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This weekend has been set aside as a time of “remembering.” There are questions as to who started Memorial Day and
when it actually was started. Evidently there are over two-dozen cities and towns, which claim to be the birthplace of the
holiday. It was officially proclaimed on May 5, 1868 by General John Logan and was first observed on May 30, 1868, when
flowers were placed on the graves of both Union and Confederate soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery. It wasn’t until
after WW I that the holiday became a day to honor Americans who died fighting any war. In 1971 the date was officially
changed to the last Monday in May.
The practice of remembering those who have gone before us and have preserved and passed on the legacy of this nation with its values and liberties is vital for several reasons. The sacrifices made by some in previous generations and some in our present generation, demonstrate the value of what has initially been won or achieved by those sacrifices and what has since been preserved by them.
Remembering is a way of helping us to focus rightly – to set our gaze, if you will – in the same way that they did – to see what they
saw and so somehow to let their lives speak into our lives. They declare to us the value or precious nature of our liberties and they call
us to the vigilance and willingness to make the necessary sacrifices to preserve them rightly. It seems that over time the people who
have grown up in this nation have forgotten and have taken for granted, even rendered common, the very things which the rest of the
world understands to be the extraordinary blessings of liberty. In fact it could be argued that younger generations are having their collective memories intentionally and systematically erased and rebooted. The result is that we have begun to lose the vision of previous
generations and we have been left vulnerable to the tyrannies which threaten this hard won liberty. So remembering is critical. Remembering inoculates us against the viral indifference, even cynicism which has infected our culture at the level of our education, our
politics, our media and our social life and which threatens the character and life of our nation.
However, simply remembering will not do. On Memorial Day we don’t simply remember those who have been willing to make the ultimate sacrifice – we honor them. It is in the remembering with honor that we ennoble the commitments and sacrifices they have made
and as a collective we reaffirm the value of what they have won for us. It is by giving them appropriate honor that we inspire the next
generation to pursue the same precious liberties and to choose to commit and serve. However, this is not where it begins. It begins
with something far more fundamental – something which transcends all that is this nation (or any other), including its heroes.
It all begins by understanding that, in principle, any culture or nation is a trust given to the people of God - the church - which dwells
within it. It is as Israel stood on the threshold of the land promised them in the covenant God made with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
that Moses issued a fundamental call of God on His people – a call which carried with it both promise and warning. It was made clear
that Israel could only prosper and endure as a nation in the promised land, from one generation to the next, if the people took seriously
the call of God issued through Moses. Listen to Deuteronomy 6:1-3 when the conditions are stated,
“These are the commands, decrees and laws the LORD your God directed me to teach you to observe in the land that you
are crossing the Jordan to possess, 2 so that you, your children and their children after them may fear the LORD your
God as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long life. 3
Hear, O Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that you may increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the LORD, the God of your fathers, promised you.” (NIV)
Notice that the fundamental call on the people of God in Israel was to pass on to their children and their children’s children, the fear of
the Lord. Moses called them to live holy lives, lives which honor the God of the covenant. The promise that comes with such lives is
that of long and flourishing life – on a national level - in the land. Notice that passing on national allegiances or patriotism was not primary - indeed could not be primary - if Israel were to have the blessing of God.
However, obedience to the laws of God was never to be seen as an end in itself. Obedience to the laws of God was only ever to be
understood as symptomatic of something far more fundamental. Israel was called to love the Lord above all things, with a whole person love. They were to pass on that pre-eminent and whole person love for God to every new generation. It is that primary “love of
God,” passed on from generation to generation, that established and preserved the life of the nation under the blessing of God. Listen
as Moses issues what Jesus Himself would call the “Greatest Command” and the profound yet simple way in which this love for God is
to be passed from generation to generation,
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 7 Impress them
on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and
when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.” (NIV)
Israel was to understand that love is not an academic subject passed on in a classroom context or a philosophical discussion. Love is
passed on relationally, from one sincere heart to another, in the day to day experiences of life. We know this well because we pass on
our passions very naturally to our children, our families and our friends. Our children love the hobbies we share with them, the sports

team we cheer with them, the politics we passionately articulate to them – patriots pass on love of country by modeling, in relationship, their love of country. In simplistic, but not inaccurate terms, our nation is the consequence of the shared principles of
love for the God and Father of our Lord Jesus above all other allegiances and loves. Listen to John Adams make this argument.
In response to being told to disperse in the name of the sovereign King George, John Adams once said, “We recognize no sovereign but God, and no king but Jesus!” In 1789 in an address to the military, he said,
"We have no government armed with power capable of contending with human passions unbridled by
morality and religion. Avarice, ambition, revenge, or gallantry would break the strongest cords of our
Constitution as a whale goes through a net. Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious
people. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other."
In a letter to Thomas Jefferson dated June 28, 1813, Adams said that he believed that, "The general principles on which the fathers achieved independence were the general principles of Christianity." Later in the letter he asserted a deep belief that, “…
those general Principles of Christianity, are as eternal and immutable, as the Existence and Attributes of God: and that those
Principles of Liberty, are as unalterable as human Nature…”
The great danger to the nation of Israel against which Moses warned and the fundamental threat to our nation is that the people
of God “forget.” It is the danger of forgetting - not primarily forgetting our heroes, rather forgetting the goodness of our God. There
is a danger that comes with prosperity and comfort – with the blessing of God – and it begins with forgetting God as our benefactor. The forgetting leads to ingratitude and the presumption of entitlement, which is followed by complacency and eventually cynicism and disdain for God Himself. Listen to the warning of God and ask yourself if perhaps the church has been negligent in the
trust given us.
“When the LORD your God brings you into the land he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
to give you--a land with large, flourishing cities you did not build, 11 houses filled with all kinds of good things
you did not provide, wells you did not dig, and vineyards and olive groves you did not plant--then when you
eat and are satisfied, 12 be careful that you do not forget the LORD, who brought you out of Egypt, out
of the land of slavery. 13 Fear the LORD your God, serve him only and take your oaths in his name. 14 Do not
follow other gods, the gods of the peoples around you; 15 for the LORD your God, who is among you, is a
jealous God and his anger will burn against you, and he will destroy you from the face of the land.” (NIV)
In 1969, in his book “Death in the City,” Francis Schaeffer lamented the turning away of the church from the proclamations of the
gospel in fundamental ways that he would call apostasy. This has left the culture with religion but no light and truth. The church
has grown large and lucrative but its voice has been lost in the culture. We have long ago ceased to hope in the power and the
primary call of the gospel to transform lives one person at a time. The church has inordinately joined itself to political movements
and candidates in the hope to effect sweeping but inevitably surface and short lived change. We now look out on a culture, a
nation experiencing what Schaeffer refers to as “death in the city.” Over 50 years ago he wrote, “I am amazed by the evangelical
leaders who have been taken by surprise at the changes that have come in our culture. We should have predicted them. There is
bound to be death in the city once people turn away from the base upon which our culture was built.” He goes on a page later to
ask, “What should we say about our country? Of course, we should be glad for the freedoms we do have. But having said that,
should we not also understand that since our culture no longer has a Christian base, there’s going to be death in the city? Death
in the city will be increasingly all-consuming unless there is true reformation in the church and culture upon the foundation of God
and His revelation. Do you think our country can remain as it has been, after it has thrown away the Christian base?”
The really good news is that the Word of God is true and forever enduring. The gospel it proclaims is true. It is the declaration
that the God who spoke all things into existence by the power of His word, against whom humanity has rebelled and whom the
governments of this world oppose – He did not abandon us to ourselves. He came into creation as a man to save humanity, into
darkness to be light, into death to be life, into despair to be truth and hope. He declares that the gates of hell will not prevail
against His church. He has appointed us for this place and this time. We are His ambassadors! We come in the name of our Sovereign, King Jesus, and we hold forth His kingdom - in this place and at this time. My prayer for us – and the church in this time
and place in history is Ephesians 3:14-19 in the confidence expressed in verses 20-21, “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” (NIV)
One who knows that love and is filled with that fullness will exude, in transforming power, with His glory. May we be so enthralled
with His beauty and the pleasure of His love that our little corner of the world will be satisfied with nothing less than Jesus!!
Mike
Torrance, “Atonement,” page 428
Ibid. page 429

A Physical Savior for Our Physical Bodies
This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus
Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus
is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and
even now is already in the world. (1John 4:2-3 NIV)
During the twentieth century, biblical scholarship suffered greatly from a host of theologians who essentially replaced the authority of divine revelation in their study of Scripture with a new modern perspective. In this
new worldview, all supernatural events are impossible and must therefore be dismissed or explained by natural
causes. German theologian Rudolf Bultmann was one such scholar who famously taught that Jesus did not literally and physically rise from the dead. Operating from his naturalistic presuppositions, he approached the Bible
from a scientific conclusion that resurrections simply do not happen. Therefore, rather than dismissing the Bible’s
clear message entirely of Christ’s bodily resurrection as a historical event, Bultmann explained that Jesus merely
rose spiritually in the preaching and teaching of the apostles in the first century. Basically, Jesus was not literally
seen or touched after his death. Rather, the apostles just had some lofty ideas about an inspirational risen Savior
that caught on in the early church. Bultmann accomplished this tragic feat by creating a false distinction between
what he called “real history” and “salvation history.”
The reason I bring this up is because similar attacks continue to be made against the Christian faith that
also hinge on the historicity and the physicality of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. You have certainly heard
people express statements to the effect that diminish the specifics of Christian doctrines as not being as important
as the content of Jesus’ moral teachings and his life example of love. Sadly, the result is that in many churches the
gospel merely becomes an inspirational story that therapeutically helps us to be better people and live fuller lives.
What I earnestly want you to take to heart is the truth that any attempt to deny the historicity of the Christian gospel as a tangible, physical redeeming of our bodies (and the whole of creation) by a fully human, fully divine, and physical Savior who literally died on the cross for our sins in time and space is ultimately destructive. It
causes the entire gospel message to implode in on itself, leaving us with no good news at all.
Not only should we affirm the historicity of the Christian faith, we also need to see that in God’s sovereign plan before time began, he created our physical bodies as a representative and anticipation meant to prepare
us for his grand work of grace in and through the incarnation of Jesus Christ. As contemporary theologian Timothy Tennent explains:
“The body points to the deep mystery of God’s redemptive plan to send his Son into the world in human
flesh and, ultimately, to raise up that body to life in a bodily resurrection. Our created bodies all point to
Christ’s incarnation, and in turn, his resurrected body points to our physical, bodily (not just spiritual)
resurrection at the end of time.” (Timothy Tennent, For the Body, p. 25)
This Christian understanding of salvation is directly opposite the modern concept of man’s inevitable progress through technology ultimately resulting in utopia. This kind of “transhumanism” is prevalent in pop culture
science fiction and also in our growing appetite for fictional superheroes. Humans long for some way to transcend
our bodily limitations with death itself being the ultimate hurdle to overcome.
I am not advocating that Christians be entirely anti-technology. However, we cannot trust in the false
hope that is often promised to us with every new technological advance. To do so would be to trust in man for
man’s salvation. Furthermore, there are many tasks and roles that cannot be replaced by any non-human form. I
am grateful for spell-checker automatically fixing my typing blunders while I write this article, but I don’t want
robots sitting in hospital rooms with loved ones or disciplining my children. There are certain things that only
God’s image bearers can and should do.
However, as we all realize, there is something terribly wrong with our ability to image forth our Creator.
Humanity’s universal depravity or “fall” into sin has thoroughly tainted God’s image in us and created great brokenness. Of course, this was known to our sovereign Lord before time began, and thus, Ephesians 1:4-8 explains
to us that:
He chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will-- 6 to
the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace 8 that he
lavished on us
The incarnated Christ is what all creation was waiting for because it is only in him that the broken world
can now be restored to its designed purpose and glory. Furthermore, it is only in Christ and through his real human blood that humanity can be restored to reflect God’s image once again!
In the Peace of Our Lord,
Daniel

MEN’S MINISTRIES
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Men’s Bible Study meets Saturday mornings in person and via Zoom at 7:30
for fellowship and Bible study. The men are currently studying the book of Mark.
Daniel Ransom leads the study.
MEN’S RETEAT
The annual (except for 2020) Men’s Retreat has been
scheduled for September 10-12, 2021
Practicing the Present: The Neglected Art of Living in the Now
Written by John Koessler
Reviewed by Gail Arterburn

An excerpt from the back cover: “The present is more than a place where
the past comes to rest. It is more than a staging ground for the future.
The present is where God shows up.” Isn’t that good? I want to live where
God shows up. One cannot live in either the past (it is past) or the future (it doesn’t exist), for doing so will rob you of the joys, challenges and experiences of God in the present.
I originally read this book at the very beginning of the pandemic. I felt a strong conviction to embrace every day fully even within the limitations upon us. I certainly did not want to put my life on
hold while I waited for COVID to be resolved. I don’t want to “waste” any of the time God has given me. This book was written with church leaders in mind, but the truth taught here applies to
everyone in every stage of life – whether just starting out, in the middle years, retirement years,
or facing the termination of life on earth. From the author’s introduction, “We live our lives in the
here and now; this is where we learn to obey God; the present is the place where we experience
His presence.”
I found chapter 7, “The Opportunity of the Immediate,” really worth thinking about. Some brief
quotes from that chapter, “…most ministry does not consist of great events but of ordinary
tasks….the opportunity of the immediate is the opportunity of the ordinary…. every problem that
enters one’s life is an occasion to experience the opportunity of the immediate…..it is where God
reaches out to us….ultimately what He offers is the experience of Himself.”
I would not say this is one of the best books I have ever read, but it is certainly beneficial and I
recommend it. I absolutely agree with the premise of the title – we all need to practice the present
because we have neglected the art of living in the now.
Brian and Marie Mudd are delighted to announce the graduation of
Claire Mudd with
Long Valley School Class of 2021.
Since she began high school, Claire has been determined to graduate
a full year early. We are in awe of her hard work and dedication
that made this feat possible.
In the fall, Claire will be attending Feather River College in Quincy. She
will work towards a Bachelor’s degree in Ranch Management.
She also plans to pursue a career as a veterinarian.
Congratulations, Claire!

Weekly Events at the Graeagle Community Church

Sundays
8:00 AM Worship Service
10:00 AM Worship Service (with Children’s Church)
10 AM Worship Service
Live streaming on YouTube and Facebook
at Graeagle Community Church
Live on Zoom (Audio Only)

Mondays
8 AM Moms in Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

Tuesdays
2:30 PM Women’s Grief Group **
6 PM Bible Study in person and on Zoom

Wednesdays
5 PM Godward (Youth Group)

Saturdays
7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study with Pastor Daniel
in person and on Zoom
Please contact Pastor Daniel or the church office
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship**
** Call the church office for location

By Phone
1. Dial (408) 638-0968
2. Enter meeting ID# 892 3561 7768,
then press #
3. There will be a request to enter an optional
Personal ID #. Ignore this and press # to
continue.
4. You should be admitted to join the conference
by phone. You will automatically be muted unless you press *
By Computer:
Option #1 Join Zoom Meeting by clicking
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89235617768
Meeting ID: 892 3561 7768
Option #2 Open a web browser and go to
www.zoom.us and select "join a meeting" in the
upper right corner. Then enter the Meeting ID:
892 3561 7768
You have the option to either download and use
a Zoom software application on your computer
or continue and join through your web browser. Either way, you will need to enter the meeting ID# 892 3561 7768, make sure Zoom has permission to use your camera and microphone, and
join the conference.

Godward

(Youth Group)

Meeting on Wednesdays
at 5:00 PM
Questions? Call Pastor Daniel

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
MOMS IN PRAYER
Each Monday at 8:00 AM, women are invited to join in
a time of prayer for our families. Prayer requests can
be submitted by contacting Nanci Benedict or the
church office. All requests are kept confidential
within the Moms in Prayer group.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Join the women on Monday mornings from
9:30 to11:00. Download a lesson from the
church website or pick one up from the narthex table.
Child care is not available at this time.
Read the UPDATE!
FELLOWSHIP/BOOK STUDY
Women’s Fellowship meets on Saturday mornings at
7:30. The ladies are discussing
Outlive Your Life by Max Lucado.
Please call the church office for meeting location.
WOMEN’S GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
If you have suffered a recent loss, or are having a hard
time dealing with any loss, we invite you to join the
Grief Group. The ladies meet on Tuesday afternoons at
2:30. For more information and meeting location,
please call Gail Arterburn at 836-1361.
KNIT, CROCHET, QUILT AND PRAY
The ladies (gentlemen are invited as well) meet the first
Wednesday of the month to tie prayer blankets for
those who are in need of some TLC (suffering loss, illness, undergoing treatments, etc.) Anyone is welcome
to join the group and help with the tying and the praying. If you know of someone who would benefit from
receiving a blanket, please contact the church office or
Nanci Benedict.
WOMEN’S RETREAT
Waiting on the dates for our 2022 retreat.
We will post them as soon as they are available.
WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
The committee is in the process of setting dates for
both the Fall Luncheon and the Christmas Brunch.

There are still a few books from the Women’s
Retreat. I you are interested in purchasing one
or more, please contact Carolyn in the church
office.
Comforts from the Cross: Celebrating the Gospel
One day at a Time
By Elyse Fitzpatrick $12
Do Hard Things: A Teenage Rebellion Against
Low Expectations
By Alex and Brett Harris $11
Praying with Paul: A Call for
Spiritual Reformation
By D.A. Carson $17

Monday Morning
Women’s Bible Study
Update Information
Important dates:
May 31 – Memorial Day, no class
June 7 – End of the study of Esther
June 14 – Beginning of the study of Exodus
June 21 – Return to our regular format of
meeting together in the back of the sanctuary where we can again have discussion as
well as lecture; coffee will be provided;
please use lids on cups!
Invitation: All the women in our church and
community are welcome and encouraged to
join us on June 14 when we begin the study
of Exodus. Maybe you have been thinking
about coming, but were hesitant to start in
the middle of a study. Here is your chance
to start at the beginning or Exodus – this is
a long book and this study will take us
through the end of our year. Exodus is the
second book of the Bible and a continuation
of Genesis. It is the story of the “exodus”
from Egypt of God’s enslaved people from
which the book derives its name. But it is
much more than that…..Exodus is key to understanding the whole of scripture. Who is
God and what is he like? Does he keep his
promises? What about his deliverance and
salvation, not just of Israel, but of us also?
What was the purpose of the tabernacle? Is
God distant from us or does he dwell in our
midst? How should we live? How can sinful
people worship a holy God? You are invited
to come and discover who God is and what
God has done and is continuing to do.

Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Wed

2

10 AM Knit, Crochet, Quilt and
Pray

Thu

3

Fri

4

6

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship

7

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

5 PM Godward
(Youth Group)

8

9

5

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

2:30 PM Grief
Group
6 PM Bible
Study

Sat

10

11

12

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

2:30 PM Grief
Group
5 PM Godward
(Youth Group)

13

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship

20

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship

14

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study
11 AM Book
Club

21

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

7 PM Church

27

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship

28

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

15

16

17

18

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

2:30 PM Grief
Group
6 PM Bible
Study

5 PM Godward
(Youth Group)

22

23

24

25

26

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

2:30 PM Grief
Group
6 PM Bible
Study

5 PM Godward
(Youth Group)

29

30

2:30 PM Grief
Group
6 PM Bible
Study

19

5 PM Godward
(Youth Group)

4-Penny Boeck
Margie Clarkson
Paula Tiner
5-Elise Mudd
6-Molly Yates
7-Stevani Rast
8-Jim Richardson
9-Gracie Yates
11-Steve Brown
15-Barbara Hall
Tami MacInnes
16-Sharon Backman

16-Sharon Backman
20-Jack Zygner
21-Jennifer Grayson
22—Bev Mitchell
Luke Poole
24-Brenda Correll
Dan Zempel
25-Cindy Hackbusch
Gage Thompson
26-Jackie Luckey
27-Gregory McKurtis
Randy Thompson

6-Caleb & Donna Dorsey
7-Robert & Carol Macomber
9-Randy and Leslie Mikesell
Michael & Carolyn Preston
11-Rodger & Susan Thompson
13-Jim & Kelly Wheaton
18-Joe & Maria Wood
22-Robert & Carol Surryhne
26-Daniel & Erin Ransom
30-Cliff & Lola Russell
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