
foyer, returning your reservation forms
(clubbers), or by calling the church office.

Awana Closing Program
and Awards Night
The church family is invited to join
the Awana clubbers and their families
for this special evening when we
recognized the Awana clubbers
for their achievements this year.
The theme is “Hillbilly Night” and
themed attire is encouraged.
Vittles will be fried chicken
and all the fixin’s.
Please sign up at the church or call in
your reservation to the church office.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
8:30 AM Women’s Fellowship

3

10 AM Worship

4

8 AM Moms in
Prayer

5

6

7

8

9

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study

9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

10

10 AM Worship

11 AM Knit, Crochet, Quilt and
Pray

2:30 PM Grief
Group

4:45 PM Kids’
Choir
6:00 PM Awana/
Godward

1 PM CDIBibliology Study

11

12

13

14

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study
11 AM Book Club

2:30 PM Grief
Group

8:30 AM Women’s Fellowship

15

16

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
8:30 AM Women’s Fellowship

5:30 PM Awana
Closing Program
6 PM Seder

17

10 AM Worship

24

10 AM Worship
Jaquie Wheaton
Bridal Shower

18

19

9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

2:30 PM Grief
Group

7 PM Church
Board Meeting

6 PM CDIBibliology Study

25

26

9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

2:30 PM Grief
Group

8 AM Moms in
Prayer

8 AM Moms in
Prayer

6 PM CDIBibliology Study

20

21

22

28
1 PM CDIBibliology Study

7:30 AM Men’s
Breakfast
8:30 AM Women’s Fellowship

1 PM CDIBibliology Study

27

23

29

30

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study

Women’s Retreat
Zephyr Point

1-Nola Griffin

10-Jeff & Peggy Johnson

5-Miriam Glushtrom

20-Carolyn Preston
Wayne Yates Sr.

7-Sam Deacon
Luke Laird

21-Barbara McKurtis
Jeff Turner

30-Matt & Elizabeth Cruse

8-Stefan Fellner
Leslie Mikesell

22-Dave Backman
Eleanor Klemesrud

9-Gail Arterburn

23-Marilyn Mangham
John Roach

12-Shirley Ricketts
Annalee Zempel
13-Kathy Backman
John Kolb
15-Gail Swartz

12-Curtis & Margie Clarkson

24-Fabrin Darquea
Violet Griffin
26-Hannah Ransom
27-Clara Hood

16-Kylie Poole
17-Scott Warner
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