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This month (after taking a break in the April newsletter to address the crisis in which we find ourselves as a nation) I will resume the theme of exalting Jesus in a short series of articles taken from the book of Hebrews. It
seems to me that the entire letter/sermon of Hebrews is based on the work of the exalted Jesus who after making
a cleansing for sin “sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.”
I noted earlier, these articles focus on four passages located in strategic places throughout the argument of Hebrews, which declare that Jesus “sat down at the right hand” of God. The four passages to be considered are Hebrews 1:1-4; 8:1-2; 10:11-14 and 12:1-3. In the February and March articles I wrote about Hebrews 1:1-3 and its place in the
teaching of Hebrews. These verses “encapsulate” the key Christological/theological themes the author will develop as he introduces his readers to what they (we) need most to endure in the struggles of life - a renewed vision of Jesus. He presents Jesus
as the Divine Son of God, who is both the agent in creation and the one who sustains creation by “his powerful word” (1:2-3). In
addition he presented, as their hope, an exalted and glorified Jesus, who after making a cleansing of sin, sat down at God’s
right hand (1:3) and, as he later writes, who is “crowned with glory and honor” (2:9). However, the real strength of the vision of
Jesus introduced in 1:1-3 and provided by the book of Hebrews is found in His incarnation. It is as God become man that He
entered into solidarity with humanity (2:5-18; 4:14-16). It was as the God-man that He suffered and died for humanity and it was
through that death that He was exalted and “sat down at the right hand of the majesty in heaven” (1:3 - NIV). Moreover, it was
as the exalted man – as Paul would say, as the second Adam – He “was crowned with glory and honor” – a glory into which He
will lead all who follow Him (2:5-18). This majestic Christology, which the author presents, accomplishes the almost incredible
task of lifting the hearts and minds of his readers/listeners into the heights of heaven, the very presence of God, tethering them
to the exalted Christ, even while they are in the midst of very concrete struggles. As one scholar noted, from beginning to end
this sermon calls its hearers to this majestic Jesus as their hope and their strength – “We see Jesus” (2:9), “Consider Jesus” (3:1), “Fix your eyes on Jesus” (12:2), “Let us go out to Jesus” (13:13).
Using the language of Hebrews, when we “see Jesus” or “consider Jesus” or “fix (our) eyes on Jesus,” as the author presents
Him in 1:2-3, we see the Divine Son who is the Creator and Sustainer of all things, who became fully human and in His humanity
made a purification for our sin and then “sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.”
Thomas Schreiner, a respected N.T. scholar also noted that all of the Christology taught in the entire sermon is condensed in its
first verses, specifically 1:2b-3. Beginning with the relative pronoun “whom” in 1:2b all the way to the only finite verb in those
lines - 1:3b, translated “he sat down” - the language of the text is designed to take all of the Christology condensed in those
statements (and by that, all of the high Christology found in the entire sermon) and pack it into the phrase, “he sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty in heaven.” Adding clarity to Schreiner’s statement, Patrick Gray wrote that the dominant imagery by
which Hebrews’ author develops his Christology is the imagery of the Jewish High Priest; “The dominant Christological motif by
which the author of the Letter to the Hebrews explicates the superiority of the new covenant over the old is that of the high
priest.”
This leads us to the second of our four exaltation passages found in 8:1-2. It is in 8:1 that the author makes explicit the ministry
of Jesus as our Great High Priest only implied in 1:3;
“The point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest, who sat down at the right hand of the throne of
the Majesty in heaven, and who serves in the sanctuary, the true tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by man.” (Hebrews
8:1-2, NIV)
The author’s first explicit mention of the ministry of Jesus as our high priest is made in 2:17 at the conclusion of his teaching on
the purpose of the incarnation; namely that the Divine Son of God enter into complete solidarity with fallen humanity and, by His
sacrifice, led “many sons to glory.” It is in that context that Jesus is lifted up to us as our “merciful and faithful high priest in service to God” and one who makes atonement “for sins of the people.” The author makes a second and similar declaration in 4:1416 in the form of an invitation to persevere in difficult times by approaching “the throne of grace with confidence” in order to find
the needed mercy and grace to help or sustain us.
1 Peter O’Brien, “The Letter to the Hebrews,” PNTC Eerdmans, pages 44-45
2 Patrick Gray, “Brotherly Love and the High Priest Christology of Hebrews,” Journal of Biblical Literature 122/2, (2003), 335-351, p. 335

From there the author begins a prolonged and sophisticated argument, which extends from the opening verses of chapter 5 to
the end of chapter 7. In these chapters he declares that Jesus serves as our exalted High Priest – but not after the order of
Aaron. Rather, Jesus has been designated or appointed by God as our High Priest in the order of Melchizedek, which is as
superior to the order of Aaron as the reality is superior to its shadow. The author actually anticipated this discussion by a veiled
reference made in 1:13 to Psalm 110:1. He includes Psalm 110:4 as he initiates the argument in chapter 5:6 (cf. also 5:8-10;
6:20). The author then appealed to the Genesis 22 narrative of Abraham’s encounter with Melchizedek, to demonstrate that
Melchizedek was superior to Aaron. He returned to the use of Psalm 110:4 as he argued that Jesus, as High Priest after the
order of Melchizedek, was superior to Aaron based on both the merit of “an indestructible life” and the Divine oath by which He
was appointed (cf. 7:11-22).
The author argues, in these final paragraphs, that the Old Covenant of law, administered by the Levitical priesthood (of which
the High Priest is after the order of Aaron) was weak because it made no one “perfect” and it didn’t enable the worshipper to
“draw near to God.” The covenant needed to be replaced with a better hope by which we draw near to God (cf. 7:11-19). The
replacing of the Old Covenant required a new priesthood – not based on ancestry but on an oath and the power of an indestructible life (cf. 7:16, 22). He then became “the guarantor of a better covenant, a covenant which, because the High Priest
lives forever to intercede for us, is able to save us completely (cf. 7:22-25). The author finishes his argument with a summary
statement which circles back around to restate much of what he wrote in his introduction (cf. 5:1-10). Listen to how he exults in
Jesus as he summarizes his teaching;
“For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners,
and exalted above the heavens. 27 He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own
sins and then for those of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself. 28 For the law appoints
men in their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who
has been made perfect forever”
(7:26-28 ESV)
Now we arrive at the second of the four key passages in our study – 8:1-2. The author begins by identifying the main point or
take away from all that he has said in chapters 5-7;
“Now the main point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest, who sat down at the right hand
of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2 and who serves in the sanctuary, the true tabernacle set up by
the Lord, not by man.” (NIV)
This reaches back to the truths 1:1-3 and serves as a hinge between addressing the Son – Jesus – as our new High Priest over
a New Covenant to his discussion of Jesus offering Himself as a superior sacrifice/offering. The glory of what we’ve just considered is multiplied by the glory of what lies ahead. Jesus, the incarnate Son of God, as the Perfect High Priest, will enter into the
heavenly tabernacle, into the presence of God the Father, by the Eternal Spirit, to offer Himself for you and me – to make a
cleansing of our sin. What a Salvation!! What a Hope!! What a Savior!!
“Looking Away to Jesus” with you (12:1-2),
Mike

Members, as you know, this crisis has hit at a critical time in our church’s fiscal year which begins June 1st.. In March we usually meet to elect members
from the members at large to fill positions in the nominating committee. Then
in April and May ballots are mailed out along with a proposed budget.
The board met (socially distancing, of course) on April 20th and decided to poll the members asking permission
to fill the two vacancies on the nominating committee with members chosen by the board. All members were
notified via email and phone call. The board received a resounding “Yes” to go ahead with the process.
Since then, the board has chosen two members to sit on the nominating committee and they have met and are in
the process of putting together the ballot for the 2020-2021 fiscal year. Once the ballot is finalized, each member will receive one and a proposed budget with the directive to return the ballot to the church.
Thank you for your flexibility in helping us to adjust to the needs of our church fiscal
calendar under such unique circumstances.

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you
followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now
at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying
the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature
deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us
alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions-- it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God
raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the
coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God
-- 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. (Ephesians 2:1-10 NIV)
Lately, we have been studying the book of Ephesians together as a teen youth group. While reading the
words in chapter 2, I was reminded just how marvelous the gospel message truly is! After his lengthy doxology
and prayer for the Ephesian believers in chapter 1, the Apostle Paul begins to unpack the dramatic transformation that has taken place in the life of every Christian. Both individually and corporately, a powerful change
takes place as God displays his amazing grace towards us in Christ Jesus.
Ephesians 2 depicts a striking “before and after” picture of this transformation. As sinful individuals
under the rule of the evil one, we previously exhibited disobedience while indulging our evil desires and
thoughts (2:1-3). Thus, as a result, in God’s sight we were by nature “children of wrath.” It is important to realize that this is not just a bunch of Bible mumbo jumbo. By nature, we are all depraved human beings living
“naturally” in rebellion to our Creator. Thus, because God is holy and just, we are rightly deserving of his anger and judgment. This is serious stuff!
Praise God there is a verse 4! As Christians, we are able to look back and rejoice that God initiated his
saving work towards us while we were still living under the description of vs. 1-3. Paul writes in 2:4-5:
But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions-- it is by grace you have been saved.”
Just as Jesus was raised to life in the resurrection, we too are raised to new life “with Christ.” This is the transforming event that all Christians look back to when they speak of when they were “saved.” And the important
fact for Paul in this passage is the truth that this salvation is fully the work of God’s mercy and grace through
faith (vs. 8). He seems to go out of his way to specify multiple times that we are not saved by “works,” lest it
should cause anyone to boast or brag about what they have done.
Most of the language in this passage speaks of the saving work that God has accomplished for us in the
past. Paul seems to certainly have in mind the saving work Christ accomplished in his crucifixion, resurrection
and ascension. However, this work extends far beyond that point into eternity past as God “chose us in him
before the creation of the world…(1:4).” In addition, there is also a clear sense now that the work of God’s salvation is not yet complete because there is still more grace to be displayed towards us in the future when we are
fully together with our Lord and Savior. We have been raised and seated with Christ in the heavenly realms
(grace in the past) in order that he might show more grace to us “in the coming ages (2:7).” O, how I long for
God’s future grace to be displayed as I one day stand before his glorious throne without fault and with great joy
because I am united with Christ my Savior! So now, as I cherish God’s grace and anticipate even more to
come, I desire to live each day, not as an object of “wrath,” but as God’s “workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do (vs. 10).”
In the Peace of Our Lord,
Daniel

Sunday Morning Worship

Live streaming on YouTube and Facebook
at Graeagle Community Church
Live on UberConference (audio only)
(530)431-8069

Children’s Church

YouTube and Facebook—pre-recorded

Monday through Friday

Bible Read Through on Facebook/Graeagle Community Church

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday

Devotionals on Facebook/Graeagle Community Church

Tuesdays and Thursdays at 4:00

Bible Study with Pastor Mike on UberConference
Please contact the church office for participation details and
to receive study notes prior to the study.

Wednesdays

Godward (Youth Group) on Zoom
Contact Pastor Daniel or the church office for details

Midweek

Kids’ Devotional on Facebook/Graeagle Community Church

Saturdays

Men’s Bible Study with Pastor Daniel on UberConference
Please contact Pastor Daniel or the church office

Coloring Contest for All Ages
Last month we featured a coloring page with the opportunity to send your creation in and win a prize.
Here are the five beautiful responses (3 adults and 2 tweens).
Thanks for participating—your prizes are in the mail.

Happy Mother’s Day

Awana News
Clubbers—keep working in your handbooks!!!!
We are still planning to have an awards night—
as soon as we can schedule one.
Check out our kids devotionals on Facebook!

Youth Garage Sale
Date to Be Announced
While you are sheltering in place,
we are sure that you are doing massive
spring. Please set aside those gently
used articles for our garage sale!
Contact Daniel for any specific
information you may need.

Godward on ZOOM!
Join Pastor Daniel on Wednesdays for a
youth group “get-together.”
Call him for more information.

Events Still on our Church Calendar
(hoping that we will be able to meet)
July 4
Church Picnic
July 12-16 Vacation Bible School (?)
September 9-11
Men’s Retreat
Ladies, the 2021 Women’s Retreat has been scheduled for April 30-May 2.
Please mark your calendars!

5-Ruby Yates

18-Haylee Davidson
Brian Mudd Jr.

6-John & Linda Kolb
Philip & Deb Liedblad

6-Sandi Williams

19-Lyn Nafzgar

8-Steve & Cecily Clark

9-Dorothy Edwards

20-Laura Hamilton

1-Steven Boeck

10-Robert Abbott
Seth Preston
11-Kathy J Kissack
Jordan Wade
14-Matt Cruse
Donna Dorsey
15-David Bristol
Sheila Hicks

21-Jim Johnson
22-Isabelle Green
28-Doyle Frazier
29-Randy Mikesell
Melinda VanTreese
30-David Stone
31-Peggy Sampson

18-Stefan and Amber Fellner
26-Gary & Melinda VanTreese

